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Since this Hand-hoolt appeared, a netd 
'^ Field Exercise " has been published by the Horse 
Guards, The following are the alterations made in 
*^ Company Drill." 

I. Sizing a Company (p. 21). 

The men will be drawn up in single file, and placed, 
according to their height, from right to left. They will be 
numbered from right to left. Number one will then be . 
ordered to take three paces to the front. Number two 
three paces to the front on the extreme left. Number three * 
will be placed on the left of Number one. Number four 
on the right of Number three, and so on alternately ; and 
then the formation will proceed as heretofore, except that 
the left files of the right Subdivision and the right files of 
the left take one pace to the rear, and the whole close to 
the centre. (F. E., Pt. II., p. 59.) 

II. Formation of Fours. (Cap. v., p. 15). 

The command is always to be preceded by the words,. 
" form," " form fours deep," " form fours right," &c. 
(F. E., Pt. I., p. 50.) 

N.B. (see p. 18, sec. 12, and note). — The men can never 
be required to " form fours about " on the march, nor " form 
fours deep" from the halt while facing to the rear. If 
required to " form fours " when rear rank is in front, while 
marking time, the then present rear rank will take a short 
pace to the rear (p. 54)v 
in. Sergeants marking .'joints. 

When Sergeants areiriequired to mark points for their 
Companies to dress upon,', when deploying into line, will 
stand with recovered armfe- facing towards the point of 
appui, they must place themselves at arm's length in front 
of the alignment, and when the men approach them, they 
will hold out their inner arms at right angles to their 
bodies, with their fists clenched, on which the line will 
dress. Thus all lines will be dressed at ann's length in 
rear of the line of coverers. A Sergeant marking a point 
may drop his arm as soon as the man opposite to his fist 
has dressed up to it. (Pt. 11., p. 65, sec. 3.) 

rV. Wheeling. 

When a Company is faced about before the caution 
to wheel is given, and that caution is given while it is 
standing face to the rear, the rear-rank man of the pivot 
file will act as the pivot man, and the proper front-rank 
man (if the wheel is forwards) will uncoxorc^ ^^ ^^xv^ ^^^ 
Company were standing front Tatiik m ixoxv.^* V[^^%'^^•^^-^^^ 



Wheeling on the centre, the Covering-Sergeant or Saper- 
numerary will give base points (as above) ; the former on the 
flank that wheels forward, the latter on the opposite flank. 

Wheeling forwards by Subdivisions or Sections from a Com- 
pany in line on the halt is withdrawn from the Drill Book, 

V. Forming front to the pivot flanh 

When the Company is file-marching, and is directed to 
" halt " and " front," it is said to be formed to the front to 
the pivot flank. (Pt. L, p. 42, sees. 32-3.) 

VI. A Company in column, in Subdivisions, or Sections, forming 
to the reverse fiartky or to the right about (cap. xxxi., p. 98, 
sec. 3.) 

When the leaders have changed flanks, the command by 
each leader will be " right (or left) wheel, double,^^ and when 
square, " forward ;" then " halt, dress." 

N.B. — ^In this formation, either right or left in front, or 
when a Company is marching in files or fours to a flank, 
forming to the reverse flank, or to the right about or left 
about (cap. xvi.), the Covering-Sergeant will run out and 
mark the outward flank of the Company facing towards the 
pivot flank, with rifle recovered, his inner arm extended, 
and fist clenched, for the Company to dress upon. The 
Supernumerary-Sergeant will give a base point at the inner 
flank in like manner. 

When the Captain has dressed the Company, and given 
"eyes front" and fallen in, the Covering-Sergeant and 
Supernumerary will take post on the word " steady " from 
the Instructor. 

Vn. On the formation of close column of Sections, on the 
caution ^^form company squares.^^ (Cap. xxi., p. 74). 
The formation being complete, the Captain (as before) 
will place himself on the left of the front rank of the 
leading Section, covered by his Covering-Sergeant ; but the 
remaining Section-leaders will place themselves in column 
in the same pivot flank, and not on the reversed flank. The 
other Supernumeraries will be on the reverse flank of their 
respective Sections. (Pt. IE., p. 109, sec. 32.) 

VIIL Files are brought up to the front by the double. 
(Cap. xviii., p. 63.) 

ERRATA. 

Page 15, line 11, /or "Company** read " SubdlTisions." 

Page 26, line 21, for " right in front " read " as in line." 

Page 27, line 4, for " quarter " read " halt" 

Page 44, line 4, for " halt *' read " march." 

Page 46, line 5 from bottom, deU " not.'* 

Pages 51, 52. In forming to the reverse flank from file-marching, the Covering. 
Sergeant rons out to mark the point of the fbrmation of the outer flank. {See obser- 
vaUons dboffe, m.) 

JPiVoSJ, Hdo 31, /or "pivot" read "front.** 
i%»»«?, me 15, M ♦'flwt" fwrf ««pl?c»t." 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

On a late occasion, Colonel M'Murdo addressed the Volunteers 
in the following terms : — 

" By the term discipline I do not mean the checking of bad conduct. 
I mean that habitual union, that combination of mind and body brought 
to bear on a certain object — that mental and bodily combination, which 
takes away all individual action, and makes the company, the battalion, 
or the brig^e act like a machine. Now, this can only be gained by 
company drill, I regard a company as the unit of an army, for where 
the men in each company are steady and well drilled, the whole army 
will be steady and well drilled likewise. All that you have learned in 
the way of shooting — all your zeal and patriotism — will be of no avail 
in the day of battle, without a thorough knowledge of company drill. 
I harp on company drill because nothing else will do. I beg you^ 
therefore, not to think that excellence in shooting is everything ; it is 
nothing unless you have perfect steadiness of formation under fire." — 
Times, April 2nd, 1861, 

Such a statement, from such an authority, needs no further com- 
ment, when the importance of Company Drill is under considera- 
tion. The writer has, therefore, only to give his reasons for 
adding yet another treatise to the many on the same subject. 

Drill books hitherto published, are, it is admitted, precise, and 
to those already conversant with the subject, sufficiently explicit ; 
but the general complaint is, that they are not clear and self- 
explanatory to the learner. They are rather books of reference. 
The object the compiler has had in view is to furnish a book of 
instruction^ which will explain all the movements of a Company 
in such a familiar manner as may be readily comprehended, with 
the aid of counters or dominoes. The following treatise, it is 
hoped, will meet the requirement. 

In the present compilation, the writer, while strictly following 
the "Field Exercises," has derived great assistance from Mr. 
MaJton's invaluable illustrated work, which it would be well for 
the more advanced soldier to possess. 

The marginal notes are given to avoid needless repetitions. 

A portion of the following appeared in the " Rifleman.*' 

C. H. C. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

1. The following treatise is intended principally for the 
instruction of a Soldier when he joins "Company Drill.'* 

2. The intention of the writer, or rather compiler, is to 
explain in a familiar manner the different duties required 
of a soldier in the ranks, and the object of the various 
movements, so that he may the more readily understand the 
" why and the wherefore." 

3. It is an erroneous impression some people have, that a 
soldier is a mere machine, and has nothing more to do than 
obey orders. It is true that the greater part of his duty is 
to act up to the commands of the officer immediately over 
him, but many of these commands pre-suppose a knowledge 
of detail, indispensable to the carrying out of the orders. 
Each individual has his responsibility. The commanding 
officer gives the command what is to be done, and the Cap- 
tain of each Company and other officers (in some instances) 
give the orders in detail; the men carry out those orders, 
which often pre-suppose a knowledge of other details. It 
is our purpose, in addition to the details required to be 
mastered by the private, before he can be declared "an 
Effective," to state the duties and positions of the officers 

and non-commissioned officers. Cap. «. 3. 

It is presumed that the reader is thoroughly conversant 
with " facings," " paces," and " cadence," in slow, quick, 
and double time, and that he knows how to execute " the 
diagonal march," to "mark time," &c. 
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Begiment. 
Battalion. 



Company. 
Cap. a.^. 



Sal)diTisions. 



Cap. U. 3. 
Cap. iii. 1, 2. 

Cap. ii. 3. 

F. K. p. 49. 
Fae. 



CHAPTER n. 

THE PARTS OP A REGIMENT. 

1. A Begiment is a given number of men under the 
command of one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and two 
Majors. 

2. A Battalion. — Sometimes a regiment numbers more 
than can be conveniently commanded by one man. The 
voice is limited in power, and cannot be distinctly heard by 
more than 800 or 900 men in line. The regiment will 
then be divided into " battalions," all under one colonel, but 
each battalion will be otherwise officered as if it were a 
separate regiment. 

3. A Company. — Each battalion is divided into Com- 
panies, each Company generally containing about 100 men, 
commanded by a Captain^ a Lieutenant, an Ensign (com- 
missioned officers), Covering-Sergeant, usually three other 
Sergeants (non-commissioned officers), and as many Cor- 
porals. The latter are in the ranks. Subalterns are 
officers under the grade of Captain. 

4. Subdivisions. — For convenience of manoeuvring, a 
Company is divided into two " Subdivisions," called the 
right and left Subdivision. 

5. Sections. — And again, each Subdivision is divided into 
two " Sections," right and left " Sections " of the right and 
left Subdivisions. 

The technical expressions, which we shall be compelled 
to make use of, will be explained as the necessity for their 
use arises. 

6. A Company is always in two ranks — ^the fir<mt and 
recBT rank. Each front rank man will be what is called 
"covered" by a rear rank man, who stands immediately 
behind him, one pace of 30 inches, measuring from the heel 
of the front rank to the heel of the rear rank. In addition 
there is a third or supernumerary rank drawn up in the 
rear, consisting of subaltern officers and sergeants. Their 
principal duty, in this situation, is to keep the other ranks 
closed up to the front during the attack, and to prevent any 
break beginning in the rear ; also to correct any mistakes 
that may occur during the movements. 

7. A man in line with his immediate rear rank man is 
called a "file." 

8. Each man is supposed to occupy 21 inches in line. 
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9. Under the present system a Company will be drilled as 

if in battalion, or several Companies, hence the expressions Cap. a. 2. 
" as a Company in line,'* " as a Company in column." 

10. As a Company in line, — If we take, say five or six As in line. 
table knives and place them in a line from right to left, the 
handle of the extreme right pointing outwards to the right 

and the tip of the blade touching the end of the handle of 
number 2, and so on, each knife will represent a single 
Company, as in line ; when, therefore, the expression "as a 
Company in line " is used in the sequel, it will be under- 
stood that the Company is supposed to be placed as one of 
these knives in line with the others. 

11. As a Company in column, — Supposing we place a Coimnn. 
finger of the left hand on the extreme end of the handle of 
number 1, and keep it in its place as a pivot , and with ^ibe 
other hand advance the blade a quarter circle to the right, 

or at a right augle to its original position, and so in suc- 
cession do the same with each knife, we shall then have the 
knives in parallel lines. So in case of Companies, this 
position will be called " Companies in column ; " and when, 
therefore, the expression "as a Company in column" is 
used, we mean a single Company, as if it were in column 
with others thus wheeled out of line. 

12. Open Column, — When the knives, representing Com- gp«o 
panics, are in the position last explained, they will be at 
equal distances from each other, so that if moved (or 
wheeled) back in the same manner as they were moved 
forward, forming a quarter circle, the end of the handle of 
each being, as before, the pivot of each knife, they would 
occupy their original places in line. The Companies are 
said to be in open column at wheeling distances, that is, 

" each is placed at a distance equal to its own front from Maiton, 82. 
the one immediately in front of it, measuring from the heels 
of the front rank of one to the heels of the front rank of the 
next."* 

13. Open Column of Subdivisions, — We have said 'that 

a Company is divided into two Subdivisions. Suppose two Subdivisions. 
knives are placed in line, in a similar manner as before ^*^ ^' ** 
described to represent a single Company, each knife one p- • * • 
Subdivision, and the blades be advanced in a similar 
manner as before directed at right angles to the original ^^p- ^' ^^• 
lino, forming a quarter circle, we shall then have a proper 



• Malton's ** Ooatpmj and Battalion Drill.** liotua«iBi\ 0»m «Di&.^»D.. \^K«^ « 
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representation of a Company in open column of Sub- 
divisions. 

Sections. 14. Open Column of Sections, — And so, also, if four 

knives be in like naanner placed in line representing one 

Cap. ii. 5, 10. Company, each knife one Section, and the blades be ad- 
vanced in a similar manner as before directed at right 
angles to the original line (a quarter circle), we shall then 
have a proper representation of a Company in open column 
of Sections. , 

15. Half-distance and Quarter-distance Columns, — When 
at these distances they will occupy respectively (as their 

Maiton,p. 83. names imply) one half and one quarter the space required 
for an open column. 

Close Column 16. Close Column is formed with the Companies, Sub- 

Maiton,p.84. divisions, or Sections at two paces from each other, 
measuring from the heels of the rear rank of one Company, 
Subdivision, or Section, to the heels of the front rank of 
the next. 



CHAPTER ni. 

TELLING OFF A COMPANY IN FILES, SUBDIVISIONS, AND 
SECTIONS. 

1. A Company is what is called " told off," by each front 
rank man being numbered, commencing from the extreme 

Cap. iv. 2. right with " one," who is called the " right flank man," 
because he is on what is called the right flank, and each 
front rank man numbering off in succession "two," 
" three," &c., to the man on the extreme left, who is called 
the left flank man, being on the "left flank." The number 
must be given distinctly and followed up sharply, care 
being taken not to turn the head to the right, otherwise the 
next man on the left may not be able to hear. The respec- 

Cap. iL G. *ive covering men (that is the man in the immediate rear of 
each front rank man) in the rear rank will take the same 
numbers as the front rank men they respectively cover. 

2. The rear rank man must take care always to keep 
immediately behind his immediate front rank man ; if he 
shift from this position he will be in his wrong place, and 
the manoeuvres will be incorrectly or slovenly performed. 

8. It is important that each man should remember his 
original number when " told off," on commencing the day's 
drill or parade, so that he may resume his place (technically 
called "falling-in") without confusion, in case the Company 
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should be deranged, or temporarily " dismissed," or " break 
ofl^" to be re-formed, to be told off in " fours," &c.* 

4. All odd numbers are called " right files," the even ^^**°^^^ 
numbers " left files." It is equally important that each Cap! li. 7. 
front and rear rank man or "file," should remember whether 

he is a right or left file. 

5. Should the file on the left of the Company, however, 
be an odd number, it will act as a left file, and the left but 
one file, although an even number, will act as a right file. 
If there is a blank file {i.e. a file without a rear rank man), 
it must be the third file from the left of the Company. 

6. The Company is then "told off*' in "Subdivisions" 
and " Sections." Suppose there are 40 men in the 
Company, that is, 20 in the front and 20 in the rear 

rank. From No. 1 to No. 10 will be the right or leading subdiviaions. 

Subdivision ; 11 to 20, the left Subdivision ; 1 to 5 will be 

the right Section of the right Subdivision, or first or lead" sectionsj 

ing Section; 6 to 10 will be the left Section of the right 

Subdivision, or second Section; 11 to 15, the right Section 

of the left Subdivision, or third Section ; and 16 to 20, the 

left Section of the left Subdivision, or fourth Section, All 

these divisions will be told off by the drill instructor, or 

one of the officers. When a Company cannot be divided 

into Subdivisions of equal strength, in a right Company 

(i.e. the right on telling off the Battalion) the right Subdivision ^ j, ^ ^^ 

will be stronger ; in a left Company (i.e. on the left) the left 98. 

Subdivision will be stronger. When a Subdivision is divided 

into Sections of irregular strength, the outward Section, on 

whichever flank of the Company it may be placed, will be 

the stronger. Before a Company, formed singly, is told off 

for drill, the instructor will give the caution, " tell off as a 

right (or left) Company." The divisions will be arranged 

for the men ; each man has simply to pay strict attention 

when " told off," raising the arm from the elbow when his 

number is called, keeping it there until he hears the word 

" down," which is usually given when the divisions are 

told off. 

7. Each man has to recollect, therefore, on a Company 
being " told off," whether he is a right or Ze/ifile, in the right 
or left Subdivision ; or in the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th Section. 

8. Remembering, too, that the first and third are right 
Sections, the second and fourth are left Sections. 

• If a Company loses its order officers will atways take post at <a c»lww«. ^^^Ns^. 
flront, (cap. Till. 2, 5,) and tbe C^Mrin irill re->inun\MS txtin&^^^t^V ^ .^«^«*^« 
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9^ When a Companj is told off in Subdivisions and 
Sections, it is equally imp(M*tant that the right and left flank 
men of each Subdivision or Section should remember that 
he is such right or left flank man, as the accuracy of a right 
Cap. X. or left wheel, as after stated, will mamlj depend on tho 
steadiness of these men. 

N.B.-^K a man in the ranks, with ordinary intelligence, 
will, during drill, give an undivided attention to commands, 
ai&d a£ber drill consult the ^^ Field Exercises" on tibe 
di£^:ent movements he has been ordered to execute, in 
order to ^ them in his mind, he will not only be able to 
make himself a proficient in drill in a very short time, but 
on emergencies will be able to instruct others, and render 
himself flt to take the post of officer or non-commissioned 



CHAPTER IV. 

PROVING A COMPANY IN SUBDIVISIONS AlO) SECTIONS. 

We propose to simplify our instruction by means of 
illustrations, as we proceed. 

1. When the Company is "told off" by "numbers," 
" Subdivisions," and " Sections," it will then be "proved/* 



tf,g 



DIAGRAM I. 

if IIP 
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2. Diagram I. represents a company of 40 men, 20 in 
each rank ; the dark line represents the ft-ont rank, the 
otiier the rear rank. Each square rejwesents one man, the 
shaded line shows the/ro«^ of the Cctfnpany. The reader 
is supposed to be in the Company. Number "one" file is 
on the extreme right, " twenty" is on the extreme left. 

DIAGRAM n. 
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3. The Company will be directed to "mark time" — ^m"^^^' 
*' quick," "Subdivisions, right wheel;" Nos. 1 and 11 

(the pivot men of the wheel) in the front rank will not 
move off their original plctces, and the two Subdivisions will 
wheel to the right, and when three paces are made, they 
will be directed to " mark time." The Company will then 
be in the position shown in Diagram 11. This position is 
called an "oblique, echelon." On the words ** re-form 
Cwnpany," the two Subdivisions will wheel back to their 
original position in Diagram I. Nos. 1 and 11 steadily 
keeping on their ground. 

4. The Company will then be directed to " left wheel ;" 
Nos. 10 and 20 (now the pivot men) in the front rank will 
not move off their original places, and the two Subdivisions 
will wheel to the left, and when three paces are made, they 
will be directed to " mark time." The Company will then 
be in the position shown in Diagram III. ; on the order 
" re-form Company," the Subdivisions will wheel back to 
position in Diagram I., Nos. 10 and 20 still steadily keeping 
their ground. 

DIAGRAM III. 



5. The Company will then be directed to " righe about 
turn." It will not be "right about /ace," because the 
Company is what is technically called " on the move,^^ marking 
time. If on the " halt," it would be " right about face." 
The Company will then have the rear rank leading, the 
front rank in the rear, and the Company will be what is 
called " facing to the rear." It will be observed, now, that 
the original right flank man becomes a left flank man, and cap. ui. i. 
the left, a right flank man. The command will then be 
** Subdivisions, right wheel," Nos. 10 and 20 being now the 
right flank men of the two Subdivisions, they will keep 
their ground, and the present left flank will advance, as 
before ; when they have made three paces, they will be ^*P- *^' ^' 
directed to "mark time," and "rear-form Company," and 
will wheel back to their original i^o%\\.\»\i, x^«x xv^t. "Sa. 
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Cap. iY. 4. 



front, which is called " rear-form," in contradistinciioii to 
" front-form." 

6. And in like manner the Subdivisions will be direeted 
to " left wheel," — " rear-form Company." 
Cap.iv.i. ''^ ^^ *^® ^^^^ "front," all will "right about turn" to 

the original front, as at Diagram I. 
Cap.il. 6. 8. In like manner the "Sections" will be proved. On 

Bisections, the command " Sections right wheel," Nos. 1, 6, 11, and 16 
will keep their ground, as the pivot men of Sections on a 
right wheel, and the left flank of each Section will advance 
three paces, when they will be directed to " mark timey** 
and the Company will be in position of Diagram lY., and, as 
before, will be directed to re-form Company. 

DIAGRAM rv. 




9. On the command " Sections, left wheel," Nos. 5, IQ^ 
15, and 20, will keep their ground, and the right flanks will 
advance three paces, and will be directed to " mark time,** 
and " re-form Company." 

10. The Company will then be turned to the right about^ 
and the Company will be " proved," in like manner, rear 
rank in front, as explained in the case of Subdivisions ; and 
when "proved," will be directed to " halt, front." The 

Cap. iT. 5. command will be, " mark time," " Sections right wheel," 
" rear-form Company," " Sections left wheel," " mark time,'* 
" rear-form Company." 



CHAPTER V. 

PROVING A COMPANY IN FOURS. 

1. The Company wiU then be "told off" by "fours." 

2. " Four deep " is executed by the front and rear rank, 
in the same manner as is " two deep " from a single rank, 
except on the word "fours" the rear rank will take a pace 
of twelve inches to the rear. 

Cap. iii. 4. 3. In single rank on the word " deep," each left file will 
take one pace of twelve inches to the rear, with the left foot, 
and one step of twenty-one inches to the right with the 
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right foot. This will bring each left file directly behind his 
immediate right file ; and so the front and rear rank of a 
Company will form " four deep," 

4. A Company being told off from right to left, as before Fonn deep. 
directed, on the word " fours," the rear rank will take one cap. ui. i. 
pace of twelve inches to the rear ; and on the word " deep," f. e. p. 42. 
each left file of the front and rear rank will, as in forming 

two deep, take one pace to the rear with the left foot, and 

one pace to the right with the right foot; each left file Cap- ^'3,3. 

covering his immediate right file, called '^ doubling on the 

proper reai* of the right files." The Company will then be in cap. u. 6. 

four lines, or " four deep ;" these two steps should be made 

in quick time, the men counting mentally "one — ^two. " 

The right files do not move. 

5. Front, — On the word " front," the left files will resume 
their places, by taking one pace to the left with the left 
foot, and one pace forward with the right ; the Company 
will then be two deep, the right files not moving, and then . 
the whole rear rank will move up, one pace, to its original ^' *^* 
position. To ensure regularity, each file should count the 
movements, "one, two, three," in quick time. ' At " three," 

the whole of the rear rank will close up, the right files 
taking care not to close up until the left files are well up 
in line, and not to hurry the movement, 

6. Fours, Bight, — On the word " fours," the rear rank Fours, right, 
will step back one pace of twelve inches ; on the word 

" right," the front and rear rank will face to the right, the 
same left files will take a step with the right foot to the 
right, and one step forward with the left, counting move- 
ments as before, "one, two, three," the right files standing 
still after they have faced to the right. The Company wiS 
then be in sections of fours facing to the right. 

7. Front. — On the word "front," the whole will left face, Front, 
bringing the Company to its original front ; and the left 
files will, as last before described, take one step to the left, 
with the left foot, and one to the front with the right, and 
when in line the rear rank will take one step to the front ; 
counting "one, two, three," in quick time, as before, to 
ensure a simultaneous movement. 

8. Fours, Left. — On the word " fours," the rear rank will Fours, left. 
take one pace of twelve inches to the rear, and on the 

word " left," the whole will face to the left. Each left file 
wUl take one step to the left with the left foot, and one pace 
5ac^ with the right foot, passing in front of his right file maxL, 

9. Front, — The whole will right fa^^, ^VyOdl V^\srecL"^^x«ci!^. 



Same 
about. 
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the Company to the original front ; two deep will be then 
formed, as before described, bj the left files taking one 
pace to the left with the left foot, and one forward with the 
right, when the whole rear rank will <4ose up together. 

10. The Company will then be directed, ** Fours about." 
On the word " fours," the rear rank will take a pace to the 
rear ; and on the word "about" the whole will face to the 
right about. The left files will take one pace to the front 
with the right foot, and one to the left with the left, passii^ 
before the right files. 

Front. 11- Front, — The whole will right about to the original 

Cap. V. 7. front, and then form two deep, as before described. 

Rear rank in 12. The Company will then be directed to " mark time : 

''^"*- quick," "right about, turn," and "fours deep." Here the 

original front rank will be in the rear : on the word " fours" 
the original rear rank, now the front rank, looking to the 
rear, will take one step forward, the whole will form fours 
as before directed,* and on the words " rear- form" they will 
form two deep facing to the rear, the rear rank falling back 
{see note). 

Cap. T. 6. 1 3. Fours right, — On the word " fours," the rear rank man 
in front will take a pace in advance, and the whole will turn 
to the right and form four deep, as before described. 

14. Bear Turn. — The whole will turn to the left, fronting 
to the rear, form two deep, and the rear rank now in front 
will step back one pace. 

Cap.y.8. 15- Fmirs Left.— On the word fours, the same rear rank 

man in front will take one pace in advance, the whole will 
turn to the left, and form four deep, as before described. 

16. Bear Turn. — The whole will turn to the right 
fronting to the rear, form two deep, and the rear rank man, 
now in front, will step back one pace. 

Cap.iv.2. 1*^- ^^^^ — Front. — The Company will halt, and right 

about face, and will resume the position as in Diagram I. 

18. It must be borne in mind that whenever the word 
" front," or "rear-tum" from the front, is given, the whole 
turn to the right about, and never left about. 

19. The Company is now said to be " proved," and will 
march out and proceed to drill. 



* In some corps the original front rank (now in the rear) is made to take a pace 
hack, and the left flies take a pace to the rear with the le/t foot, and a pace to the right 
with the right foot. But this is evidently incorrect, for if the word front Is given, the 
whole would face about, and the left files would move up forming two deep, and tiie 
rear rank (now in its proper rear) would make a pace forward and close up, and the 
result would he that the original line would be a pace in advtmee of iu arigimU potUiM. 
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20. If the Company is to move by " fours," the supemu- Supem. 
merary rank, that is the officers and non*commissioned Cap. u. 
officers, who are in the rear, or third line, will on the word 
" fours,'* step back one pace. 

It is usual to form ** close column of Sections," in this cap. xxL 
part of the drill, but as this movement requires explanation, 
and a certain degree of knowledge of tibe movements, we 
will explain it later. 



CHAPTER VI. 

FORMATION OF FOURS ON THE MARCH. 

1. It will not be out of place here to explain the forma- 
tioai of fowrs while the Company is on the march. A 
Company, while advancing or retiring, may form fours^ that 
is fours to the right or fours to the left. On the word 
"fours," the present* rear rank will mark time one pace. 

This will enable the front rank to gain one pace ; and on Cap. y. 4. 
the word " deep" the left files will take their places ; or if 
formed to either flank, say to the rights the men will turn to 
the rights and in order to allow the left files to take their cap. v. 6. 
places, as before described, the right files will mark time two 
paces, while the left files move to their places as when 
£[>rming fours from the halt, as above described, and the 
whole will then move on in the new direction. In the same cap. v. 8. 
manner " fours left," on the word " fours," the present rear 
rank will mark time one pace : on the word " left" the men 
will turn to the left, the right files will mark time two paces, 
while the left will move to their places as when forming 
fours on the halt, as before described, and the whole will 
then move on in the new direction. 

2. If required to form " fours" from file marching, the cap. xiv. 2. 
right files will mark time, two paces, the rear rank will open 

to the right, and left files will step into their proper places, Cap.r. 6. 
as into Section of fours. And to re-form two deep from 
fours to file-marching, the right files will mark time two 
paces, while the left files resume their places, and the rear 
rank will close in to the left. 

3. On the words " front turn," or " rear turn," the whole Maiton,4i. 
will turn to the front or rear as required, the right files 
marking time, two paces as before, while the left files will 
resume their original places ; and the rear rank will regain 

• We say "present rear rank," because the proper front rank tb».i \»^ Vsi x^"«,** 
tefinre described. 
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its distcmce ; the whole then will march steadily to the 
front or the rear as the case may be. 
Forming two ^' ^-^' — ^ Company should be exercised in forming 
deep from « fours " close files to either flank, and re-form two deep. 
dose files, ^j^^ command will be as follows : — " Company, fours — deep," 
and when the formation is complete : — " To the right close, 
quick march." The extreme right file will remain steady, 
and all the other files will take the side step to the right, 
closing up the spaces. If on the left close, then they will 
close on the extreme left file in a similar manner. In order 
to re-form two deep the command will be, " From the right ; 
re-form two deep, quick march." The extreme right file 
will remain steady, and all the others wiU take the side step 
to the left, each successive left file will step up into his 
place when a space of 21 inches is opened for him, when his 
right file will halt, and so on in succession, the rear rank 
man closing up at the same time. And the same manner, 
" From the left, re-form two deep " the files will open out 
from the extreme left to right, the left files will take up 
their places in succession from the left in a similar manner. 
So also they may " on the centre close," the Subdivisions 
closing to the inner flanks, and also " From the centre, re- 
form two deep," the Subdivisions will extend right and left 
from the inner flanks. 

5. As this part of our work is principally for the recruit, 
we do not hesitate to occupy a little more space in en- 
deavouring to make the formation of " fours " clear to him. 
If he will take slips of paper and place them according to 
the following diagrams, he will at once comprehend the 
movements : — 

DIAGRAM V. 
Fours deep-one two. 

Fours, deep. ^^ i % I I 

't=i r=iSL 

DIAGKAM VI. 
Foots right-one two three. 

Foar..nght. ^^^^ ■■ ■ ■ 
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DIAGRAM Vn. 








Fours left-one two three. 
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Fours, left. 
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DIAGRAM VIII. 






Fours about-one two three. 
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Fours, about. 
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Cap. iv. 10. 
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Sizing a Company is to prevent an irregular appeai*ance in sizing aCom- 
the height of the men in the ranks. The tallest are placed P*^y* 
in the flanks ; the front and his rear rank man being, as 
nearly as possible, the same size. When a Company is first 
sized the following method will be adopted: — The Company * ^* ^' ^' 
will be drawn up in single file. The tallest man will be 
placed on the right, the second tallest on the left, the third 
tallest on the inner side of the right flank man, the next on 
the inner side of the left flank man, and so on in succession, 
so that the smaller men will be placed in regular gradation 
towards the centre. They will then number off* from right Cap.iii. i. 
to left ; and then in Subdivisions as before described, taking Cap. iv. 4. 
care, if the number is uneven, whether the Company is a 
right or left flank company. They will then be formed in 
two deep, the left files of the right Subdivision will be ^P* ***•*• 
ordered to take one pace to the rear and one to the right, 
and the left files of the left Subdivision one pace to the 
front and one to the right. If the left flank man is a right 
file he will also take a pace to the front, and the whole will 
be directed to close on the right file. The rear rank will cap. m,\,2, 
cover correctly, and if there be a blank file, it must be the Cap. iii. 6. 
third from the left. 



Proving a Company, — ^In order to brin^ uxL'i'et wv^\jkft»^ 



22 HAi^DY BOOK OF COMPANY DRILL. 

F. E. p. 88. the commands for proving a Company, we will transcribe 
• the following from the " Field Exercises." 

After a Company has been told off on parade, it will be 
proved in the following manner:— 

" Mark time — Quick — Subdivisions, right wheel" (when 
in echelon). " Mark time — Re-form Company." 

" Subdivisions, left wheel" (when in echelon). " Mark 
time — Re-form Company." 

" Sections, right wheel " (when in echelon). " Be-form 
Company." 

" Sections left wheel " (when in echelon). " Re-form 
Company." 

The Company will then be turned to the right about and 
be proved in the same manner rear rank in front. 

" Halt— Front." "Fours ddep, Front." "Fours right. 
Front." " Fours left, Front." " Fours about. Front." 

The Company will also be proved, rear rank in front, 
in forming fours to the right and left " on the march," as 
follows : — 

"Mark time— Quick." " Right-about— Turn." "Fours 
right — rear turn." "Fours left — ^rear turn." "Halt — 
Front." 

" Form close column of Sections — Quick march." " Re- 
form Company — Quick march." 

"Form square on the leading Company. Sections out- 
wards." "Re-form Company, Quick march." " Halt, Dress," 
or according to the position it is to take in column.* 

" Right Sections, first and third, order arms," " Left 
Sections, second and fourth, order arms." " Right Sub- 
divisions — Stand at ease." "Left Subdivisions — Stand at 



CHAPTER Vn. 

WORD OP COMMAND. 

1. It is important that the movement of the men should 



* As this morement can only be done by several Companies, it hardly comes within 
the njiK^ of Company Drill. The reader is therefore referred to the " Field Exer- 
dses," Part ni., Section 44, p. 173. Tlie sinRle Company ought, nevertheless, to be 
exercised in forming Sections outwards ; that is, the 1st and 2nd Sections being 
wheeled together to the right, and the 3rd and 4th to the left, a quarter cirde ; the 2nd 
and 3rd closing up in rear of the 1st and 4th respectively, which fece outwards, and 
will halt without word of command, and then to re-form column; the pivot-men will 
fece to the direction of the wheel as described in Chapter x. 2.— Before re-forming 
column, the 2nd and 3rd Sections will step back to wheeling distance. When there 
are six Companies forming square, tlie Sections of the 3rd and 4th Companiei will be 
directed to wheel outwards, forming reBpecUvely the opposite sides of the mpiaxe. 
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be shnaltaneous; it must, tkerefbre, be borne in mind, that 
when the conmiand is being given, the Company, being gd. 
the " halt," must not more until the word " March " has 
been pronounced ; or, if " marking time," the word " For- 
ward." 

2. The first part of the command is "cautionary" only. Caution. 
and a pause will be made. This pause is to give time 

for the of&cers and the covering-sergeant to take up their 
places required by the new position; and in cases of wheel- 
ing from the halt, for the pivot-men to face, as after 
explained. When these positions are taken, on the word Cap. x. 4. 
" March," or " Forward," the men will step out to execute 
the required movement, and not before. 

3. There are exceptions. On formation of " fours," or Capp. v. . 
" two deep," the word " March " is not given. 

4. The word " March " is given when the men are re- 
quired to move forward or backward from the " halt." 

5. When the men are required to " mark time," the com- 
mand will be followed with " Slow" or "Quick ;" and when 
required to advance, the word will be " Forward." 



CHAPTER YIIL 

BIGHT IN FRONT; AND LEFT IN FRONT. 

1. It is most important that a man in the ranks should 
know when the Company is right or left in front. There 
must be no hesitation in this. 

2* A Company is said to be " in line " when drawn up in cap.a.io,n 
line with the other Companies of the Battalion; "in 
column," when it is wheeled out of the line and formed as 
a Company in parallel columns to the other Companies, or 
the Company itself wheeled from line into Subdivisions or 
Sections. The terms right or left in front are only applied 
to Companies, or a Company in column, and not in line, 

3. When a single Company is " told off," the men are Cap. iii. i. 
numbered from right to lejl. In Diagram I. " one " will 
be the right flank man. He will have " two " on his cap. iv. 2. 
" left," as a left Jlle, and so on. When the Company is 
standing in that position, whether facing to the north, 
south, east, or west, it is said to be right in front. Take 
the Diagram I., representing a single Compau-jj, «sA ««:^<5!«.^ ^i«5i.>R.'k, 



Cap. u. 10. 
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yourself in the ranks, facing, of course, towards the shaded 
line, representing the face of the Company, and you turn 
the diagram which way you will, being in the ranks, you 
will turn with it, and you will still have the original rigkt 
flank man on the right, and that will still be the proper 
right in front. It must, however, be remembered that all 
Companies are drilled as if in Battalion, and when drawn 
up will be as in line; therefore, properly speaking, the term 
right in front is not applicable. ' 

4. If a Company or column of Companies be faced about, 
and march to the rear, the rear rank in front, they will be, 
what is called, taking ground to the rear, and wUl not be 
manoeuvred in that position ; it will be still right in front, 
marching or taking ground to the rear. 

Cap. u. 11. 5. When a Company is in column, that is, has wheeled 

^htin f^Qjjj line into Subdivisions or Sections by the words 
" right wheel," the right Subdivision, or the right Section 
of the right Subdivision (as the case may be) will be 

Cap.iv.3. leading. Take Diagram 11., and suppose ,the "right 
wheel " of the two Subdivisions to be completed at right 
angles to the original position, and the quarter circle com- 

Cap.iv.8. pleted; and Diagram IV., the "right wheel" of the four 
Sections to be in like manner completed, then we shall have 
the right Subdivision or its right Section (as the case may 
be) leading ; the Company in column in this position, will 
be right in front. Supposing we have a succession of Com- 
panies in line, then on the Companies wheeling out of line 
to the right. No. 1 Company, that is, the Company on the 
extreme right of the line, will be leading, and the others 
would be following in the rear in succession; we should 
then have the Companies in column right in front, 

6. If, in this position, the word of command be "right 
about face," or, if on the "march," "right about turn," 
and though the left Subdivision or the left Section of that 
Subdivision (as the case may be) will be leading, the Com- 
pany will not be left in front, but the Company will be 
marching to the rear for a temporary purpose as above 
stated, and the rear rank will be in front ; this must be 
borne in mind. It will be a Company in column right in 
front marching to the rear. 

Cap. X. 14. 7. In order to bring a Company in this position to the 
proper front, it will be ordered to " right about face," or 
if on the march, " right about turn." It cannot, for reasons 
after explained, wheel into line from this position. 

Left in front 8. When a Company is in column, that is, has wheeled 
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out of line into Subdivisions or Sections, by the words 

*' left wheel," then the left Subdivision, or its left Section 

(as the case may be), will be leading. Take Diagram HE., Cap. iy.14. 

and suppose the " left wheel " to be completed, then we 

shall have the left Subdivision leading ; and, in like manner, 

if in Sections, its left Section leading. The Company in 

column in this position will be left in front. If we have a 

succession of Companies in line, then on the Companies 

wheeling out of line to the left, the extreme Company on 

the left of the line will be leading, and the others would 

be following in its rear in succession: we should then 

have the Companies in column left in Jront, As the front 

rank will be leading, the Company cannot be brought to 

a Company in column right in front, by the word " front," 

or by requiring it either to " right about face," or " turn," 

for then the rear rank would be in front, and would be a 

Company left in front, marching to the rear ; it is brought 

to the proper right in front by first wheeling into line, by ^Jp- ^j ^ 

wheeling on the centre, or by the countermarch, as after Cap! xvils. 

explained. 

9. If the Company be right in front, and the word of 
command be " fours right," or, if simply " right face," or 
" right turn," then the original extreme right files will be 
leading, the Company will be "right in front;" but in 
what is called on "a flank march," of fours or files (as 
tiie case may be), and on the word " front," or " front 
turn," they will "left face," or "turn" and come to its 
original "front," if in fours will first form "two deep." 
The same will apply if the Company is in column of Sub- 
divisions or Sections file marching. 

10. But, if the word of command is " fours left," or 
" left face," or " left turn," then the original extreme left 
file will be leading, the Company will be " left in front," 
on a flank march. On the word " front," or " front turn," 
the Company will be brought to its proper " right in front " 
by "turning to the right," or "right face;" and, if in 
fours, first forming " two deep." 

11. If the Company is on the diagonal march, then, Diagonal 
on the word " front," if on the right half-turn, it will half- '^^^'^' 
turn to the left, if on the lefl half-turn, it will half-turn 

to the rights and thus resume the proper front. Or, if 
right or left in front, on the diagonal march, to bring the 
Company facing to the rear, it will be ordered to "rear 
turn ;" if " front turn," then it will turn to the proper front 
by the shortest turn from the diagonal facing. 
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CHAPTER rx. 

BBESSING. 

Cap.ii. 10. I. A Company as in line will be dressed from the ri^ht 
In line. qt left flank, according to circumstances, afker explained; and 
each man will regulate his position in the line from the right 
or left as directed, by moving till he is just able to distingnidi 
the lower part of the face of the second man beyond lam in 
that direction. But for dressing a Battalion in line, see 
" Field Exercises,'' Part iii. sect. 7, p. 107. 

N.B. — ^A Company in line (in Battalion) adrancing or 
retiring will dress by the centre. 
Cap.iu. 11. 2. When the Company is in column right in front {i.e. 
Ri ht in "^^l^eel^d to t^© right out of line), the Ci^tain" will change 
front. his flank, and will place himself on the left flank leading. 

Gap. Tiii. 5. and the men of the Company in cokimn, and of each Sub* 
division or Section, if in Subdivisions or Sections, will dress 
by the left. The left is now called the pivot flank. When, 
therefore, the right is in front, the left will be the pivot. 
The right flank in this position is called the "revOTse 
flank." 
Cap.viii.8. • 3. When a Company is in column, left in front, the Cap- 
Left In front, tain will take the lead, placing himself on the right flanks 
and the column will dress by the right. The right is now 
called the pivot flank. When, therefore, the left is in 
front the right will be the pivot; the left flank will be the 
" reverse flank." 
Maiton, p. 2. 4. The above explanation applies as well to columns of 
Companies as to columns of Subdivisions or Sections. A 
Company or Companies, therefore (or their parts), in single 
column, at whatever distance the column may be formed, 
F. E. p. 5. ^jQyep ajj^ dress to the pivot flank. 

5. Each man, when properly in line, should feel hia 
right or left hand man (towards the pivot flank) at the 
thick part of the arm, immediately below the elbow. 
Diagonal 6. During the diagonal march the leading flank will 

march. ^ ^^ pivot for the time being; for instance, when a 
Company is moving diagonally to the right, the right, or 
leading man, will be the pivot, for the time being, and 
vice t'er.sd, and he nmst^ therefore, pay particular attention 
to his pace and direction, as the accuracy of the moyement 
will depend on him. The other files must be caredful that 
their right (if £ftced to tho left, ihen Hie left) arms cU) not 
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get beyond the centre of the men's backs who precede 
them in echelon ; if they keep this position their right feet 
will just clear the left of the preceding files, and vice versd ^- ^* p* ^^'' 
on the left quarter turn. 

7. In the diagonal march of a Company as in column, Cap. ix. 2, 3. 
when the half-turn is to the pivot flank, the Captain will 

lead the Company; when to the reverse flank (and the 
Captain is not ordered to change his flank), the Lieutenant jj^^^ jg 
wiU move up (he was in the rear of the reverse flank), and 
will lead the diagonal march. 

8. If the Captain changes his flank on the march, as he 
takes up his place, he will give the words " by the left," or 
"by the right," as he falls in in his new place; if he 
changes during a wheel, the above words " by the right," 
or " by the left," as the case may be, will be immediately 
followed by the word " forward." 

N.B. — 9. While, therefore, the men will be from time 
to time directed by which flank they should dress, by the 
words, " by the right," or " by the left," it is nevertheless 
necessary they should bear continually in mind by which 
flank they are to dress, by observing whether the column 
i^ right or left in front ; for, when wheeled into column, the men 
have to correct their own dressing without the word of command. 

10. When a halted column is wheeled into line, the 
Captain will dress his Company when in line from the pivot ; 
and when the dressing is completed, will take his place 
as in line, as after explained. 

11. The faces of the men form the line of dressing, and F.E.p.27. 
not their breasts or feet. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE WHEEL. 

1. The wheel is the only apparent difficulty the soldier 
has to overcome: but, with a little pains, and a strict atten- 
tion to the directions of the instructor, a wheel will be 
properly effected. The movement is the same as that of 
a gate on its hinges. The hinges represent what is called 
tiie "flank pivot," which moves, as it were, on an axis, 
the pivot man not shifting his ground:; the other extreme 
flank is to advance, the flank man stepping out the full 
regulation step ; if slow or quick, 30 inches •, if davs^iXa^*^^ 
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inches. This flauk is called the " wheeling flank." Each 
intermediate flle will regulate his step according to his dis- 
tance from the wheeling flank, lessening to the pivot. If 
each man will look outwards or to the wheeling flank, 
always keeping in sight the lower part of the face of his 
Cap. ix. 5. second man on that side, and feel inwards^ that is, touch 
the man on his pivot flank, the wheel will be effected regu- 
larly. If this rule be not strictly attended to, he will not 
only be out himself, but he will put every one else out. 
The man on the wheeling flank will look inwards towards 
the pivot flank. 

2. If the wheel is from the lialt, or, as it is termed, a 
" halted " or " standing pivot," the pivot man of the front 
rank (and for all purposes of the wheel the front rank man 
on the pivot flank is called the ^^ pivot marC^) will face to 
the direction of the wheel, after the caution word and 

Cap.vii.2. i)efore "march." He will keep this position while the 
others wheel forward, as before described, on that pivot. 

3. If on a " moveable pivot," that is, when the Com- 
pany being on the move, or " on the move " forms part of 
the command, the pivot man brings his inner shoulder 
gradually round with the other men, at the same time 
circling round the wheeling point with very short steps. 

Cap.ii. 10. 4. If a Company as in line be directed to "right wheel" 
from the " halt," the front rank right file will right face and 

Cap. X. 9. stand fast, his rear rank man uncovering him, as after ex- 
plained, and the Company will wheel round to the right 

Cap. ii. 11. on the word "march." (It will then be a Company as in 

Cap. vifi. 5. column^ right in front.) If left wheel, then the left file 
becomes pivot man, who will face to the left and stand fast, 
and the right flank will move forward round that pivot 
on the word " march," and the Company will be in column, 
left in front. 

5. On the words "Subdivisions (or Sections) right 
wheel," the Company being on the halt, the right flank 
man of each Subdivision or Section will face to the right 
and stand fast, and his rear rank man will uncover, as 
after described, and the Subdivisions or Sections will 
wheel, as before described, on the word " march ; " the 

Cap.vmi«. Company will then be in columns of Subdivisions or 
Sections, right in front. " Subdivisions (or Sections), left 
wheel," then the left flank men of each Subdivision or 
Section will become the pivot men and face to the left;, 
and their respective rear rank men will uncover, as aft;er 

Cap.x.9. explained; and on the word "march," the Subdivisions 



Cap. Tiii 8. 



Cap. X. 9«; 



THE WHEEL. 29 

or Sections will wheel to the left, and the Company 

will be in column of Subdivisions or Sections, left in ^ .,, „ 

fh)nt. '^■'^'- 

6. When the Company " on the halt " is in open column q^^ ^ ^2. 
of Subdivisions or Sections, and is ordered to wheel into 

line, if right in front, the word of command will be " left 
wheel into line," the pivot man on the left of each Sub- 
division or Section (as the case may be) will left face, and 
stand fast, and his rear rank man will uncover, as after Cap, x. 9. 
explained, and will raise the left arm from the elbow* till 
the command " eyes front " is given by the Captain. The 
Subdivision or Section will wheel into line on the word 
" march." If the column is left in front, that is, the left Cap. vm. 8. 
Subdivision, or the left Section of the left Subdivision (if 
in Sections) leading, then the word of command will be 
"right wheel into line;" then the pivot man on the right 
will face to the right, and raise the left arm as before 
described, his rear rank man will uncover, and the Sub- 
divisions or Sections will wheel into line as before Cap. x. 9. 
described. 

7. If, however, the wheel from open column into line 

takes place while "on the march" or "on the move," or cap. iv. 3, 8. 
moveable pivot from the halt, then the command will ^ ^ jg 
be right or left wheel into line; and each pivot man will 
keep his ground, as before described, gradually coming 
round with the Company, Subdivision, or Section, as the 
case may be. 

'J 8. The right backward wheel is effected exactly in the same 
way, the extreme right front rank man, the pivot, keeping 
his ground (if from the halt, facing to the left), the left 
flank wheeling backward on that pivot. The lefi back- 
ward wheel is effected by the pivot man on the left keeping 
his ground (and if from the halt facing to the right), and 
the right flank wheeling backwards on that pivot. The Cap. x. 9. 
7*ear rank men do not uncover as in wheeling forward. 

9. In all cases of wheeling forwards from the halt,f the 
rear rank man of the wheeling pivot will, after the 
'•'cautionary" words, and before the word "march" isCap.viL2. 
given, take one pace to the rear with the foot towards 
the pivot flank of the wheel, and one to the side with 
the other foot, so as to cover the file in the rear rank next cap.m. 1,2. 

• Biflemen carry the rifle on the right arm. 

t Except in forming Company to the front from the file-marching, as after explained 
(019. XT. 2). 
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to him towards the wheeling flank, and he will resume kis 
place when on the wheel. But on the backward whed, 
and when the men are faced about to wheel, he does nOit 
do so. 

10. When a Company is simply directed to right op leUt 
wheel, it will continue to wheel on the pivot until it is 
either directed to " halt " or " forward ; " in the latter 
case, the whole will step forward the usual pace. 

Cap.ii. 13, li* When a Company, in column of Subdivisions or 

*4- Sections, on the march, is directed to " change direction 

to the right" or " left," the officers, or sergeants, attacked 
to each Subdivision or Section will give the word right «r 
left wheel at the proper wheeling moment, and the Sub- 
division or Section will wheel in that direction; and, ait 
the proper time, he will say, "forward." Care must fee 
taken not to wheel or step forward until the word is given, 
otherwise the distances will be lost or gained, as the case 
may be. 

Cap.x. 6,7. 12. If the words "on the move" precede the "caution" 
" right " or " left wheel," the Company being on the halt,* 
it implies that the pivot man (or men), instead of facing 
into the named direction at the wheel, will stand fast till 
the word " march," when the wheel will proceed exactly 
as if made on the march, and that the march will be con- 
tinued on the word " forward " being given. 

Maiton,6. 13. As a general rule, the cautionary word "wheel," 
when the men are on the halt, will imply that a wheel of 
a quarter circle is to be made, unless preceded by the 
words " — paces " or " on the move." 

14. It may be useful to remember that, when Companies 
are in column, or a Company in column of Subdivisions 
or Sections right in front, it will left wheel into line, and, 

Cap. viii. 6,8. j£ ^ ^ front, it will right wheel into line. If in the former 
instance the columns were to right wheel, the whole of the 
original line would be disarranged, the right of each Section 
would be on the left ; the right flank men on the left 
of their Subdivisions or Sections, and vice versdy and the 
Company would be what is called clubbed. And the same 
confusion will take place if, when left is in front, they are 
directed to left wheel into line. But, again, if right is m 
front, and the whole are directed to "right about turn," 
and though the fourth section is leading, we cannot bring 

Cap. viu. 7. them right wheel into line, because the rear rank would be 

• The above are general mies for wheeling; we shall have, in describing partioahHr 
moremeuts, to point oat in detail the duties of the men in their respectlTe places. 
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in front, and the same confusion as before described would 
be the result ; they must be brought to the ^" front " and 
then wheeled into line. And so, also, if the proper left t« 
in front, on the word "right about turn," though the first 
section would be leading, we cannot wheel into line in 
this position, because the rear rank would be in front, and 
the wheeling into line would create the same confusion; 
they must be faced to the right about from rear again, and 
then wheeled into line. These positions are merely stated 
here in order to lead the men in the ranks to think and 
understand what they are ordered to do, and the e£^t of 
the WOTds of command. 

15. It is important to be able to calculate distances for 
any given number of Files. On a wheel it is usual for 
the Covtring-Sergeant to run out to take up a point where 
the wheeling fiank will rest, and for that purpose he 
should be able to calculate, by the paces he takes while 
running out, the proper distance. 

A man in line occupies a front of 21 inches, and the 
length of pace is 30 inches. If, therefore, he take two- 
thirds the number of paces as comprises the number of 
files in front of the Company, Subdivision, or Section 
wheeling, he will be about correct. But the following 
rule is laid down for calculatiug the exact distance: — 
Multiply the number of files by 7, and divide the result 
by 10 ; the quotient will give the paces, and the remainder 
(tf any) multiplied by 3, will give the inches over. But 
for all practical purposes, it would be sufficient to multiply 
the number of files by 7 and cut off the figure on the 
right. \ 

N.B. — The position and duty of Officers, &c., during ^ 
these wheels, will be explained in the proper plaoe. xziy.'zxr. 



CHAPTEE XI. 

WHEELING ON THE CENTRE. 

1. Imagine a compass-needle working on the centre pivot. 
If one end be advanced, the other end will retire, and 
vice versd. The needle does not alter- its locality, but one 
half will advance and the other half retire, both revolving 
round the same pivot. And so a Company wheeling on the 
centre. One Subdivision will advance while the other * 
rttires. 
X 2. It will be observed, however, that \XiOT^ ^?r^\s^ ^cs^t^^^as^^v^.-t. 
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pivot men, namely, the two inner flank men of each Sub- 
division. As a Company cannot wheel on two pivots any 
more than the needle of itie compass, the invariable rule is, 
that the inner flank man of the Subdivision that advances 
Tvill be the pivot man of a Company wheeling on the 
centre. The flank man of the wheeling forward Subdivision 
Cap. X. 2. *^^s becoming the pivot, will, on the ** caution," face to the 
new direction, and his rear rank man uncover, as before 
^'^' ' described. 

3. As on the words " right wheel *' the left flank moves 
forward, so "on the centre right wheel" the left Sub- 
Cap. x. 5. division will move forward, forming the ordinary move- 
ment of a right wheel; the right flank man of the ft'ont 
rank of the left Subdivision, being the pivot man, will face 
to the right and keep his ground, his rear rank man un- 
cap. X. 0. covering, who will take up his place as the wheel proceeds. 

The left Subdivision will represent the advancing half of 
the compass-needle, the right Subdivision will therefore 
Cap. X. 8. necessarily fall back, and will left backwards wheel. 

4. On the words " on the centre left wheel," the right 
Subdivision will be the advancing Subdivision wheeling 
to the left, and the inner left flank man of the front rank 
of this Subdivision will be the pivojt man, and will face 
to the left and keep his ground, and his rear rank man will 

Cap. X. 9. uncover as before ; the left Subdivision will wheel back, as 
Cap. X. 8. in a right backwards wheel. 

5. When there are more than twelve men in a Sub- 
division, it is usual to direct the Subdivision that has to 

• retire to face to the right about and wheel, rear rank in 
front, and, when the wheel is complete, to face to the 
original front. 
Cap. u. 10, 6, It is important to remember, when a Company as in 
**' line, wheeling on the centre, wheeled to the right, it be- 

comes a Company as in column, right in front ; if wheeled 
to the left, it becomes a Company as in column, left in front. 
Similarly a Company as in column, right in front, if wheeled 
to the. left, and a Company as in column, left in front, if 
wheeled to the right, mil wheel into line ; because, as we 
before observed, each Company is supposed to be one of the 
battalion ; and the eflect will be just the same, as if the 
Company wheeled from line into column, or column into 
line. 

7. A Company as in line or column wheeling in the 
centre from the halt, the command will be " on the centre 
right [or left] wheel— quick march." On the word 
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** wheel," the Captain will place himself one pace in the Captain, 
front of the centre of the Subdivision that advances, and 
will face to the front. 

The Covering-Sergeant will run out, and take up his corcring- 
position, in order to mark where the outer flank of the same Sergeant, 
advancing Subdivision will rest, placing himself in a line 
(aligning himself) with the pivot man, who has faced to 
the direction of the wheel. 

On the word " March " — 

The Captain will turn towards his Company, and will Captain. 
move to the flank marked by die Covering-Sergeant. 
When the wheel is completed he will give the words, 
** Company," " halt," " dress," " eyes front." 

If lie retiring Subdivisioif has been faced about, then, 
after " halt," the Captain will add " front ;" and the men 
of the retiring Subdivision will face to the front by the 
right about face. 

If the wheel bring the Company from line into column Cap. xu. 6,9. 
right in fronts then the Captain will place himself on the ^^^ 
left flank, if left in ftront^ on the right flank. If wheeling Captain. 
into line, then on the right, as a Company in line. 

The Covering-Sergeant will fall into his proper place as a Cap.xii.6,9. 
Company in column or in line, as the case may be. sergeaSit." 

The Lieutenant will move across to his proper place also, cap. xiL 6, 9. 
according as the movement brings the Company in column Lieutenant. 
or line right or left in front. 

The Supernumerary rank will take its distance from the supem. 
rear rank during the wheel. 

8. If a Company as in line is required to wheel on its F. E. 65. 
centre preparatory to a change of front in line, the Captain 
will dress his Company by the flank that wheels forward 
to the Covering-Sergeant, and will then move to his proper 
position in line ; the supernumerary rank will preserve its 
proper distance and position. For this purpose, a Company 
may wheel the quarter circle or any given number of paces. 
In the latter case, the Covering- Sergeant will step the paces 
named from the eighth file from the centre counting towards Cap. xiii. 
the flank that wheels forward, in the manner after directed. 
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Ctep. iL 10. 
Gq». iii. 6. 



Open order. 



Captain. 



lieutenant. 



Corerinc- 
Sergeaot. 



Cap. xiL 1. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

TAKING OPEN AND CLOSE ORDEB. THE POSITION OF 
OPFtCERS IN A COMPANY IN LINE AND IN COLUMN. 

1. A Company as in line will be drawn up in cloee 
order, that is, the rear rank immediately behind the fixmt 
rank, the Supernumerary rank three paces in the rear. On 
the command (the Company being on the " halt ") " rear 
rank, take open order," the flank men, that is, the extreme 
right and the extreme lefb men of the rear rank, will take 
two paces to the rear and face to their right.* On the 
word " march," the rear rank' will take two full paces to 
the rear, the flank men will front and raise their left arms 
from the elbow, the hand open. On the word "rear rank, 
dress," given by the Sergeant on the right of the Super- 
numerary rank, the rear rank will look to its right and 
dress ; on the words " eyes front," they will turn their eyes 
to the front, and the flank men will drop their arms ; the 
Supernumerary rank will take four back paces, and the 
same Sergeant will dress the Supernumerary rank, " Super- 
numerary rank— dress — eyes front." 

On the word "Order," the Officers will "recover** 
swords. 

The Captain^ who was on the right flank, will move out 
and place himself one pace in front of the second file from 
the right of the Company. 

The Lieutenant^ who was in the supernumerary rank, 
in the rear of the second file from the left flank. 

And the Ensign (or Second Lieutenant), who was in 
the rear of the centre of the Company, will both pass round 
the left flank and place themselves in front of the Company 
and of the same Files they respectively covered when in 
rear, and in a line with the Captain. 

The Covering- Sergeant, who was originally in rear of the 
Captain on the right of the rear rank, will take one pace to 
the left and take the place of the right flank rear rank 
man, who has stepped back. 

On the word " March " — 

The Officers in front will take two paces to their front. 
The Lieutenant and Ensign will look to their right ; the 



F E. D 104 * ^ battalion in line takinfi; open order, the rifl^ht-hand rear rank man of each Com- 
' panj, and the left-hand rear rank of the whole line, will step back two paces, and 
face to tlie right. 
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Captain will glance to his left and dress them, and will 
give the word " steady." 

The Officers will then " port " their swords and look to 
the front. 

The Covertng'Sergeant will take one side pace to the covering- 
right and then a pace to the front, and take the place ^^^^^^"^ 
vacated by the Captain on the right of the front rank, 

2. On resuming close order, the word of command will aose order, 
be "rear rank, take close order — ^march;" the rear rank 

will take two paces to the front, and thus close up to the 
original position, and will be in ** close order " again. 

On the word " Order " — 

The Officers in front of the Company will recover their 
swords and face to the right. On the word " march " — 

The Captain will resume his place on the right of the captain. 
front rank, and face by the right abqut to the front, and 
"carry" swords. ^ 

The Lieutenant and Ensign (or second Lieutenant^ will Lieutenant, 
resume their original places in the supernumerary rank in ^^"^^^f"* 
the rear, passing round the left flank of the Company, and 
face to the front by the right about, and ** carry" swords. 

The Covering-Sergeant will take two paces to his rear covering- 
and one pace to his left; and when the Supernumerary sergeant. 
Officers have passed to the rear and the Captain is in 
his place, he will take one pace to his right and one pace 
to the front into his place, covering the Captain on the 
right of the rear rank. 

3. When a Company as in column right in front is cap. m.!. 
marching in slow time, in order to take " open order," ^^jj 
on the words " rear rank, take open order," the rear rank 

men will, on the word " order," mark time one pace, and 
then move on steadily. 

4. On taking " close order " on ihQ march, on the word 
" order," the rear rank men will lengthen their pace until 
they regain their proper original " close order " distance Cap. xii. 
from the front rank. 

5. The Company will always be ordered to march by the f. E.p. 40. 
right before taking open order. 

6. When a Company is in line" at close order, on caution Cap. iii. lo. 
"as a Company in line," the Captain will place himself ^' ^' ^* ^^* 
on the right of the front rank. The Covering-Sergeant 

will be on the right of the rear rank, covering the Captain, officers. 
The other officers and sergeants will be in a third rauk ^ ^®' 
three paces in the rear. The Lieutenant in the rear of the 
second file from the left; the Ensign (ot S^Q.oTi^\iv^>ai^^'»»5C>i 

B 2 
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in the rear of the centre of the company; the third super* 
numerary in rear of the left sub-division; the fourth in 
' * ^ * the rear of the right, and so on. 

Cap.iii.a. ^' -^ Company as in column, the Captain will be on the 
pivot flank of the front rank, that is, if right in front, on 

In column. ^^ ^ flank, left in front on the right flank; the Covering- 
Sergeant one pace in the rear of the second file from the 
pivot flank; the Lieutenant one pace to the rear of the 
second file from the reverse flank ; the Ensign (or Second 

Cap. ix. 2, 3. Lieutenant) in rear of the centre of the Company, &c. 

Cap.xiii. 8. In marching to the front and rear, the officers and 

covering-sergeants take their places as in line or column^ as 
the case may be, as above explained. 



CHAPTER Xni. 

F.E.ptli. 3, MABCHING TO THE FRONT AND BEAB. 

1. The instructor having stated the supposed order of the 
Battalion, " as a Company in line," or " as a Company in 
column," the line (or column) will advance " by the right '* 
or " by the left." " Quick [slow, or double] March." On 

cap.ix. 1,2. the word "March," the Captain, who will be on the proper 
Captain. flank of the Company, as in lin>e or column, will select some 
object before him, say 150 yards straight in front, and then 
take some other object nearer to him, a stone, or tuft of 
grass in the same straight line, and march on this line; the 
direction of the march will be thus kept steady. On arriving 
at these points he will take up others in succession, and the 
men will be careful to step off together steadily, look to the 
front, keep their dressing, dressing to the proper flank, as 
before explained.* 

2. On retiring the caution will be " The Company (or 
column) will retire, right about face, quick, march." Or if 
on them arch, right about turn. The men will always turn 
to the right about, which must be done in three paces, and 
move off at the fourth pace in the new direction; the word 
" forward " will not be given. The rear rank will now be 
leading, and, therefore, should there be a " blank file," that 
is, an original front raoik man without a rear rank man, the 

• It is usual to add the words, " hj the left" if right in front, "Iqr the right" If l^ 
in frcnt, at the word ** march," to Indicate to the men the flank to which they ire to 
keep their dreiibig. 
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front rank man, now in the rear, will step up in lino with 
the proper rear rank, and he will resume his place again oH 
the Company being brought to the front. 

3. The Captain, if the Company is in column, will step cap. ix. 2. 
up in line with the proper rear rank when faced about, and cap. xUL 1. 
select points to direct his march as before. If in line he Cap« ^« !• 
will remain on the flank of the proper front rank. 

4. When the men are standing with "carried arms" and ^•^' v-^t- 
receive the words, quick or double march, they will slope 

arms as they take the first step to the front, except when 
wheeling on a standing pivot, or taking a number of paces 
to the front. 

N.B. — ^Artillery, who carry carbines, at the " advance '* 
will always " support arms " on the double. They never 
slope arms, and they will only "support arms" on the 
quick march when so ordered. 

5. During the slow step, the side step, and in stepping 
back, they will remain with carried arms (Artillery "ad- 
vanced ") unless ordered to " slope " (Artillery " support "), 
by separate word of command. When the arms are sloped, 
(or at the " support ") the touch is kept with the elbow. 

6. The men will invariably carry their arms from the 
slope when they halt, or after the wheel in passing in 
review, that is while passing in open columns of Companies 
before the reviewing officer. The Artillery will bring the 
carbine to the " advance " from the " support, ''^ 

N.B. — In order to ensure regularity in bringing down 
the arms together, when the rifle is brought from the 
"slope" on the march, the right arm must be brought 
down to the side when the right foot comes to the ground, 
next after the hand is raised to assist from the " slope " to 
the "carry." And with the Artillery, when from the 
" support " to the " advance " the left hand is brought down 
with the left leg. 

7. When the men are standing with ordered arms and 
are required to step off* without shouldering (or advancing), 
at the caution slow or quick they will slip their right 
thumbs in rear of the barrel of their rifles; at the word 
march, they will give their rifles (or carbines) a jerk 
upwards so as to take hold of them about two inches lower 
down and bring them at once to the trail (with the regula- 
tion carbine the heel of the hand must feel the cock) as they 
take the first step to the front; the rear rank men will 
make their first step a short one, to give them. «v\ffiL<^\5esi^» 
room for their arms at the trail. M t\i^ ^ot^ ^'^Xis^V "^^ 
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whole will halt and order their arms, the rear rank r^ain« 
ing its distance hj taking a long pace as it oomes to the 
halt. 

8. In Artilleryy on the command to double-march, the 
men will bring their carbines at once to the " support " on 
the first step without any separate word of command; or 
being halted, the carbines are to be instantly " advanced ** 
in the same manner. 

9. In turning to the right or left, the right about or left 
about, with sloped arms, the men will " carry arms " on the 
first pace of the turn, and having completed the turn, will 
" slope " again in the pace in which he steps off in his new 
direction. In case of Artillery with arms " supported," the 
butt of the carbine is to be lowered, and as soon as the turn 
is made, it is again to be brought to the " support " without 
the words " support arms." 

10. In turning to the right about with " trailed arms," 
the rifle or carbine is to be brought up to a perpendicular 
position by a turn of the wrist on the first pace of the turn, 
and trail arms again in the fourth. 

11. When men, standing with ordered arms, are directed 
to close to the right or left, to step back, or to take any 
named number of paces to the front, they will move with 
their arms at the 8}u)rt trail, and will come again to the 
order when they halt. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

RE.pt.ii. pxLE MARCHING, AND FLANK MARCH BY FOURS. 

1. If a Company placed, as is shown in Diagram I. and 
Cap. iv. 2. inarching to the front, and be directed to " right turn," or 

if on the " halt " be directed to " right face — quick march," 
the files will be one behind the other ; the right file (that 
is the front and rear rank men of the extreme right flank 
of the company) will be leading. The leading rear rank 
Cap. viii. 9 °^*^ ^^^ ^® ^^ *^® right sidc of his immediate front rank 
Cap.*x7.'2.* man ; the Company will be " file marching " right in front, 

2. If " faced," or if on the march, " turned " to the Ufi, 
from the original line, then the extreme left will be 
leading, and the extreme rear rank man will be on the lefl 
side of the front rank man ; the company will then be " file 

Cap. XT. 4. marching left in front, 

3. The men must " cover " each other while marching, 
ejTsctijr in file, so that the head of the man immediately 

before each soldier will conceal the heads oi «lUl tha others 



Cap. viii. 9. 
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in his front. No ground must be lost, every man placing 

his foot on the ground in adyance of the spot from which 

his preceding man has taken up his foot, taking a fuU pace. ^' ^* p- ^' 

The men must anno account look dawn. 

4. On the words "right wheel" [or "left wheel"], the Wheeling. 
leading files will turn to the right [or left], continue the 
march in files, and the files will follow successively, with- 
out increasing or diminishing the distance from each other; 

in this movement each file will make its separate wheel on 
a pivot moveable in a small degree, without altering the 
cadence of march, but lengthening the pace a little with 
the outward foot. f- e. p. 33. 

5. If the company, while wheeling in " file," is ordered 
to "halt" or "mark time," when part only of the files 
have wheeled into the new direction, the remainder, at the 

words "rear files, cover off," will cover off in rear by the Maiton,p.4i. 
side step. 

6. K the order " left " or " right wheel " be given while 
file marching, the Company will still keep in files ; but 
should the words "to the left tum^^ or "to the right turn" 
be given, then the Company will turn to the left or right, 
as the case inay be, that is, each man, individually and 
simultaneously, will turn to the required direction. The 
Company will at once necessarily be turned from Jlles into 
line, and the men will continue to march in line, stepping 
out steadily the original pace and time. The same words 
will turn a company in line to a company in files. 

7. But when a Company is marching in files it is more 
usual to say " front turn," or " rear turn." 

8. If the Company is file marching to the right flank, ^^^^ ^^°» 
on the word "front turn," the whole will simultaneously 

turn to the left ; or, if on the halt, then " front " will be 
the command. This will bring the Company in line to the 
original front, the original right flank man on the right, as 
in Diagram I. Cap. iv. 2. 

9. If the Company is file marching to right flxmk, on the 
words " rear turn," then the whole will turn to the right. 
This will bring the Company fronting to the rear. 

10. If the Company is file marching to left flank, on the 
words " front turn," the whole will simultaneously turn to 
the right. This will bring the Company to the original 
front as above, 8. 

11. And if the Company is file marching to leftflmik, 
on the words " rear turn," then the whole will turn to the 
Ufi ; this will bring the Company frontvjDL^ \o ^^e^ x^'Kt, ^^ ^2»^ 
9, above. 



40 



HANDY BOOK OP COMPANY DRILL. 



Cap. V. 6. 



N.B. — The men in the ranks must never forget their 
proper fronts bearing in mind whether the Company is right 
or left in front. If the Company is exercising left in 
front, it is equally correct to say "front turn," the then 
proper front will be left in fronts and the command must 
not be mistaken for rear turn, which will bring the rear rank 
in front. 

12. We have stated (5) that if the Company, while 
wheeling in " file," is ordered to " halt " or " mark time," 
when part only of the* files have wheeled into the new 
direction, the remainder, at the word, " rear files cover off," 
will cover off in rear by the side step; but if " front " is to 
follow " halt," the rear files will not be ordered to cover 
off, but they will move to their places at the word "dress." 

Cap. vi. 1. 13. All the above rules which apply to "file marching," 
apply to " flank marches by fours," forming two deep when 
brought to the front or rear. 

Cap. V. 6 8. 14. A Company "taking ground to the flank by fours;" 
that is, forming " fours " to the right, or to the left, will 
wheel to the right or left as it wheels in files, each file 
wheeling successively round the same pivot. 

15. On the words "front, turn," the "fours" will form 
two deep as before described, and fronting as before de- 
scribed in the case of file marching to the right as at 8 ; 
" rear turn," as at 9, if to the left ; if " front turn," as at 
10 ; if "rear turn," as at 11, forming first each time, of 
course, " two deep." 

16. In all these movements the men will be assisted by 
the officers and non-commissioned officers, who take up 
places assigned to them. 

In file marchlDg and on the flank march by fours, the 
Captain takes his place next to the front rank man of the 
leading " file " or " fours " on the " pivot flank," that is, 
when right is in front, then on the left flank ; if left in front, 
then on the right flank. 

The Lieutenant marches on the " reverse flank," that is on 
the other flank of the " file," or " fours " at the second file 
or fours from the rear. 

The Ensign, or Second Lieutenant (as in artillery, &c.) in the 
rear of the centre ; while the captain and lieutenant change 
their positions as the Company in "files," or "fours," reverses 
its front* the ensign, or second lieutenant, simply faces or 
turns with the Company. , 

* In battalion drill, when ^ Company in column takes ground by fours to the reverse 
Hank, the Captain, unless ordered to do so, will not change his flank, but the 
UeatenoDt will move up on that flank and lead the Company. 



Captain. 



Lieutenant. 



£nsign. 



F. E. 75. 
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The Covering-Sergeant leads the front rank. S^**" 

K in Subdivisions or Sections, then the leaders of each ^®^®^*' 

will, in like manner, be on the pivot flank, the others, on the 

reverse, the covering-sergeant covering the captain. 

17. When a Company is in close column and is directed to ^- ^ ^®' 
take ground to a flank by fours, the Captain or leader will jfaiton 62. 
place himself in front of the front rank man. The covering' 
sergeant (if on that flank) will place himself next to him in 

front of the second rank. The supernumeraries will march 
between the columns of fours. 

N.B. In order to avoid constant shifting of officers from 
one flank to the other, when a Company is ordered to take 
ground by fours or files to the reverse flank, the Captain 
will remain in his proper pivot flank unless otherwise 
ordered, but the Lieutenant will move up and lead. There 
are a few exceptions, which need not be here mentioned. 

18. Before we pass to the next movement, it will be 
useful to explain other exercises under the heading of this 
chapter. 

We are supposing that the Company is marching as in line. Cap. yffi. 5. 
and it is required to advance or retire from the right or left of 
Companies, or of Subdivisions or Sections hj files or fours. 
If to advance in files from right of Company, the command 
will be " right turn, left wheel." If to retire, right turn, 
right wheel," and vice versa if from the left. 

19. If required to advance in files by Subdivisions or Sections, 
then the command will be " Break into files from right of 
Subdivisions [or Sections] to the right turn, left wheel." 
The whole will turn to the right, and the heads of each Sub- 
division or Section, that is from the right, will left wheel, and 
the Company will then be advancing in files of Subdivisions 
or Sections. 

Jf required to retire, the conmiand will be " The Com- 
pany will retire ; break into files from the right of Subdi- 
visions [or Sections] to the right turn, right wheel." 

20. If the Company is required to advance or retire from 
the right or left of a Company, the movement is always 
done in ftmrs. The word of command to retire, will be 
" From the right of the Company, pass by fours to the rear ; 
fours right, right wheel ;" if from the left, the command 
will be, of course, " fours left, left wheel." 

21. If, however, the Company is retiring, the order will Cap.xiiL2. 
be somewhat different. The Company will have been 
ordered to retire (as in line) " The line will retire, right 

about face, quick march." It will be perceived t^^ '•^s^a 
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proper right is now on the left, and vice versa; the command 
will therefore be " From the propet* right of the Compaxiy, 
pass by fours to the rear ; fonrs left, right wheel." The 
Company will now be in open coltmrn of Companies right 
in ftont, taking ground to a flank, for we are presuming 
successive Companies to be performing the same movement. 

If from the proper left, then, of course, the command will 
be, "Prom the proper left of the Company, pass by fbura to 
the rear; fours right, left wheel." 

22. If a Company is advancing in open column (Svbdi* 
visions or Sections), and is required to pass Ihrongh a 
stile or narrow obstruction, the most convenient order will 
be, " right turn," " heads of Companies (SubdivisionB or 
Sections), left wheel," and each successive Company (Sub- 
division, or Section) will " tale off^* as it were, and fall in 
succeeding each other, file marching, and the Company can 
be brought into columns again by the command, " Heads of 
Companies (Subdivisions or Sections), right wheel," and 
when in column " front turn," or by the words " Front form 
Companies (Subdivisions or Sections)," as explained in the 
next chapter* 



CHAPTER XV. 

F.E.pt.i. FORMING COMPANY TO THE FRONT FROM FILE MARCHING, 
^^- AND FROM FLANK MARCHES BY FOURS. 

Cap.3dv.8. 1. There is a difference between "front" and "front 
fbrm company," in " file marching " and " flank marches by 
fours." We have sufficiently explained the effect of the 
order " front " from file marching ; we have now to describe 
the movement " front form Company." 

DIAGRAM IX. 



Iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
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Cap. 3dr. 1. 2. We will presume that the Company is in files " on the 

^^* ^ halt," right in front, as in Diagram IX., that is taking ground 

to the right by a flank march ; on the word " front " the 

Cap. ir. a. whole wiU face to the left, and be in company as in Di»- 
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gram L; but on the words '^ front form Company," the 
leading file, that is the leading men, will not move, but the 
whole of the others will &ceto the left ; the Company will 
then be standing in the position as shown in Diagram X., and 
without a farther word of command will then right wheel, 



DIAQBAM X. 
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mftlcing the right flank man the pivot, looking to the outward c^p, x. i. 
flank and feeling inwards, and, as soon as the quarter circle 
is completed, the line will be "halted "and "dressed," so 
that the original right file will now still be on the right flank, 
the line will be at right angles to the line of files to the same 
front as the leading file was when file marching, as shown 
in Diagram XI. The dotted line shows the immediate 

DIA6BAH XI. 



previous formation ; the rear rank man of the leading file, 
will, during the wheel, move round with the others, and 
place himself in the rear of the front rank man.* This 
movement is called ^^ front form Company " because it will be 
perceived that the " front " of the Company is now brought 
up to the same front as when file-marching ; and the front 
or leading file has not changed }i\b position or front, 

3. If ^e Company be formed on the flank by fours right 
infronty that is the right files of fours leading, then on the 
word " front form Company " the fours will on the word 



* He does not nncorer as in ordinary wheeling (Cap. x. 9V 
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"Company" "form two deep" that is, to file-marching 
as in Diagram IX., and the rest of the movement will be 
executed as shown in last paragraph. 
Left in front. 4. If the Company be in files, on the halt, left in front or 
taking ground to the left, that is the extreme left files leadipg 
as in Diagram XII., then on the word " froDt form Com- 



DIAGRAM xn. 
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pany,"* in order to bring the proper front (that is the origi- 
nal right flank man on the right facing to the proper front), 
the leading file will, as .before, stand still, and the others 
will face to the right as in Diagram XIII. ; and without a 

DIAGRAM XIII. 
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Cap. X. u further word of command, will then left wheel, making the 
left flank man the pivot, touching to the inward flank, 
bringing up the right flank to the front on the right ; and, 
as soon as the quarter circle is completed the line will be 
" halted" and dressed, so that the right flank is now brought up 
to the right, and the line will be at right angles to the origi- 
nal formation of files, as described above ; the Company, 
however, taking the same/roni as the leading file, and con- 
verting it into a Company from file marcluDg left in front to a 
Company in column left in front. See Diagram XIV. It will 
be observed that, had the men turned to the left, as in the 

Cap. xr. 3. f^ji^gr case, when right was in front, then by wheeling up 
the right flank by a left wheel, the flanks would be reverse(^ 
that is, the left would be on the right, and vice versd, it 
would be a Company with the rear rank in front. 

The importance, therefore, ofknowing without hesitation, 
when the left or right is in front, is most evident, and, in 

* It mnst be borne in mind that this movement by a single Company would bring 
it apparently right in front, bnt the drill must be carried on as if in Battalion. This 
morement, ^made with successive Companies, would have the effect of bringing the ex- 
treme left Company in column leading or left in front; and it will, therefore, still be correct 
to say *' ftt>nt form Company," as tlie Company would be forxninj^ to the 2c^ In/ront. 
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this, the soldier in line is not assisted by the word of com« 
mand. 

PIAGBAU XIY. 
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5. K the Company be formed to the left by fours, then 
on the words "front form Company" the fours will first form 
two deep, that is, in files " left in front," as in Diagram 
Xm., and the rest of the movement will be executed as in 
last paragraph. 

6. If the Company be Jile marching^ that is on the move On the 
in " slow" or " quick" time, and be ordered to " front form '°'*^' 
Company," the leading files will mark time while the others 

are executing the movement before described, and on coming 
up to the front, completing the quarter circle, will be 
directed to " forward," and they will all step forward to- 
gether. 

7. If the movement is executed in " double time," then Double 
the leading files will move on steadily in quick time, and **°*®' 
the remainder will ^aZ/*-tum, doubling up into their places 

to the front, and when the quarter circle is completed will 
take up the quick time with the leading files. 

8. In the same manner. Company may be formed to the subdiTisions. 
front by Subdivisions or Sections from file marching. Sectiona. 
The command will be, "Front form Subdivisions [or Diagram ix. 
Sections]." If the Company be file marching right in fi'ont, ^^ ^* *' 
the leading file of each Subdivision (Nos. 1 and 11), or 
Sections (Nos. 1, 6, 11, and 16) will mark time ; the re- 
mainder will left turn (if in fours, form two deep), and 

wheel up in Subdivisions or Sections, as the case may be, 
by the right wheel, till the quarter circle be completed. 

If left is leading, then men Nos. 20 and 10, or leaders of Diagram xu. 
Subdivisions left in front, or Nos. 20, 15, 10, and 5, as^^'*^ 
leaders of Sections left in front, will mark time ; the others 
will right turn (if in fours, form two deep), and wheel u\i 
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'in Subdivisions or Sections, as the CAse may be, by the left 
wheel, till the quarter circle be completed. 

If the formation is to be effected on the double, then the 
leading files will continue to march steadily on in quick time; 
the remainder will only half'turn to the proper direction as 
Cap. XY. 7. before explained, and will double up to their places, taking 
up the quick time as they successively arrive in line with 
the leading files. 

9. The position of officers, &c., will be as follows : — 

On the command, " Front form Company [Subdivisions or 
Uaiton 40 Sections]," the Captain will move in "quick time," or, if 
Ctmtabi, * *^® command was " double," then in double time across the 
front, turning towards the men during the wheel, and fall- 
Cap, ix. 2, 3. ing in on the pivot flank of the Company, or leading Sub- 
division or Section, on the formation being completed, 
lientenant. The Lieuterumt and Covering-Sergeant if "front form 
, Cap. xii. Company,*' then as a Company in column ; if in Subdivisions 
or Sections, as the case may be, then as a Company in 
column of Subdivisions or Sections, they will tdke post at 
the word " forward " or " halt, dress." 

10. Again, the same principle is carried out in bringing a 
Company to the front from the position described in Cap. 

Cap;xiT;i8. xiv. 18., where the Company is required to advance or retire 
by Subdivisions or Sections. If tiiie conunand be, " Break 
into files from the right, to the right turn — ^heads of Sub- 
divisions, left wheel," we shall have the Company in open 
column taking ground to the right, and then advancing ia 
Subdivisions, and will be brought again into line by the 
words "front form Company," the leading files will mark 
time, the remainder will left turn and right wheel, as beforo 
explained, which will bring the Subdivisions in line; and 
the same if in Sections. 

If taking ground to the rear, by the command, "Break 
into files from th0 left of Subdivisions to the left turn, left 
wheel," we shall then have the Company retiring by Sub- 
divisions in files, the left leading ; and, if the Company is to 
be re-formed and continue to retire, the command will be, 
" form company" (we shall have changed the front), the 
leading files will mark time, the others will left turn and 
right wheel into line. 

11. If it be desired not to retire by a flank and not to 
change the front, then the Company must be first directed 

Cm Jir 81. ^ **^® ground to the rear, or retire, " right about turn;*' 

* Then " From the proper right of Sabdifvisions — retire by 

fours — fours left — right wheel." Here, in order to form 
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agidn, the command will he^ ^^ rear form," the heads of Sub- 
diyisions will mark time, the remainder left turn and right 
wheel ; thia will bring the Subdivisions in line, rear rank 
leading, still marehii^ to the rear, and will be brought to 
the proper front by " front turn."* 

12. The same theory of forming Company to the front 
may be illustrated by a Y&ey pretty cmd useful movement, 
by advancing by double files from the centre, found in the 
old books, but now, it appears, omitted^ from ^' Company 

drilL"t 

Supposing a Company is advancing in line, as in Dia- Cap. iv. 3. 
gram L, meets with an obstruction, such as a river to be 
crossed by a bridge, a defile, or two ponds with a passage 
between them, one method of passing will be that the Com- 
pany be formed into columns of double files advancing from 
the centre. 

I. The right and left Subdivisions will be directed to 
inward turn, and then the Company will be in the following 
position : 

DIAOBAM XV. 
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IL The left front rank man of the right Subdivision will 
take a pace to the front with the left foot^ and one to the 
right with his right foot, and stand in front of his imme* 
diate right file. The right front' rank man of the left Sub- 
division will take one step to the front with the right foot, 
and one to the side with the left, and stand in front of his 
immediate left file. The two rear rank men will step up, 
and place themselves in line, as shown in Diagram XY. 

* These movements are very interesting and simple when the principle is nnder- 
fftood, and should be stmdled. 

t This movement is now done by flank marches by fours. The manoeuvre is referred 
to, but not explained, in the " Field Exercise," p. 1S2, Part III.> Battalion Drill, but 
the reference here is hanlly sufBdently precise to identify the two, &c— See Malton, 
p. 79. 
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m. The heads of the Subdivisions will then be directed 
to *^ right and left wheel," leading, that is, the file of the 
right Subdivision will right wheel, and the other files will 
follow as in file marching ; and the leading file of the left 
Subdivision will left wheel, and the other files will follow 
as in file marching ; and on the word " forward," or " quick 
march" (if on the halt), the files will advance to the front 
from the centre in double columns of files of Subdivisions, 
and will then assume the following position. 

DIAGRAM XVI. 




ly. Having passed over the bridge or defile, &c., the 
Company will re-form to the front as soon as the ground 
will permit. The command will be " front form Company,** 
and in order to execute that command we have only to carry 
out faithfully the principles we have already laid down, and 
from this position the Company will be formed to the frofU 
in the following manner : — 

It will be observed that the right Subdivision is "file 
marching" as if lejt in front, because No. 10 file on the lefl 
is now leading ; in order, therefore, to ^^ front form Com- 
Ctp. X?. 4. pany," we apply the rule before laid down. On the word 
" Company," the present leading file, No. 10, will keep its 
groun(( "marking time," and the fiies from 9 to 1 will 
turn to the right, and left wheel into line in the direction of 
the arrow ; the rear raok man of No. 10 will move into his 
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proper place. The right Subdivision will, therefore, when 
the wheel is completed, be in line again. 

The left Subdivision, it will also be observed, is file 
inarching right in front. No. II file, which when in line is 
on the right of the left Subdivision, is now leading; in order, 
therefore, to ^^ front form Company," we apply the rule be- 
fore laid down. On the word " Company," the leading file Cap. xr. 2. 
No. 1 1 will keep its ground ; if on the march, will " mark 
time," and the files from 12 to 20 will face to the lefty and 
right wheel into line in the direction of the arrow ; the rear 
nnk man of No. II will move into his proper original 
place. The left Subdivision will now, when the wheel is 
completed, be in line right in front 5 and the Company will 
advance as in Diagram I. ^ Cap. ir. a. 

N.B. — It is to be regretted that this simple manoeuvre 
has become obsolete, for it is not only a pretty movement, 
but also a most useful and convenient one. A Company 
thus advancing in double files from the centre can front 
form in a shorter time than from any other position ; and 
BO also, if it be required, to form front to the right or left 
fiank. In order to form to front on the right, the right 
Subdivision will right turn and mark time, while the left 
Subdivision will right wheel into line. And to form as 
in line to front on the left, the left Subdivision will left 
turn and mark time, while the right Subdivision will left 
wheel into line. 

By the present system each Company will break into 
fours, the command will be " From the right [or left] of 
Companies pass by fours to the front," supposing fours left, 
the head of each Company will right wheel to the front, and 
the battalion, when thus broken into fours. Company taking 
ground to a flank, and will be formed in double time, by 
the words " front form Companies," each Company forming 
to the front, as before explained, as in ordinary flank march ^ ^ ^ 
by fours. A Company forming up to the front by fours from 
the flank, takes double the time to form as when advancing 
by double files from the centre, as before explained. 

13. If a Company is required to retire in the same way, 
and re-form on the other side of a bridge or defile, the same 
movement will be made to the rear, and the Company will 
be faced to the right about ; and having repassed the bridge 
in the same way by double files from the centre, the Com- 
pany will rear-form in the manner before described, and 
resume the original facing to the front, if this position be 
now required. 
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14. In advaiicing from the centre bj double files (or doable 
fours), as above described, the Captain will march in his 
usual place, with his leading file on the pivot-flank, which, 
in Diagram XIV., will be on the right, aft this Subdivision 
is left in fronts the covering sergeant leading ; but all the 
supernumeraries will form a fifth line between the two 
oolumns of Subdivisions; though some regiments form foura 
to the rear. 



CHAPTER XVL 

F.E.pt.iL FORMINQ COMPAlTr TO THE REVERSE FLANK, FROM FILE 

"• IVIARCHING RIGHT AND LEFT IN FRONT, AND ALSO FROM 

FILE MARCHING TO ^HE RIGHT ABOUT AND LEFT ABOUT, 

AND FROM SUBDIVISIONS AND SECTIONS, AND FROM THE 

FLANK MARCH IN FOURS. 

Cap.xiv 8 ^* ^® ^^^Q explained the movements of "front" and 
* * "front form Company," from file marching and from flank 
^'^' ' marches by fours. Let us review the positions. The Com- 
pany is file marching right in fronts that is, Hie right file 
leading ; the Company is brought to the front by the " left 
turn ; " or the Company \a formed to the front on the leading 
file, by the words " front form Company," that is, formed to 
the same front as the leading file, while file-marching ; the 
other files turning to the left and wheeling up to the right 
in a line with, and to the same facing as, the leading file, 
which, it will be remembered, does not change position. It 
is now required to form the company to the other flank; 
that other flank is called the " reverse flank," and the move- 
ment is executed by the two orders, " on the leading file, 
right form company," the Company being right in front ; 
"On the leading file left form Company," the Company 
being left in front, file marching. 

Right form. 2. And first, "on the leading file, right form Company." 
As we have said, and it will bear repeating, a Company file* 

Cap.xiT.8. marching to the right is brought to the "front" by the 
words "front turn," and the whole will left face and' will 

Cap. ir. 2. stand right in front, as in Diagram I.; but suppose we want 
to get our facing on the " reverse flank," and the right to be 
still in front, the whole of the Company facing to the opposite 
direction, formed to the right. This movement will be 
executed as follows : — The Company is file-marching in two 
deep, the rear rank on the. right side. The Captain will be 
next to the front rank on the pivot flank (the left); the 
Zteutenant on the reverse flank (right) of ^e second file 
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in the rear ; the Ensign (or Seccmd Lieutenant) in rear of 
the cenlre ; i^Q Covering-Sergeant will be leading the files in 
the front, the other sergeants on the same flank bj their 
proper Sections. 

On the words, " On the leading file rigU form Company,'* 
the leading man of the rear rank will turn to the rights as if 
on the right wheel, and take two paces forward and halt. Cap. xir. 4. 
The next rear rank man will, in like manner, turn or wheel 
to the right and form in line on his left, and each rear rank 
man will form on the left in succession. Each front rank 
man will, at the same time, also right wheel round his rear 
rank man, and form successively in front all facing to their 
original rear, and in falling into line will " halt," and "dress 
up *' without any order. 

Diagram IX. represents a Compan]^ file-marching right in Cap. xr. 2. 
fix)nt, the arrow showing the direction bf march. 

Diagram XVll. represents a Company file-marching, 
forming Company on the leading file, on the reverse fiank, 
that is, on the right. 

BiAasAM xvn. 
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When the formation is completed, we shall have a Com- 
pany facing to the reverse fiank^ formed on the leading files, 
along the dotted lines. 

3. In order to regulate the movement, the Ensign (in Endgn. 
Artillery corps the Second Lieutenant) will place himself 
where the files wheel round, as shown in our last diagram. 

The Captainy when the men of the leading file take their Captain. 
two paces to the front and halt, will place himself outside 
on the right, facing inwards, dressing the men fiile by file, 
on forming on the Covenng-Sergeant, who will have taken sergeant.* 
up his place at the extreme right, and by whom the men 
•mil dress, and will fall into his place when the Captain 
has dressed the men and said " Eyes front." 

4. If the Company is on a fiank march by fours right in Cap. xiv. h. 
front, the Company will be formed on the lecudvw^ ^'^'s* ^-^ 
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the reverse flank, by the same word of command, ^^ on the 
leading file, right form Company," exactly in the same 
manner as last described, except, that on the word " Com- 
pany," the "fours" will form "two deep" as before de- 

Cap.xT.2,3. scribed, and then the movement will be continued as last 
before described. 

5. K the Company be marching in files to the left or left 

Cap. XV. 4. in front, then in order to front form Company on the reverse 
flank, the right being now the pivot flank, the word of 
command will be " on the leading file left form Company," 
because, when left is in front, the Company is formed to the 

Cap. XT. 4. front, on the left of the leading file ; the reverse flank will, 
therefore, be on the left, 

DUgramxir. The Captain will be leading on the pivot flank (right). 

Gap. XT. 4. and the Lieutenant in rear as before, on the reverse flank 
(the left), the Covering-Sergeant leading in front. 
It will be remembered that in file-marching leftinfi'onty 

Cap xir 10. ^^^^ ^^ formed by " right face ; " " front form Company," is 
executed by the files (except the leading files) facing to the 
right, and wheeling up " left wheel," bringing, up the right 

Cap. XT. 4. flank; in order to form Company to the reverse flank 
when left is in fi'ont, the leading rear rank file, now on 
the left flank, will wheel to the left, taking, as before, two 

Cap. xiu. 4. paces in advance, and the successive files wUl form Company 
to the right of them, and on each successive front rank man 
doubling in front of his rear rank man, facing to the new 

Cap. xTi. 2. direction, just in the same manner as before described ; and 
when the movement is completed by each successive file 
forming up in line, halting and dressing, we shall have the 
proper extreme right file on the extreme right, of the new 
formation ; and the proper extreme left file on the extreme 
left ; and the Company will now be formed to the front on 
the reverse flank of a Company marching in files left in front. 

DIAGRAM XVIII. 
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This diagram represents a Company on the flank march 
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left in front, formiog company on the leading file to the left, 
along the dotted line. The position and duties of the 
Officers and Covering Sergeant will be the same as on the 
formation right in front. 

6. If a Company is on a flank march by fours left in fronts 
then on the command " on the leading file left form Com- 
pany," the whole will at once form two deep, as before 
explained, and will be a Company file marching left in front, 
and will proceed to form Company on the leading file, on 
the left, as before explained. 

7. From the above, it appears that on a flank march by 
fours, or file-marching right in fronty a Company is formed 
on the leading file on the reverse flank, on the righty but if 
left he infronty then on the leading files on the reverse flank 
on the left. The reason of this is obvious, for if in the first 
instance we were to form on the leading file to the left, that 
is the leading file turning to the left, instead of the right, 
we should have number one on the extreme left flank, and 
the other files forming on the right in succession, that is, 
what is technically called clubbing; No. 1 where No. 20 
should be. No. 2 where 19 should be, and so on, each man 
in a reversed position ; and so in the second instance, when 
left is in front, if we formed to the right by the leading file, 
turning to the right instead of the left, we should have the 
extreme left file to the right, the other files forming on its 
left in succession, reversed as before stated. The only way 
of extricating a Company from this position, and bringing it 
to the proper front, will be to " right face," and each file 
directed to right and left countermarch outwards, which will 
bring them to a proper front. The learner will do well to 
consider these positions and reasons before he proceeds to 
the next movement. 

8. In file marching, right in front, on the words " front Cap. xlr. i. 
form Company," the Company as we have seen, is brought 

up in line to the eame front as the leading files. If this 
position is to be reversed, the Company must be brought to Forming to 
the front, facing to the right about. The word of command the right 
will be " On the leading file right about form Company." 
The leading file will wheel (instead of to the right as be- 
fore) to the right about, and be facing to the rear. 

Diagram XIX. represents the Company file-marching 
right in front, forming Company on the leading file to the 
right about. The leading file, having wheeled to the right 
about and advanced two paces, will take its place as a 
front and rear rank man, now facing to the rear. When fiile- 
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marching, the front rank man doubling round to the front. 

Cap. xTi. 2. as before described, each successive file will form up on their 
left, and the Company will form a line right in front along 
the dotted line, each file halting and dressing as he comes 
up without command. 

Captain. The Captain^ as before, will place himself outside, fiicing 

inwards, Messing the men on the Covering-Sergeant, as they 

Covering- come up file by file ; the Covering'Sergeant will place him- 
self on the inner fiank with shouldered arms fisicing to Ihe 
new front, and will fall into his place, when the Captain 
gives " eyes front." 

Totticieft 9. If in files lefi in frorUy then, as before, in order to 
come to the front, the words will be " On the leading file 
left about form Company," and the leading rear rank file, 
being on the left fiank, will wheel to the left about, take 
two paces in advance, the leading front rank man doubling 
in front of him, and each successive file will form on the 
right of them as before described ; and when in line the 
Company will be formed to the left about. 

10. If in " fours," either left or right in front, on the 
same word of command as before, the whole will first fonn 
two deep, and execute the movement as in file marching, 
before described. 

11. To give the learner a clear idea of the vsrious 
positions, we give them in one diagram. 

L Represents the Company file-marching right in front, 
showing nine files only. 

n. Represents the Company when the movement is o^n- 
pleted on the words " front form Company." 

UL Represents the Company when the movement is 
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completed on thewords^ ^^On the leading file right fonn 
Company." 

lY. Represents the Company when the movement is 
completed on the words^ ^^ On the leading file, right about 
form Company." 
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We need scarcely give a diagram for the same movements 
when left is in front. " 

12. K a Company is in open colunm of Subdivisions or 
Sections, and du-ected to file march, or take ground to a 
flanky the Company can be formed on the leading files of 
the Subdivisions or Sections in like manner. 

13. Suppose a Company is file-marching in open column of 
Subdivisions to the right, the right file of each Subdivision 
leading, the command would be, " On the leading files of 
Subdivisions right about form Company," and the leading 
file of each Subdivision would wheel as before directed to 
the right about, the front rank man doubling to the front of 
the rear rank man, and each successive file of each Sub- 
division would form on the left respectively ; and if the 
proper wheeling distance of the Subdivisions had been pre- 
served, the Company will be formed up in one line, the 
extreme left file of the right Subdivision will exactly fall 
on the inner flank of the left Subdivision. And the same 
would be the effect if in column of Sections. 
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14. If in column of Subdivisions left in front, and file- 
marching, then the Company would be formed on the 
leading files of Subdivisions to the left about. 

15. This movement is useful when a Company is ad- 
vancing in column, or in column of Subdivisions, and line 
or front is to be formed on the flank — say to the right. The ^ 
Companies or Subdivisions will be ordered to take ground by * 
fours to the right, and on the leading files, of each Company 
or Subdivision to form Company to the right about, changing 
its face. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

RE. pt-ii. COUNTERMARCH BY RANKS AND FILES. 

1. The effect of the preceding movements on forming 
Cap.xvi.2,6. Company to the reverse flank is, that the Company moves off 

its ground. The Company may change its front without 
moving off the ground it occupies by a counter-march ; as 
also change the pivot flank of the column. 

2. Thus a Company in column changes its front by 
becoming a column left in front from right in front, and vice 
versa, by each Company, Subdivision, or Section, counter 
marching, without moving off its ground. 

Cap. ii. 6. 7. 3. A counter-march is effected either by rarih or Jiles ; 
^* * *^ * by ranks when the Company is in column at close distance ; 
by files when in quarter distance or open column. 

4. In a countermarch by ranks^ whether right or left is in 

Byranka. front, the men always countermarch to the right. The 
word of command will be, "countermarch by ranks" — 
" ranks, right and left face" — " quick march." On the word 
"ranks" the Captain^ Lieutenant, and Covering- Sergeant, 
will take up their places as after explained (7) ; on the 
word " face " the front rank will face to the right, and the 
rear rank will face to the left ; and on the word " quick 
march " the front and rear ranks will step off together, the 
leading file of the front rank at the extreme right, and the 
leading file of the rear rank at the extreme left will wheel 
close round to the right, and all the others will follow up as 

Cap.xiv.1,3. in file-marching in single ranks. The movement will be 
that of an extended endless band, passing over two rollers. 
The men of the front rank, if right in front, will march 
round to the original rear, the rear rank to where the 
original front rank stood. When the flank man of the firont 
raii reaches the Covering-Sergeant, who will be found 
ppsted at the other flank, now facing to the former rear, the 
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men will then be directed by the Captain to " halt — front- 
dress," they will halt, and turn to their then new front ; 
that is, facing to the original rear, and will be a Company, 
as in column, left in front, because, though a single Com- Cap. viu. s. 
pany, it must always be considered a Company in battalion, 
and all its movements must be regulated on that principle, 
and the movement is supposed to be effected by successive cap. il is. 
Companies in column. 

5. For instance, if the Company was originally right in ^p-*^-^. 
front, as in Diagram L, on the words " countermarch by 
ranks, right and left face," the front rank will right face, the 
rear left ^e, and will assume the position of Diagram XXL 
On the words, " quick march," the front rank man No. 1 will 

DIAGBAM XXI, 
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right wheel close on to the rear of his immediate rear rank . 
man, who has faced to the left, and will follow him, as in 
file-marching, single file, the extreme left rear rank man, or 
No. 20, will have wheeled clear round to the right, and 
followed his front rank man, as in file marching single file. 
Diagram XXII. represents the counter-march being effected, 

DIAGRAM XXII. 
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and when the front rank man. No. 1, has gained the 

extreme left, the whole will be directed by the Captain to 

" halt — front— dress, " the whole turning to the left ; and 

the Company will now have changed its pivot fiank, and be cap. viu. 8. 

a Company left in front without moving off* its ground, and 

will assume the position as represented in Diagram XXIII. 

DIAGBAH XXin. 
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As a single Company, this would be still a Company right 
in front. But, as we said, the rules of Company i-ill should 
be observed as if the Company were in battalion, for in that 
case, supposing the Company represented in Diagram 
XXTTT. to be originally the leading <iom^«si^ ofl ^^^^'aS. 
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Cap. X. 14. 



others in column, right in front, and all were to count^- 
march, as before described, the front would be changed, thk 
Company would become the last of the new formation, and 
would be wheeled into line by a right wheel, and ther^cMre 
would be a Company in column, left in front. This will be 
better illustrated by our next paragraph ; supposing ihQ 
Subdivisions were Companies, the effect of the movement 
would be the same, as bringing the Company in column of 
Subdivisions, originally right in front, to left in front. 

6. If the Company is in colunm of Subdivisions or Sec- 
tions right in front, the effect of this countermarch will be 
to bring the Company in column of Subdivisions or Sectioofi 
left in front. Diagram XXIV. represents a Company in 
close column of Subdivisions right in front. 

DIAGBAM XXIV. 

i. 



M I I I I I M i I 



il 



I I I I 1 I I M I I 
In order to bring the left in front by countermarch, the 
Subdivisions will be directed to " countermarch by rsaiks, 
right and left face," the front ranks will face to the right, 
and the rear ranks will face to the left ; on the word " quick 
Cap. xviii. 6. march," each Subdivision will countermarch by ranks in 
manner before described, without moving off the ground 
each occupies, and when the countermarch is completed, the 
front rank will have taken the place of the rear rank, and on 
the word " hvXt— front — dress," the whole will now face to 
the former rear, left in front now the proper front. The 
Company in column will be now left in front, and will 
assume the following position, as shown in Diagram XXV., 

DIAGRAM XXV. 
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the left Subdivision leading : and thus we see the effect of 
the countermarch of a Company in column is, to bring it 
from right to left in front, and vice versa. From this position 
(left in front) the Company can be brought into line by first 
forming open column to wheeling distance (in manner to be ^*p* ^^**^ 
after described) and then right wheel into line. 

7. Companies in column, or a Company in column (^ 
Sobdiyision, or Sections left in front, can, in like manner, 
be brought right in front by countermarches, as above 
described. 

8. Previous to the countermarch, the Officers and 
Covering-Sei^eant will be as in column. 

The Captain on the pivot flank {i.e. if right in front on Captain. 
the left, if left in front on the right). 

The Covering- Sergeant one pace in rear of the second file ^S^Sl" 
firom the pivot. 

The Subalterns are in the supernumerary rank, one pace* 
from the rear rank ; the Lieutenant posted in rear of the ^®°*®°*°** 
second file from the reverse flank ; the Ensign^ or Second ^^°"*8°- 
Lieutenant^ in rear of the centre of the Company. caution 

On the command, " countermarch by ranks," the Covering- coverfag- 
Sergeant will step up and cover the Captain ; sergeant. 

And when the words "right and left face" are given, he will 
face to the right about, facing to the new front the Company 
will take, and in making the countermarch at this flank, the 
men must take care to wheel round close up to the Covering- 
Sergeant^ and when the movement is completed, he will fall 
back to his place in the rear of the second file on the pivot 
flank. 

The Captain will take one pace outward, and then take Captain. 
one long side pace in the direction of the new front, to 
which the Covering-Sergeant will now be facing. 

The Lievtenant will move up and place himself one pace lieutenant, 
from the reverse rank of the front rank, and face inwards. Cap. ix. 2, 
He was on the reverse flank in the rear, that is, the opposite 
flank to where the Captain was, the Captain being always 
on the pivot flank. 

The Lieutenant, by placing himself on this flank, and in 
the position before described, performs the same duty as the 
Covering-Sergeant does at the pivot flank; and the men of 
the front rank in wheeliDg round to the rear, will take care 
to wheel close up to the Lieutenant ; by this arrangement 

* It most be remembered tiiat when a Company is in line, the supemnmerary rank 
is three paees in the rear ; irhen it is in column, the supernumerary rank moves up 
tpoptees. 
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the Company will not move off its ground. When the wheel 
is completed, he will fall back to his place in the rear of the 
reverse flank. 

If in column of Subdivisions, the Lteutenanty of course, 
will be leading the rear Subdivision on the pivot flank, and 
when the countermarch is completed, the Captain will move 
up to take the lead of the Company now left in front (the 
right being the pivot flank), and the Lieutenant will fall 
back to his place on the right of the right Subdivision, as a 
Company in column of Subdivision left in ftont as aft;er 
explained, looking to his " covering." 
Q^* On the words " quick march," the whole except the 

" ' Captain, Lieutenant, and Covering-Sergeant, will step off 
together, wheeling as before described, till the right flank 
man of the front rank comes to the Covering-Sergeant, as 
before described, when the Captain will give the words 
" halt, front, dress," and will fall into his place (the Covering- 
Sergeant having fallen back as before stated) to the pivot 
flank, and will look to his covering : that is to the field 
officer, (the Major) dressing the pivots of each Company, 
Subdivisions, or Sections. (In Company drill it will be the 
instructor.) 
Snpcrn. The supernumerary rank, that is the Ensign, and the 

other Sergeants, will face towards the reverse flank, that is 
Cap. ix. 2. towards the Lieutenant, and away from the Captain on the 
pivot flank, and will countermarch round the reverse flank, 
each man marking time successively as he arrives at his 
place, and will " halt, front, dress," with the Company. 
By files. ^* ^^ *^® Company is in open column, then the counter- 

Cap. a. 12. march will be by files, that is, the files will wheel succes- 
sively as in file-marching ; the word of command will be 
" countermarch by files." 
tnnt. 10. If the Company is in column right in front, the com- 

mand will be " to the right face — ^left countermarch— quick 
march." — The men will face to the right, and wheel round 
to the left by files, as shown in Diagram XXVI., which 
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representB a Company right in front countermarching by files. 
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The leading file will continue its inarch until it reaches the 
Covering-Sergeant, and will be directed to " halty fronty and cap. xri 8. 
dress/' the whole turning to the left. 

11. When the countermarch is completed, the Company 
will be &ced to its new front, that is, to its former rear ; 
and for the same reasons as before stated will become a 
Company in column left in front. Cap.xTii.5,6. 

N.B. — ^The position and duties of the Captain, Covering- 
Sergeant, and Supernumeraries, will be as in countermarch Cap. xrii. 8. 
by files, as above. 

12. If the Company is in column left in front, then the ^ ,^^ ^ 
command will be "countermarch by files" — "to the 1©^ Left|nfro«* 
face" — "right countermarch" — "quick march" — the men 

will face to the left ; and on the word " march," will step 

off the leading file, wheeling short round to the right, and 

the remainder following in file ; and when the countermarch 

is completed, on the word " halt, front, dress," they will all 

face to the right, to the proper front, and become again a ^- ^^ *• 

Company as in column right in front. 

13. As a general rule the Company will always be faced 3iaitoD,46. 
to the reverse flank : and march up to the future pivot flank, cap. u. s. 

14. K the countermarch is to be continued to the flank, it 
is usual to break into " fours." 

15. We have said that the Lieutenant moves up, and 
places himself one pace from the reverse flank of the front 
rank looking inwards ; in both countermarches the files must 
be careftd when they move up to the Lieutenant, and as they 
wheel, to lengthen their pace during the wheel, (in counter- 
march by files, the outer wheeling man), in order not to 
check the rest of the Company. 



CHAPTER XVin. 

DIHINISHINa THE FRONT OF A COMPANY. DIHINISHINa AND F.E.pt.iLaO 
INCREASING THE FRONT, BY BREAKING OFF FILES ; AND 
BRINGING THEM AGAIN TO THE FRONT J AND BREAKING 
OFF BY FOURS TO THE FLANK. 

1. The breadth of the front of the Company may be 
reduced — 

I. By advancing (as we have shown) by double files or cap.xv.9,io 
double fours from the centre. 

n. By breaking off" any given number of files from either 
flank or other part of the front, or breaking off" by fours to 
the flank* 
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Captain. 
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m. By forming the Company into Subdivisions or Sec^ 

tiODS. 

IV. Or, by forming close column of Sections. 

We shall, in the present Chapter, explain how, and for 
what purpose, the front of a Company is diminished by 
breaking off files. 

2. The object of breaking off files is to pass some impedi- 
ment, which leares insufficient space for the full front of the 
company to advance. Of course, in actual service on the 
march, the files will be broken off from that part presented 
to the impediment, but on drill the files are usually broken 
off from the piix)t flank. 

3. Suppose a Company is advancing right in front, left 
will be the pivot ; and it is required to break off, say four 
files. The "caution" will be "break off four files," the 
Captain will give the words, " Four files on the left ; to the 
right turn, left wheel." On the word " turn " the four files 
will turn to the right, and on the word " wheel " the fourth 
file from the left will left wheel and the others will follow 
as in file-marching, and will form to the rear of the fifth file 
from the left, and " lock up," that is, close up well while in 
rear. 

DIAGRAM XXVn. 




Diagram XXVII represents a Company marching right 
in front, passing an obstacle ; four files from the left or pivot 
flank have made the " right turn " and " left wheel," and 
have formed to the rear of the flfth flle from the left. 

4. The Captain, as the flies drop to the rear, will move to 
the flank of the remainder of his front rank. The Covering- 
Sergeant will move up, and cover the Captain till all the 
files are again brought up. 

5. Should a ftirther reduction of *the front be necessary, 
it may be again reduced by any number of files being again 
directed to be broken off. Suppose two. Then the Captain 
will give the words, " Two files from the left ; to the right 
turn, left wheel." On the word " turn,'* two more files will 
turn to the right, and on the word " wheel," they will wheel 
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to the left as in the former case, following the left flank of 
the ranainder of the Company. The four flies already in 
rear previously broken off) will mark time, and then incline 
to their right, and follow close in rear of ihe two additional 
files now broken ofl^ as in file-marching. 

6. Any number of files thus broken off may be again to the front. 
ordered to ^e front. Suppose four of the six. The Captain Capcaia. 
will give the words, " four files to the front." On the word 

" front," the four &rst of the six files will make a half-turn 
towards the pivot flank, in the case in question to the left, 
and move up to their places in line by lengthening their 
pace; the two r^naining files in the rear will incline to the 
left, with a lengthened pace, till they cover to the rear of 
the fourth file frt»m the pivot flank just moved up ; and, 
again, if the remainder are to be brought up, the Captain captain, 
will again give the word "files to the front,"* and on the 
word " front," the two remaining files will make a half-turn 
to the left, and in like manner move up into line by length- 
ening their pace. 

7. Should it be so desired in the first instance, all the 
files may be brought up to the front at once by the words 
" files to the front,"* and the whole will form up to the 
front in manner before described. 

8. If the Company be in Subdivisions advancing, then 
the required number of files will be broken off from the 

flank of each Subdivision, by the leader of each Subdivision sabdivisions. 
(namely, the Captain for the leading Subdivision, and the 
Lieutenant for the rear Subdivision) giving the command, 

" Files on the left ; to the right, turn, left wheel." * 

The Lieutenant heading the rear Subdivision gives the 
same word of command on reaching the obstacle. . 

9. Great care must be taken that the men who remain in f- ^p- "*• 
line continue to move straight to their front, neither close 

on the space left by the men who have fallen to the rear, 
nor press on the remainder of the Company should the 
obstacle increase in breadth ; in this case additional files 
must be broken off 

10. If the obstacles are small, and opposite to parts of 
the Company, the files, whose progress is interrupted by 
them, will break off in the same manner as files are broken 
off from the fiank of the Company, without word of com- 
mand. The moment the obstacle is passed, the files must 

• In the old driU^ifhen the remainder was to come up, the word was '*rear filM to 
thA front," a clearer command. 
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move up again to the front. Should the breadth of the 
obstacle be found to decrease as the Company advances^ Hie 
files will form up successively as there is room for them ; 
F. £.p. no. ^^ ^^ increases in breadth, additional files will at once be 
broken off*. 

11. As all Companies should be drilled as if in bat- 
F. E. p. Ill, talion, we may add that, in breaking off*, files should turn 

towards their own Companies ; thus, if an obstacle presents 
itself in front of the flanks of two adjoining Companies, the 
files of the Company on the right will turn to the right and 
wheel to the left, and those in the Company on the left will 
turn to the left and wheel to the right. When the obstacle 
is in front of the centre of the Company, as a general rule, 
the files will turn to the right and wheel to the left, 

12. As a matter of course, therefore, if the obstacle be on 
the right flank of a Company, the files will be directed to 
" left turn" and " right wheel." 

13. If one entire Company (for we are supposing that it 
is advancing as a part of a battalion in line) or a Sub- 
division is required to break off*, the Company or Sub- 

• division (as the case may be) will move by fours ; or, if 
files, break off successively till they amount to a Subdivision 
— ^they will be directed to break into fours. 

14. If the entire Company be required to break into fours, 
the commanding officer will give the command, if jfrom the 
right of Company, " From the right of Company pass by 
fours to the front, fours right— left wheel ;" if from the 

Cap.xiv.2o. left, then "From the left of Company pass by fours to the 
front — ^fours left — ^right wheel." 

Captain. The Captain will place himself on the pivot flank of the 

Covering- leading fours, the Covering-Sergeant leading.* 
^«ean . "Wlien the ground will permit, the Company will be re- 

formed by the words from the commanding officer, " Front 

Cap. XV. form company, double, march." 

Cap. xxiv. I^ necessary, they maybe halted and fronted as in column, 
and then wheeled into line. 

15. Files may be required to be broken off for other pur- 
poses than passing obstacles ; for, supposing one batt&Lion 
in line is to be relieved by another advancing from the rear, 
and it is required to bring the front battalion to the rear. 

* In battalion drill it is nsoal that a Company be named to direct, by the officer in 
in command, thns : *' No. 4 Company of direction.'* The Captain* will place them- 
selves on that flank of the leading fours which is nearest to the " Company ot direc- 
tion,** and Iceep their distance fh)m it as far as circnmstances will allow. When no 
Company is named, that Company will direct which will be at the head of the oolnmn, 
if the words " front turn** were given. 
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Wben it arrives within a convenient distance of the rear 
battalion, it will receive the command, "from the right 
of Companies pass by fours to the rear," each C9mpan7 of 
the leading battalion will break into "fours right," and 
" wheel to the right," and each Company will march to the 
rear and pass through the now advancing battalion, which 
will break off or throw back as many files as are necessary 
to give passage for the heads of the Companies in fours, 
wherever they present themselves. The Companies having 
passed, the files thrown back will immediately resume their 
places, in line. 

N.B. — The retiring Companies, when in rear of the new 
line, may at any distance be ordered to halt and front into 
column, and then wheeled into line by the command, " halt Cap* *xiT. 
—front — left wheel into line— quick march ;" or, in case of Cap. x. i4. 
breaking off from the right of Companies, "on the leading cap.xvi.8. 
files of Companies, right about form ;" and, if from the left 
of Companies, then " on the leading files of Companies, left 
about form," and the Companies will be formed up in line 
in the rear of the advancing battalion. 



CHAPTER XrX. 

▲ COMPANY DIMINISHINa FBONT BY FORMING SUBDIVI- F. E. pt. iL 
SIGNS, AND SUBDIVISIONS FORMING SECTIONS. 88.84,85, 

!• The front of a Company (as a Company in column) 
may be diminished by one Subdivision being formed to the Cftp.H. ii. 
rear of the other ; and may again be diminished by a Section 
of each Subdivision again being formed to the rear of the 
other Section of the Subdivision of which it is a Section. 

2. As a general rule, the pivot Subdivision or the pivot 
Section will double in the rear of the reverse. For instance, 
as a Company in column right in front, the left is the pivot^ 
the right is the reverse ; therefore, the left Subdivision will c»p. ix. a. 
be the pivot Subdivision, and will double to the rear of the 
right, or the reverse Subdivision. Kin column of Sections, 
right in front, then the left Sections of each Subdivision 
will be the pivot Sections, and will double to the rear of 
the right or reverse Sections. If left in front, then the 
right being pivot, the original right Subdivision, or if in 
Subdivisions, then the right Sections, will be the p ivot 
Subdivision or Sections respectively, and will double in 
rear of the reverse Subdivision or Sections respectively. 

c 
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3. We will first take the case of a Company as in column 
right in front, on the halt, diminishing front by forming 
Subdivisions. 

The officers and Covering-Sergeant will be as in column. 

The caution will be " as a Company in column* right in 
front," and the word of command will be from the com- 
manding officer or instructor, " form Subdivisions." 

At the word " Subdivisions," the Lieutenant will fall out 
to mark the spot where the pivot flank of the left Subdivi- 
sion, which falls to the rear (in the present case, the left 
flank), will rest. The distance will be wheeling distance, 
that is, if the two Subdivisions were, after formation, 
wheeled into line, there would be no space between the two 
inner flank men. 

The Captain will take one pace to the front and face in- 
wards, and give the command, "left Subdivision, right 
about three-quarters fece," the left Subdivision will then 
right about three-quarters face. 

The rear rank man of the left extreme file of the right 
Subdivision will fall back and cover the third file from 
the left of his Subdivision, in order to leave room for the 
right flank of the left Subdivision to pass. On the words 
" quick march" from the Captain^ the left Subdivision will 
march diagonally to the rear, towards the reverse or right 
flank, until the pivot man, that is, the left flank man of the 
front rank, reaches the Lieutenanty who will then give the 
words, "halt — front — dress," remaining steady on the left 
of this Subdivision looking to the front ; and the men who 
have uncovered will resume their places. 

On the word "front," the men of the left Subdivision 
will turn to their front by the "left about three-quarters 
face." 

The Captain will move up to his place on the pivot flank 
of the leading Subdivision (that is, on its left flank, the 
Company being right in front). 

The Covering-Sergeant will move to his place to the rear 
of the second rear rank man from the pivot flank — the left 
in this instance. 

. Diagram XXVIII. represents a Company right in front 
on the halt, when the words "left Subdivision, right about 
three-quarters face" have been given. The dotted inclined 



« It ia necessary to give the cantion, ** « a Companff in column tight in froat^ or 
" Wi infrcmi^^* in case of a dngle Company, in order that the ofBcers, &c., may plaae 
themselves in their proper positions previous to the movement. This caution » too 
often omitted by Instructors. 
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lines show the direction of tihe march of the retiring Sub- 
division on the words "quick march," the Lieutenant hsLving 
iaken up hi& place ; and the parallel dotted lines show the 
position of the Subdivision when the movement is com- 
pleted. 

DIAGRAM XXVin. 
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The Ensign (or Second Lieutenant) will move back with Ed^ign. 
this Subdivision, and will place himself to the sear of the 
second file from the reverse flank (or right)^ 

If there is a supernumeruy sergeant attached to the left 
Subdivision, he will move to the rear with that Subdivision., 

4. If, as a Company in column left in fronts then, as we Tgftj^ ^^^^ 
have stated, the right will be the pivot Subdivision, which 
will have to double in rear of the reverfse (the left). The 
" caution " will be^ " as a Company in colunm left in front," 
"/onw Subdivisions,** 

The Captain, as before, will give the words, "right Subdi- captain. 
visiien, Isfi about three-quarters &ee,—- quick march," and, 
being on the pivot flank, will move up to the right flank of 
the left Subdivision, now to be the leading Subdivision of a 
Company m column of Subdivisions left in front. 

The duties of the Lieutenant hi taking up his position at Lieutenant. 
the pivot flank (the right) of the rear Subdivision ; and Covering- 
Covering-Sergeant will be the same as in the former case. sergeant. 

The rear rank right flank man of the left Subdivision Cap. x. 9. 
will uncover and resume his position, as before described, 
and the retiring (right) Subdivision will retire by the 
diagonal march. When the pivot flank (right) reaches the 
Lieutenant, he will give the words, " halt — front — dress," 

c2 
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and the men will "front" (left in front) by the "right 
about three-quarters face. '* 

5. If the Company is required to diminish front by 
forming Subdivisions while on the march, supposing as a 
Company in column right in front, the caution is as before^ 
" as a Company in column right in front," — " form Sub- 
divisions," on which the Captain will give the words, " left 
Subdivision (the pivot Subdivision), mark time;" and when 
the reverse flank (that is the right flank) of the left Sub- 
division is cleared of the right Subdivision which is ad- 
vancing, he will continue the command " right half-turn," 
on which the left Subdivision will make a half-turn to the 
right, and move on at once to the rear of the reverse (that 
is in this case the right) Subdivision, in a diagonal direction, 
without the word " forward." 

The Captain will move up to his place, to the pivot, that 
is, to the left of the reverse (the right) Subdivision. 

The Covering-Sergeant to the rear, behind the second man 
from the same pivot flank. 

The rear rank man of the reverse Subdivision does not 
imcover in this movement. 

The Lieutenant will move across between the Subdivisions 
as the pivot Subdivision takes its place to the rear, so as to 
meet the pivot flank (that is the left flank of the pivot [left} 
Subdivision) as it arrives at its proper place in column of 
Subdivisions, in rear of the reverse (the right) Subdivision, 
and when at wheeling distance, will give die words, "front 
turn," and the Subdivision will turn to the front by the left 
half-turn, and march steadily forward, occupying the same 
position as shown by the dotted lines in last Diagram. 

6. If, as a Company in column left in front on the march, 
then on the same command, " form Subdivisions " — 

The Captain will give the word " right Subdivision (now 
the pivot Subdivision) mark time," and when the left Sub- 
division, which is advancing, is clear of the reverse flank 
(the left) of the right Subdivision, he will continue the 
command " left half-turn," on which the right Subdivision 
will make a half-turn to the left, and, as before, will move 
in a diagonal direction, without the word " forward," and 
will move up to his place on the pivot flank (the right) of 
the left Subdivision. 

The Covering-Sergeant will take his place in the rear of 
the same Subdivision, behind the rear rank of the second 
man of the same pivot. 

The inner rear rank man of the reverse Subdivision does 
not uncover^ 
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When the right Subdivision has properly doubled behind 
the left, the Lieutenant, who will move across to take up his Lieateiuot. 
position, as before described, will give the words "front 
turn," and place himself on its pivot flank (the right), the 
men turning to the front by a right half-turn. 

The Ensign (or the Second Lieutenant) will, as before, Enaign. 
take his place in the rear of the reverse flank of the same cap. iz. 2. 
(the right) Subdivision. 

7. Subdivisions diminish front by forming Sections pre- 
cisely in the same manner as a Company is diminished by si^,^^. 
forming Subdivisions. The two pivot Sections will double cap. ix. 2. 
in rear of the reverse. 

8. If right is in front on the halt, and on the command 
**form Sections," the Captain will give the words " left Cap*»*n- 
Sections (the left being the pivot) — ^right about, three- 
quarters face — quick march." 

If on the march : " left Sections, mark time ; right half- 
turn" (without " forward"). 

If left in front on the halt, then " right Sections (the 
right being the pivot) — left about three-quarters face — 
quick march." 

If on the march, then " right Sections — ^mark time, left 2i-S* 
half-turn" (without " forward"). " 

The rear rank flank men of the reverse Sections will, if ^p ^ g„ 
made from the halt, uncover as before, and the retiring c^p^'j^jj^/j^. 
Sections will take up their places, just as in the case of the 
Subdivision retiring. The left Section of the right Sub- 
division in rear of ^e right, and the left Section of the left 
Subdivision in rear of its right. 

The Captain will move to the pivot fianh of the leading captain. 
Section, who will lead this Section. 

The Lieutenant, who was on the pivot flank of the rear Lieutenant. 
Subdivision, will, in the same manner, move to the pivot 
flank of the third Section, and will lead this Section. 

When the words " form Sections" have been given, the senior 
Senior Sergeant of the leading Section, if none, then the Sergeant. 
Covering-Sergeant, will fall back and take his place where scrgeantT 
the pivot flank of the retiring Section (second from the 
front) will rest ; and the Ensign (or Second Lieutenant) Enaign. 
where the pivot flank of the retiring Section (or fourth 
from the front) of the rear Subdivision will rest, doing the Cap. xix. s. 
same office as the Lieutenant in case of forming Subdivisions, 
and they will lead their respective Sections 5 the men who 
have uncovered will resume their places. 

9. Diagram XXIX. represents a Company in column <^£ 
Subdivisions left in ft-ont on the lacixc^^ •yAi'SQ. ^^ ^^x^^ 
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"right Section-mark time — left hfJf-turn," have been 
given. The dotted lines show the formation when 
complete. 

DIAGRAM XXIX. 
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When the movement is completed, the Company will be 
in column of Sections, right or left in front, as the case 
may be. 

10. A Company in column, while at close distance, is 
not capable of any diminution of the front ; the reason is 
that there is no space in the immediate rear to make the 
required formation. But a Company in column, at half or 
quarter distance, can diminish front by breaking off files to 
a given extent. 

CHAPTEE XX. 

F.E.pt.ii. SECTIONS INCREASING FRONT BY FOBlfING SUBDIVISIONS, 
"•^^»^®- AND SUBDIVISIONS FORMING COMPANY. ^ 

1. As the 'pivot Subdivision, or Section, in diminishing the 
front of a Company always doubles in rear of the reversCy 
therefore, when a Company is in column of Sections or Sub- 
divisions, in order to increase the front, the rear Sections or 
Cap. ix. 2. Subdivision advancing to the front will fdways advance to 
the pivot flank ; that is to say, when right is in front the 
advancing Sections or Subdivision will incline to the left 
and form on the left or pivot flank,- and if Ufi is in frotUy 
then on the right. 



Cap. zix. 2 
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2. We have already stated that a column at close dis- 
tance is not capable of any diminution of front ; and so a ^^p* ziz.'io. 
Company must be in open colnann of Subdivisions or Sec- ^*P' "• ^^ 
tions in order to increase its front. 

3. We will first suppose an open column of Sections _, 

right in front on the halt is required to form Subdivisions, Sabdu^^fant, 

that is, the two left Sections to comd into line of their on the halt 

respective Subdivisions, the 2nd Section will advance to 

the front of the pivot flank of the 1st Section, and the 

4th Section to the pivot flank of the 3rd Section; and 

thus a Company in column of Subdivisions, right in front, 

will be formed. ' 

4. Before the movement commences, the Captain will be Captain, 
on the pivot flank (the left) of the leading Section. 

The Covering-Sergeant in rear of the second flle from the ^Jf^JJH^ 
pivot flank (the left) of the same Section. 

The Senior Sergeant (if no Senior Sergeant, then the-senior 
Covering-Sergeant) will be leading the 2nd Section on ^'^^®*°*' 
the pivot flank (the left). 

The Lieutenant will be leading the 3rd Section on the Lientenant 
pivot flank (the left). 

The Ensign (or Second Lieutenant) on the pivot flank (the Ensign. 
left) of the 4th Section. 

5. The command will be " form Subdivisions ; left 
Sections; left half-face — quick march."* 

On the word, " form Subdivisions," the Covering-Sergeant g;^®""^- 
wilL run out to mark the place where the left fl^mk of the *®*° * 
2nd Section will rest when in front in Une with the front 
Subdivision. 

The Lieutenant will, in like manner, move out to mark Lieutenant. 
the place where the left flank of the 4th Section will rest 
when in front, forming the rear Subdivision. The leaders 
of the 2nd and 4th Sections will take their places in the 
supernumerary rank, as when a Company is in open column 
of &bdi visions; that is, the Ensign (or Second Lieutenant cap.xxvi.?. 
in rear, from the 2nd file of the reverse flank of the 2nd 
Subdivision, and the other Sergeants in rear of their respec- 
tive fiections. 

On the words, *Meft Sections left half-&ce" (the left 
Sections will, in this case, right in front, be the 2nd and 
4th), the rear rank men of the pivot flies (left) of the Ist Cap.x.9. 
and 3rd Sections will fall back and coverthe 3rd file from 



• Sometimes the Captain is directed to give the command, "left Seetioiift l6ft katf- 
Ucd, quick march ;** in that case he will first foce inwards. 
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the left of their respective Sections, and the left Sections 
(the 2nd and 4th) will half-face to the left. 

On the words, " quick march," the left Sections will step 
off in a diagonal march to the front, and place themselves in 
line on the pivot flank (left) of their respective Subdivisions. 

The Captain will, at the same time, move across to the 
Covering-Sergeant, and as the 2nd and 4th Sections come up 
to the rear ranks of the left flank of their respective right 
Sections of their Subdivisions, the Captain and Lieutenant 
will give " halt, front, dress," each to his own Subdivision, 
and fall in at once on their pivot (left) flanks of their respec- 
tive Subdivisions. The men of the advancing Sections 
will dress in line of their respective Subdivisions, and the 
men who have uncovered will fall into their places again. 

The Covering- Sergeant will take his place in the rear of 
the second man from the pivot flank of the leading Sub- 
division. 

We shall have then a Company in open column of Sub- 
divisions right in front. 

6. If in open column of Sections, right in front, on the 
march (quick time), and it is required to increase the front 
by forming Subdivisions, then on the same command, " form 
Subdivisions," the Captain will turn inwards and give the 
words " left Sections, left half-turn, double ; " and then will, 
as before, move outwards to where the pivot flank of the 
front Subdivision will rest. 

The Lieutenant will, in like manner, without giving any 
command, incline outwards to the point where the pivot 
flank of the rear Subdivision will rest. 

The leaders of the 2nd and 4th Sections will take their 
places in the supernumerary rank as a Company in open 
column of Subdivisions. 

The men of the 2nd and 4th Sections will " left half-turn," 
and advance diagonally, in double time, to their respective 
places in line of their Subdivisions, and as soon as their 
right flanks respectively are clear of the left flanks of the 
1st and 3rd Sections respectively, the Captain and Lieutenant 
will give the words " front turn " to Sections Nos. 2 and 4 
respectively, and they will turn to the front by a half-turn 
to the right, and when in line of their respective Subdivisions 
will resume the quick step. 

The Captain and Lieutenant will then fall in to their 
respective places on the pivot flank [the left] of their 
respective Subdivisions, the Captain to the 1st, the Lieutenant 
to the 2nd. 
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The Covering-Sergeant does not, as in case of formation Sj^^" 
from the halt, move out, in the first instance ; he will remain °*''*^*"* • 
in his place in rear of the 1st Section until the 2nd Section 
is in line with it, and he will then move to his place, that 
is, the rear of the second file from the pivot flank [left] of 
the leading Suhdivision. 

7. The rear Subdivision will be brought up to form Com- Form Com- 
panj in the same manner, which need not be repeated. p"^' 

8. K the Company is in open column of Sections or Sub- Left in front, 
divisions left in front, the front will, in like manner, beT^I;"^' 
increased both from the halt and on the march, as before 
explained ; except the right Sections or Subdivisions (being 

the pivot Sections or Subdivisions) will advance, inclining Cap. xix, %. 
to the right, and form front to the right, the pivot flank ; 
and the position and duties of the officers and sergeants 
will be the same as in the corresponding cases when right 
is in front, as before explained. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

FOBKIKO CLOSE COLUMN OF SECTIONS, COMPANY SQUABES, F. E. pt. H. 
AND BALLTINa SQUARES. m.84,M. 

1. This movement is to bring one Section close behind ^* ^ ^' •*• 
the other, and the front of the Companj will be diminished 

to the breadth of a Section; and, when the close column is 
completed a " Company square " can at once be formed \>j 
the men all facing outwards, so as to show a front of equ^ 
strength in every direction. The movement is done with 
fixed swords or bayonets, arms at the shoulder or advance. 

2. The formation is made on the 2nd Section ; that is, 
the 2nd Section standing still, and the 1st forming in front 
of it, and the two others in the rear, in succession. 

3. The word of command will be, " form close column of 
Sections ; quick march." 

4. On the word " Sections,'* the 1st Section will face to 
the lefr, and what is technicfJly called '' disengage to the 
front ; " that is, the leading file closing two paces to the 
right, the front rank man inclining rather back, the 3rd and 
4th Sections will face to the right ; and the leading files 
will, in like manner, disengage to the rear, the rear rank 
man in these cases inclining back. 

Diagram XXX. represents a Company when the command 
" form close column of Sections " has been given. 

On the words " quick march," the 2nd Section will ^ 
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swords or bayonets, and come to the shoulder or advaaice, 

Gap.ziy.1,3. *^® Sections 1, 3, and 4, will advance as in file-marchiBg, 

Section 1 following the disengaged men, and place itself in 

fix>nt of Section 2, the men halting and fronting without 
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word of command, as they arrive in column. The Covering^ 
Sergeant will lead the files. 

The 3rd Section will file-march to the rear of Section 2, 
following the leading disengaged men, and in like manner 
halt and front, without word of ocmmiand, as they arrive in 
column, ihQ Lieutenant will lead this Section on the right 
flank ; and, in like manner, the 4th Section will form in 
close column to the rear of Section 3, and will halt and 
front, being led by the Ensign, They will order arms when 
in close column, and ^x. swords or bayonets independent^, 
and come to the shoulder (or advance). 

5. The distance between the Sections will be one pace. 

6. Each man must count the number of paces that will 
take him into column, in order that, in re-forming Company, 
each man may know the number of paces to bring him in 
line again, as no frrrther word of command is given than 
"re-form Company." 

DIAGRAM XXXI. 
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Diagram XXXL represents the close column of Sections 
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7. When the formation is completed, the Captain will 
{dace himself on the left of the front rank of the 1st Section, 
the CoTcring-Sergeant will cover the Captain. The Super- 
numeraries in the reverse flank, the senior Sergeant on the Cap. ix. 2. 
flank of the second Section; the Lieutenant, the third; and 

the Ensign, the fourth.* 

8. In order to receive cavahy, the column will be di- Receive 
rected to " prepare for cavaby; '* the officers and non-com- ^^*^* 
missioned officers will move into the centre of the column, 

and all the men will &ce outwards, so as to show a front of 
equal strength in every direction. 

N.B. — Care must be taken that the supernumeraries do 
not destroy the formation of squares. The best way to 
avoid this is that they should form one rank between the 
2nd and 3rd Sections. 

9. On the word "ready,** if the asides of the square ti.r8 Ready. 
only three deep, the front rank only will kneel. K they are 
four deep the two front ranks will sink on the knee " as a 
front and rear rank kneeling," the standing ranks make 
ready "as a front rank standing;" muzzles of the rifles 
inclined upwards. 

10. On the words " re-form column," the men will face to Re-form 
their proper front in column, and touch into the pivot flanks, ^^°™"- 
the officers and non-commissioned officers resuming their 
places, as in close column of Sections as above. 

11. On the words "re-form Company — quick march,*' Re-form 
the 1st Section will right face, ttie 3rd and 4th Sections ^^^"''"P*^- 
left face, and will move out to resume their places in line. 

The 1st Section will, when clear of the 2nd Section, /ace to 
the rear, and then halt, front, and dress; the 3rd and 4th will 
form up in line to the left, and turn to the front in succession 

* I think it proper to draw tlie attention of the reader to the fwit, that " The Field 
Exercises," p. 84, gives no direction as to the position of the officers and non-commis- 
sioned officers during (he formaUon or on the caution. Bnt when the movement is 
completed it directs that *< the Captain place himself on the left of the firont rank of the 
leading Section, covered by his Cooering'8ergeant, the sapemnmeraries will be on the 
reverse flank of their respective Sections." On consulting Malton, I adopted his inter- 
pretation. Whilst, however, these sheets were passtag through the press, my attention 
was drawn to the 1861 edition of this excellent work, and I found that he had placed the 
senior Sergeant, Lieutenant and Ensign on the pivot flank, not the reverse, probably 
following a well-known catechism. I cannot see that Mr. Malton is justified in making 
the change, for this reason, the Company was in line previous to the formation. Att 
except the Captain and Covering-Sergeants are supernumeraries. The " Field Exercises** 
expressly says, that the two named are to be on left of the f^ont rank of the leading 
Section, and "tte supernumeraries" on the reverse " of their respective Sections.'* To 
justify the change Mr. Malton has made in his present edition, the wording would have 
been, *' The Captain will place himself on the left of the front rank of the leading Section, 
covered by his Covering-Sergeant, and the leaders of the respective Sections o n the 
same flank of their respective Sections, and the other supernumeraries on the reverae 
flank of their respective Sections." I prefer, therefore, to retain the position given in 
tiie*' Field Exerdaes." 



76 



HANDY BOOK OF COMPANY DWELL. 



Cap.xiL6. 



Company 
aqnarea. 



Captain. 
WbeeUng. 



F. E. p. 87. 
AdTandngy 
Retiring. 



Rallying 
Square. 



when dear, and halt and dress np in line, without word of 
command. This movement is called deploying into line. 
The men will now be ordered to unfix bayonets or swords. 

The officers, &c., will resume their original places as a 
Company in line. 

12. If the men, as before suggested, have counted the 
number of paces that take them into column, by taking the 
same number when re-forming Company, they will be able 
to resume their respective places without crowding. 

13. When a battalion in line forms " Company squares," 
that is, each Company forming a separate square, it will be 
necessary to place ^m in '^ echelon," in a position to 
prevent one square firing into another. This is done in the 
following manner. When the close column of Sections is 
formed by the words "form Company squares," "quick 
march," the commander will give "wheel into echelon," 
and each Captain will give to his Company, " No. — , right 
wheel, quick march," and the column will wheel an eighth 
of a circle to the right, and he will then give, " halt, dress;" 
and then the order will be given to " resist cavalry," &c. 
In wheeling, the pivot man of the front rank will steadily 
keep his ground as on an ordinary wheel. The remaining 
Sections will make a half-face towards the wheeling pivot 
flank, and wheel to the direction required as a Company in 
close column, and come up to the proper front when the 
required wheel is completed. 

14. Should the square be required to move in any particular 
direction, the caution will be, "the square will advance," 
— " the square will retire," — " the square will move to the 
right, or left," as the case may be. This will indicate the 
direction of the march, and the leading face of the square 
will be dressed, in order that they may move with the 
necessary regularity. The caution will be followed by 
" inwards face— quick march." On the word ." face," the 
square will face to the direction indicated, and on the word 
" march," will advance in a compact body in that direction. 
On the word "halt," the men will halt, and without any 
further word of command will face outwards, to resist 
cavalry, as above described. 

15. It is useful to accustom the men to form what is called 
rallying square. If the Company be disarranged, the men 
should be ready to form square from such disorder. 

We will suppose the men dispersed in different parts of 
the drill ground, with bayonets unfixed. The word of 
command will be, " form rallying square." If the men are 



THB SX1>B, OB CliOSINay STEP, Yf 

much dispersed, and the cavabrj supposed to be close, their 
different officers will make themselves rallying points, each 
holding up his sword as an indication, and the men will run 
to the nearest rallying point. The men will be instructed 
to advance in double time, and as they arrive, order arms 
and fix bayonets without command. The two first who 
come up to the officer will form on his right and left, facing 
outwards, the three next will place themselves in their front, 
and three others in rear facing to the rear. The next four 
will post themselves at the several angles, and the others, 
as they come up, will complete the different faces between 
the angles. 

The square thus posted mny be increased by four more 
taking the angles, and others completing the facings, and 
so on. 

All this should be often repeated, to accustom the men to 
place themselves in their proper positions. The regularity 
above indicated could not well be attained on any hasty 
formation, hence the necessity of frequent repetition of the 
movement. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

THB SIDE, OR CLOSHm, STEP. r.K.ptiy 

' ' f. 99. 

1. The object of this movement is to take ground to 
either flank without facing to that flank. 

2. On taking the side step on the words " quick march, " ^g?* ^** 
each man will turn his eyes to the direction of march, and "" 

will (if to the right) carry his right foot as far as the foot 
of the man next to him on the right, and instantly bring up 
his left foot until the heel touches his right heel, and 
proceed to take the next step in the same manner. If to 
the left, then the same to the left. Shoulders are to be kept 
perfectly square, knees not bent, imless on rough ground. 
The direction must be kept in a straight line to the flanks, 
inclining neither to the front nor rear. Time is of great 
importance in the side step ; each pace should be taken, and 
the heels brought up together again, in the same time ; the 
time is taken as on the quick march. At the word " halt, " 
the men will bring their heels together, turn their eyes to 
the front, and remain steady. 

3. During the side step the touch must be kept to the F.E.pp.S3, 
closing flank. The step will be 10 inches. 

4. Supposing a Company as in line, the officers and non- cftp. zu. <« 
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commifisioned officers will be posted as T)efore pointed ont. 
The caution and command will be*, **Company as in line" — 
"asa-Company of a right (or left) wing — paces right(or 
left) close— -quick inarch." 

5. If the number of paces is named, the 'Captain will 
remain in his place, and close with 'the Company; but if 
the number of paces be not named, he will, on the caution, 
plaee himself ihree paces in front df that ^ank of the Com- 
pany which is nearest to the centre of 'the supposed line, 
faoing towards his -men. Should that flank- be tiie left, he 
will cross by the front. 

On the words "quick march," the men will tafee "the 
required number of steps to the indicated flank, or if no 
number 'be named, then until the Captain gives the word 
" halt." The Captain, having closed with the men, will" fall 
into his post in line, if on the left will change by the rear 
to the right. 

While the Captain is in front, the Govering^Bergeant will 
occupy his place. The Supernumeraries will, in all cases, 
close with the Company. 

6. If a Company is in column, the officers and non-com- 
missioned officers will be as before stated. The Captain will 
always remain in his place, and close with the Company, 
unless he has previously taken up fresh covering, in which 
case he will stand fast, and order his Company to close to 
him. 

7. When an error has been made in judging distance, in 
forming or wheeling into line, the error will be corrected by 
the side step; such closing will always be made to or from 
the centre of the battalion. If closing towards the centre, 
the Captain will close with his Company ; but if opening to 
admit files, he will stand fast till they have all moved up. 

8. If the side step be required to make room to take in 
files when the distance is taken, the Captain will give the 
word "halt." 



F.E.pt.ii. 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

A COMPANY WHEELING ANY GIVEN NUMBER OP PACES, ON 
EITHER FLANK, FROM THE HALT. 



Cap.ii^.6.9. 1. A Company as in line or column may be required to 
wheel forwards or backwards a given number of paces on 
either fiank. This flank, for the time being, will be 
considered, the pivot. 



WHEELING PACES. 7S^ 

2. It will be of advantage to recollect that, if a Company 
wheels as many paces as it has files, a quarter circle will be 
formed. For instance^ if there are 20 files in the Company, 
the outer or wheeling flank man will take 20 paces of 30 
inches each to accomplish the quarter circle, each man 
taking the same number of paces, but the length of pace 
diminishing in proportion to the distance approaching the 
ptvat^ on the principle before laid down. If, therefore, it is ^P- *• *• 
required to wheel an eighth of a circle, one-half the number 
of. paces must be taken, thatis. No. 20 will take 10 paces 
to complete the eighth of a circle, and five paces to complete 
the sixteenth. 

3. For convenience, and to retain uniformity of practice, 
the measurement has invariably been taken from the 
eighth file from the pivot ; the calculation will thus sim- 
plify itsel£ Two paces from the eighth file will effect one- 
sixteenthy four paces one-eighth, six paces three^sixteenths, and 
eight paces one-fourth part of a circle. 

4. When a Company as in line, or column, is required to Cap.iLio,iK 
wheel any given number of paces on either flank, from the 

halt, the word of command will be " paces right [or 

left] wheel [or backwards wheel] — quick march." If the 
wheel be a "backwards wheel " of more than four paces, 
then after the " caution," and before "quick march," the 
Company will be directed to " right about face." The pivot ^^^ ^wn*. 
man, on an ordinary wheel from the halt, will face to the ^ ^ ^ 
direction of the wheel, so on the word "wheel" in the 
present case, he will faoe to the direction in which the 
Company will be ultimately faced (in echelon), when the 
movement is completed. 

The Captain will place himself on the pivot flank, that is, ^JJf^^ j^ 
as we have explained above, on the flank on which the 
wheel is to be made, facing inwards, and will correct the 
position of the pivot man, who has faced, as above described, 
if required. 

The Covering-Sergeant will place himself, with his back to ^JJ^f." 
the eighth file from the pivot (should it be a backwards 
wheel, then to the rear), facing towards the direction of the 
wheel, and will take the number of paces along the circum- 
ference of the circle, of which the pivot is the centre, and 
will halt. If on the backwards wheel, will halt and faoe 
about to the front. 

On the words, " quick march," all, except the Captain, 
Covering-Sergeant, and pivot man, will wheel forwards or 
backwards in the direction indicated. 
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When the eighth file from the pivot reaches the Covering-^ 
Captain. Sergeant^ the Captain will give " halt *' — " dress.'* 

N.B. — ^If, on the backwards wheel, the Company halHm^ 

been faced about, the Captain will add to the "halt**— 

" front, dress," and the Company will " front " by the right 

about turn, and halt, dress. 
DrMriog. The Captain will take care to dress the Company from the 

pivot fiank, also not to move the eighth, nor the pivot file. 
When the Company is properly " dressed," he will give 
Covtriiig. the words " eyes front," and he and the Covering^Sergwnt 
^'**"'' will return to the places they occupied previously to the 
Cap.rriu.4. "caution." 

r. E. pt. iii. 6. This movement is important in battalion drill, as when 
H. 57. 58. ^ change of front by echelon is required, when the whole 

or part of a battalion in line is to be# thrown back, or, as in 
F.E.pt. iii. *^® formation of line from open column on a rear Company, 
■. ss. the Company will first be faced about, after the '^ caution** 

^•'•^** to wheel, and the movement will be continued as above 

described. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

».E.ptli. COMPANY AS IN COLUMN (rIGHT OR LEFT IN FBONT), 
WHEELING INTO LINE FROM THE HALT, AND ON THE 
MARCH, ON A MOVEABLE PIVOT. 

1. We have stated that we are to consider all movements 
of a Company as if it were in battalion. A battalion, when 
it assembles, is drawn up in open columns of Companies; we 
are to suppose that the Company is one of 4hose columns. 

2. First, on the halt. 

The position of the officers and non-commissioned officers 
dp. iii. 7. will therefore be as in column, that is — 

The Captain on the pivot flank of the front rank. 

The Lieutenant in the rear of the second file from the 
reverse flank. 

The Ensign [or Second Lieutenant] in rear of the centre 
of the Company. 

The Covering-Sergeant one pace in rear of the second file 
from the pivot flank. 
Mghtla 3. The "caution" and word of command will be, "as a 

Company in column, right in front — left wheel into line — 
quick march." 

Jf.B. When a single Company is being drilled, in giving 
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WHSELXNra INTO LIKE. St 

the ** caution," it should be stated whether it is a Companj 

iD column or a Company in line. Unless this is made clear 

to the learner, the commands will be puzzling to him. 

There will be nothing to indicate whether the Company is 

in column or in line, but the position of the officers ; if " as 

in linBy" the Captain will be on the right, if " as in column" 

then on the pivot flank, according to the position of the q^^^ ^j^ 2. 

Company, right or left in front ; if left in front, except from 

the position of the covering-sergeant and supernumerary 

rank, he cannot tell whether he is in line, or as in column. 

On the caution (we are still presuming a single Company 

being drilled), the officers and non-commissioned officers 

will take their places "as in line" or "as in column" as C8p.xu.6,7. 

the case may be. Hence the necessity of indicating by the 

"caution," the position of the Company, previous to the 

movement. This is so seldom explained on drill, that 

though on the "caution," the words "as a Company in 

column " or " as a Company in line " are added, they tend 

only to puzzle the learner, as he remarks no actual difference 

in the position of the single Company, wheeling from column 

into line or line into column. 

We are now supposing as before stated, a Company as in 
column. 

On the words " wheel into line " — 

The Captain will move out and place himself one pace in Captain. 
front of the second file from the left, facing to the front. 

The Covering-Sergeant will run to the front, to mark the S^JSSl 
spot where the wheeling fiank of the Company will rest when 
the wheel is completed, that is in line with the other Com- 
panies, with shouldered (or advanced) arms, facing in the 
direction of the new pivot, and will raise his arm from his 
elbow, looking to his left, and aligning himself with the 
pivot man. 

The pivot man will face to his left and raise his le/i arm, PiTotmia. 
until " eyes front " is given by the Captain, when he will 
drop the arm. 

The rear rank man of the pivot will uncover. cap. x. 9. 

On the word " march " — 

The Company will step off, the whole turning their eyes 
to the right (the wheeling or outward flank) except the Cap. x. 1. 
right hand man, who will look inwards and step out the 
usual pace of 30 inches, every other man shortening his 
pace in proportion to his distance from the standing flank 
on which the wheel is made, touching lightly towards the 
pivot, keeping the shoulders square in line. 
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N.B. — We repeat this caution here, as it cannot he too 
frequently impressed on the memory of the men in the ranks. 

The Captain will turn towards his. men, and move back 
rouVid the pivot man to be ready to dress his Company &om 
the left. 

The Lieutenant will, during the wheel, move across to 
his place as in line. 

The Supemvmerary rank will, during the wheel, take its 
distance from the rear rank, that is, three paces from the 
rear. 

The Captain will give the words " No. — Company — ^halt 
—dress," when the wheeling flank (the right) of his Com- 
pany is two paces in rear of the Covering-Sergeant, and will 
di-ess from the pivot flank (the left). 

When the dressing is completed, the Captain will give 
the words " eyes front," and will then pass by the rear to 
Cap. xu. 6. tiie right flank as a Company in line, and the men will turn 
their eyes to the front, the pivot man, as before stated, 
dropping his arm. 

The Covering-Sergeant, at the words "eyes front," will fall 
back into his place in the rear, covering the Captain, as 
a Company in line. 

4. If the Companies were originally as in column, left 
Left in front, in front, then the word of command will be, "right wheel 

into line." The movement will proceed in a similar manner 
as when right is in front, the position of the officers being, 
of course reversed as a Company in column left in front. 

The Covering-Sergeant will run out and mark where the 
left flank will rest. 

The Captain dressing from the right. 

The pivot man will, of course, face to the right on <iie 
caution. 

5. On a moveable pivot. We have supposed that the 
Company is what is termed: in open column on the halt. 
The principal feature in that case is that the pivot man 
will face to the direction of the wheel, the Covering^Sergeant 
placing himself in alignment with the pivot at the point 
where the wheeling flank will rest; but if wheeled into line 
on the march, or " on the move," the wheel is said to be on 
a moveable pivot, and the pivot man will not face to the 
direction of the wheel. 

6. The word of command will be, if right in front, " left 
wheel into line," if left in front, "right wheel into line." 
If " on a moveable pivot from the halt," then the command 
will be preceded by the words, " on the move." 
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7. The Company was in open colunm right in front. Right in 
The Captain will move straight on to his front at a short captoin. 
pace during the wheel, so as to meet the right of his Com- cap.xxrm. i. 
panj as it completes the quarter cirole, taking his post on 

the right on the word " forward," when the wheel is com- 
pidted. 

8. If left is in front he will remain in his place, bringing Left in front. 
his left shoulder round with the Company. f. e. p. 69. 

The Lieutenant, when right is in front, will move out to cap. xii. 6. 
his -place as in line. 

Whether right or left is in front, the supernumerary rank 
will, during the wheel, gain its proper difitance from the 
raar rank, that is, three paces; it was previously one pace. 

The Covering^ergeant, if right is in fiH>nt, will move Sj^^^' 
across; if left in front, will move up to his place in line Walton, 22. 
during the wheel. 

9l On the wheel being completed, the word " forward'* 
will he given, then the men will step out steadily to the Cap^ada. 
front, as in line. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

A COMPANY AS IN LINE WHEELING INTO OPEN COLUMN, F.E.pt:iL 
BIGHT OR LEFT IN FRONT, ON THE HALT OR ON THE "' 
move; and, when in open column, changing DI- 
RECTION TO EITHER FLANK. 

1. We are now supposing that the Company is in line, 
with other Companies on the halt. 

The officers and sergeants will he as a Company in line. cap. xii. 6. 

2. To form open column right in front, the " caution " To right in 
and command will be, " as a Company in line,"* " Open 
column right in front — ^right about face — right wheel — 
quick march." 

3. The movement will be executed as follows : — 

On the words, " open column right in front," the extreme 
left hand front rank man, who in this case will be the pivot ^^*>* ™"*- 
man, will face to his right, the direction of the wheel. 

N.B. The rear rank man will not uncover, because the cap. x. 9. 
wheel will be a backwards wheel, though faced to the right- 
about. 

The Captain will move out to the centre of the Company q^^^^^^ 
and place himself one pace in advance, facing to the front. 

The Covering-Sergeant will run out to the rear to mark Coverinff- 

Sergeant. 

* See the obaerrations, Cap. xxiv. 3, N.B. 
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the place where the right flank of the Companj will rest 
when the wheel is completed, facing to the f^ont, that is to 
the direction which would be the front of the Company 
when in column right in fronts and raise the left arm. 

On the words " right about face," all the men, except the 
pivot Tnan and the Covering- Sergeant ^ will face to the right 
about. 

On the words, " right wheel — quick march," 
The men will wheel to the right, rear rank in front, and 
when the quarter circle is made and at right angles to the 
original position, that is, in open column, they will be 

Captain. directed by the Captain to " halt, front, and dress." 

N.B. The men must not judge their own time to halt» 
but listen for the command to halt, otherwise the line will 
be broken. 

The Captain will move to the left flank, which is the 
proper pivot flank of a Company in column right in fronts 

Cap.xxviu.ul>y the rear, and give the command, "halt, front, dress," 
and will look to his front. 

Uentenaat. ^^^ Lieutenant will move across by the rear, and place 
himself in the rear of the reverse flank, second file from the 
right. 

Co^ring- The Covering'Sergeant will place himself to the rear of the 
second man from the pivot flank (left). 

Snperan- The Supernumerary rank will face about with the men, 

merary. ^j^^ ^jjj advance to the rear with the wheel, and " front " 
with the Company closing up to the proper distance, now 
one pace from the rear rank. They were three paces 
before. 

4. In this position the Company will be in open column 
right in front. Supposing the Company to have been No. 1 
Company, or the Company on the extreme right of the 
battidion in line, it will now become the leading Company 
of the Companies in column right in front, wheeled out of 
line into column. 

2j^*^ 5. If the Company in line is required to form open 

column lejl in front, that, is, No. 1 Company to become the 

. last Company in column, the extreme left Company leading. 

Cap. xxir, f , the caution and command will be, " as a Company in line," 

N3. « Qpgji column left in front — right about face — left wheel- 

quick march." 

6. The duties of the officers and non-commissioned 
officers will be the same, except that they eventually take 
up their position as in a Company in column left in front ; 

<^,xiK r, i^e Captain on the right flank, the Lieutenant in the rear of 
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the rererse, the Covering-Sergeant in rear of the second man 
from the pivot flank (right). 

The extreme proper right hand man of the front rank 
will be the pivot 7nan, who will face to the left. The others 
will face to the right about and wheel to the left, the Cover^ 
tng'Sergeant having taken up his post to the left, where the 
left flank will rest when the quarter circle is completed, 
and when the men have wheeled will be faced to the front 
(left in front). No. 1, or right Company, being now the 
l|^t Company in column, the extreme left Company leading; 
the Captain dressing ftom the right, which is the pivot 
flank. 

7. If the caution be followed by "on the move, right ^t>i«°»o^*« 
(or left) wheel, quick march," it will indicate that when the 
quarter circle is completed the word forward will be given. 

This is called a Company in line, wheeling into column on a 
moveable pivot from the halt, the wheel will be effected as on 
a inoveahle pivot as follows: — 

The command will be "on the move — ^right wheel." Right wheeL 

The pivot man will not face, as on a wheel, from the i^^ot man. 
hmlt. '^•^'' 

The Captain being on the right previous to the wheel, S?p***°l« 
will move across in front, during the wheel to the left flank i. ^' " 
of the Company, because a right wheel will bring the Com- 
panies in column right in front. 

The Covering-Sergeant at the same time will change his Corering. 
flank, and tfdce up his position in rear of the second file ^®'«®*°^- 
from the pivot flank, the left. 

The Lieutenant — ^his proper place in the rear of the re- ucutcnant. 
verse flank, as a Company in column right in front. 

If it be a left wheel, the Company will be brought in ^J^^ 
column, left in front, the Captain^ being on the right ^^ 
will remain on the same flank and will wheel with the 
Company. 

The Covering-Sergeant will fall back to his place^ as in Coreriiig. 
column, during the wheel. He was previously covering ^'«®*°'' 
the Captain. 

The Supernumerary rank, in both cases, will close up to supernmne- 
its proper distance in the rear, namely, one pace, on the '"^' 
cantion " open column, left in front." 

On the word forward, the quarter circle being completed, 
the whole will advance steadily, touching to the pivot flank, cap. ix. 2. 
right or left in front, as the case may be. 

8. When the Companies are in column on the march, S^g* 
ihey may be directed to " change direction " to the right or 
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left; this will be, infiujt, wheeling on a moveable pivot. On 
F. E. pt. iiL the command " change direction to the right (or left)," HIob 
Captoin. Captain of the front or leading Company in column will 
give "right (or left) wheel," according to the required 
direction; and when the Company has T\Sieeled the quarter 
circle, that is, when square, will give the word "forward." 

Each Captain of each Company will, in succession, when 
his Company reaches the spot where the preceding Com- 
pany wheeled, give the same command, indicating the num- 
ber of his Company. 

9. As Companies in colunm, wheeling on the march, 

changing direction to either flank, do not change front, the 

officers will not change their positions. 

F. E. pt. iii. 10. Should the wheel be to the reverse flank, the senior 

^ ^^' Supernumerary will move up and lead during the change of 

direction. 
F.E.p.123. N.B. — It is not necessary that each Company should 
wheel on the same spot; weak Companies will march a 
little past the wheeling point before they wheel; strong 
Companies will wheel a little before they come up to it, so 
that on the word forward the pivot flanks will still bo in 
line. 

II. On the conunand " change direction " to a given direo* 
New align- tion, it is usual to wheel the quarter circle to that direction, 
°*«°*- the alignment, or direction of march will be ai a right angle 

F. £..p. 18S. to the former alignment, but a new direction or idignment 
may be required when wheeling into line; it will ibe neces- 
sary to bring the pivot flanks of each Company on this new 
. alignment previous to forming line. The direction will be 
Captain indicated by the word " forward " at the required time, the 
Cap. xii. 2. Captain of the leading Company will at once take up his 
Cap.zxvi.i9. p^jj^^g ^ march upon as before directed, and march steadily 
on them. The remaining Captains will, as they enter the 
new alignment, be careful to cover on him and the base 
point. 

N3* — ^If the column be halted before the Companies 

have changed their direction into the new alignment^ the 

rear Companies will move into the alignment by a flank 

Covering- Diarch by fours; the Covering- Sergeant will run oat 

Sergeant, to mark the spot on which their pivot flanks would 

rest. 
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CHAPTER XXVI, 

A COMPANY WHEELING POBWABDS OB BACKWARDS BY F. E. pt. U. 
SUBDIVISIONS OB SECTIONS FBOM LINE. "' ^' 

1. K a Company is directed to wheel forward] hj Sub- 
divisions or Sections to the right, or backwards to the left, 

it becomes a Company in column of Subdivisions or Sections Cap,vffi.5,7. 
i%ht in front; if forward 4;o the left, or backwards to the 
r^ht, then it will be a Company in column of Subdivisions 
or Sections left in front; because, in the former ease, the 
right Subdivision or Section will be leading; in the latter, 
ike left will be leading. As this is a general rule, we may 
add another; in all these wheels, from line on a halted 
pivot, the Captain will move out, on the caution in front of 
tint Subdivision or Section which will become the leading 
one of the column,. and when the wheel is completed, the 
Gqptcnnvnll place himself on the pivotflank, 

2. We are supposing that the Company is in line on the cap. xa. s. 
hah; the officers and non-commissioned officers will be asontiieiuat 
befoie stated. 

3.. The caution and word of command will be "as a 
Company in line " — " by Subdivisions (or Sections) right (or 
left) wheel— -quick march." 

4. On tiie word "wheel," Captain. 
The Captain will place himself in front of the centre of 

•the Subdivision or Section that will be leading on the wheel 
being completed. For instance, if it be " right wheel," it 
will be the right Subdivision or first Section, and vice versd^ 
and will face to the front. 

The right hand man of each Subdivision or Section, if it Cap. x. 2. 
be a right wheel, will face to the right, and will be the 
pivot man of the Subdivision or Section on the wheel, and 
if it be a left wheel then the left hand man of each Sub- 
division or Section will face to the left, the rear rank man Cap. x. 9. 
uncovering in each case. 

N.B. — The Covenng-Sergeant does not mark the spot covering- 
where the wheeling flank of either Subdivision or Section Sergeant. 
will rest. 

5. Diagram XXXII. represents a Company about to 
wheel forwards by sections by the left wheel, before the 
words " quick march " are given, and which will bring the 
Company in column of Sections left in front. 
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6. On the word "march," 

Captaia. The Captain will turn towards the Subdivision or Sec- 

tion before which he will be then standing, and, as the 
wheel is proceeding, will incline towards his foture pivot 
flank; if it be a right wheel, his place will be on the left 
flank of the leading Subdivision or Section, as a column 
right in front; if left wheel, then on the right, as in columa 
left in front. 

The Lieutenant and Ensign (or Second Lieutenant) and 
Covering- Sergeant will take up their places as in column; 
that is, if in Subdivisions, the Lieutenant on the pivot 
flank of the rear Subdivision, if in Sections, of the third 
Section. 

CoTortDg • The Covering-Sergeant behind the second rear rank man 
from the pivot flank of the leading Section or Subdivision. 

The Ensign^ if in Subdivisions at the rear of the second 
file from the reverse flank of the rear Subdivision; or, if in 
Sections leading the fourth Section on the pivot flank, and 
the senior sergeant (if none, the Covering-Sergeant) will 
lead the second Section on the pivot flank. 

7. Diagram XXXTTT. represents a Company in column 
of Subdivisions right in front. 

DIAGRAM XXXm. 
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If left in front, the Captain and Lieutenant will be on 
the right flank, the Covering- Sergeant also on the rights in 
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rear of the second file from the right of the leading Sub- 
division, and the Ensign on the reverse flank of the second ^^' ^' ^* 
Subdivision. 

8. Diagram XXXTV. represents a Company in column 
of Sections, left in front. 



f] 



BIA6BAM XXXIV. 
-0^ O 



^n 



•o 



•O'*) 



If right in front, the officers, &c., will be on the left, the 
then pivot flank. 

9. If the wheeling forward be " on moveable pivots from 
the halt," then the command will be "by Subdivisions (or 
Sections) on the move : right (or left) wheel— quick 
march." 

10. The pivot men will not face to the direction of the Cap. x. 7. 
wheel. 

11. If the wheel is to the right, bringing the Subdi- chSn^ng 
visions or Sections in column, right in front, the Captain and ^*°^ 
Lieutenant will move across to their places on the left flank Cap.atxvui.i. 
during the wheel at a short pace, the Covering-Sergeant at 

the same time changing flank by the rear, taking his proper 
place in column ; but, if the wheel is to the left, bringing 
the Company in column left in front, the Captain will wheel 
with the right Subdivision (or flrst Section, as the case may 
be), and at the word " forward," he will move up to the 
pivot flank (the right) of the leading Subdivision, or 
Section, in double time; the Covering-Sergeant passing at 
the same time by the rear to his place, and the Lieutenant 
will take his place as in column left in front, on the word 
" forward." The wheel being completed, the whole will 
advance in column of Subdivisions or Sections, as the case Cap.iz. 
may be, the touch being to the pivot flank. 

12. If the Company is in line on the marchy and is cap. x. 3. 
directed to wheel forward in Subdivisions or Sections, the 
wheel will be performed on what are called "moveable 
pivots." 

13. The command will simply be "Subdivisions (or 
Sections) right [or left] wheel" — "forward," and the wheel 
will proceed as on moveable pivots from the halt. The 
officers are acting as on moveable pivots from the halt; the 
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Backwards 
wheel. 



leaders of the rear Subdivision, or Sections, will take post 
F. E. p. 69. on the word " forward.^ 

14. In wheeling backwards by Subdivisions or Sections, 
the command will be " by Subdivisions (or Sections) on the 
right (or left) backward wheel " — " quick march." 

N.B. If there are more than 12 men in the Subdivision 
wheeling back, the men will be faced about, and wheeled 
forward, rear rank in front, and when the wheel is com- 
pleted, will be brought again to the front, the pivot men 
will, as before, face into the new direction, but the rear 
rank man will not uncover. 

The Captain will place himself one pace in front of the 
centre of the Subdivision or Section that will be leading, 
and when the wheel is completed, will give " halt— dreae," 
and take his place in the first flank of the leading Subdi- 
vision, or Section. 

The Covering Sergeant will run out to the rear on ihe 
caution, and mark the spot where the wheeling flank of the 
Section or Subdivision of the column will rest, and when 
the wheel is completed, take his place as in column. 

The supernumeraries will act as before directed. 

15. Diagram XXXV. represents a Company as in line 
when the words "by Sections, on the left backwards wheel** 
are given. 

DIAGRAM XXXV. 
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16. When the Company is in columns of Subdivisixttui or 
Sections on the march, it maybe directed to " change diiac^ 
tion" to the right or left, that is, to either flank. The 
command will be, " change direction to the right (or left)** 
the leader of the front Subdivision or Section will imina- 
diately give the word "right (or left) wheel," according..ta 
the direction required, and when the Subdivision., is aqiwre, 
or the quarter circle completed^ will give the wosd 
"forward." 

As each Section arrives at the spot where. the jureeediiig) 
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Section wheeled, its leader will give the same words of 
command. 

17. As the froid is not changed by changing direction of 
the march of the. column, the officers, &c., will not change 
their positions. 

The wheels will be made in succession, as on moveable Cap. x. 3. 
pWots. 

18. If a new alignment is to be tfdcen up, then the SSoment. 
directions before given are to be followed, as in the case of Cap. xxv. ii. 
Companies. 

19. A Company marching in column of Subdivisions or ^^^>e in 
Sections will step off at the same instant on the word 

•* quick march." The leader of the first Subdivision or 
Section (the Copfain) will take up two points to march on, 
and must march with the utmost steadiness and equality of 
pace on these points, always keeping two points in view, 
and- march on liie imaginary straight line (the alignment) 
between the two. The steadiness and regularity of the 
march of the entire colunin depend on the Captain. The Cap. xui. 2. 
leiMiars of the rear Subdivision or Sections will, in like 
manner, " preserve the leader of the first in the exact line f. e. p. 72. 
with the distant object" (in the phraseology of the " Field 
Exercises"), that is, he takes up a point beyond the leader, 
and keeps that alignment, and so each leader of the Sections 
in succession, leaving the men themselves to dress. These 
leaders of the rear Subdivision or Sections must keep the 
proper distance, if in open column, calculating from front 
rank to front rank, so that the rear Subdivision, or each of 
tbe three rear Sections, are respectively at a distaf^ce equal 
to its own breadth from the one immediately in its own 
front, so that there will be no space between their respective 
flanks, if wheeled into line. 

20. It must be remembered that in column the men j^^^^ 
correct their own dressing, unless otherwise ordered. The 
leaders must attend to their own covering. 

21. In order to avoid constant shifting of officers from F.E.p.75. 
one flank to another, when a Company in column takes ^ *** ■' *®" 
gveund to the reverse flank, or is ordered to move to that 

flank during field manoeuvres, the lieutenant who is on the 
reverse flank, as a general rule, will move up and lead, the 
CJaptttin remaining on the former pivot flank. If in close 
eolomn, and taking ground to a flank by fours, then the 
leader will place himself in front of the front rank man of 
the leading four, the Covering-Sergeant next to him in front 
of the BQCond rank. 
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F.E.pt.U. 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

A COMPANY IN OPEN COLUMN OP SUBDIVISIONS OR 
SECTIONS WHEELING INTO LINE. 

1. We have explained that an open column of Subdi- 
visions or Sections is, when the rear Subdivision or the 
three rear Sections are at distances equal to their own 
breadth from the Subdivision or Section immediately in 
front of it, so that when wheeled out of column into line, no 
space will be left between the inner flanks. 

2. We will suppose a Company in open column of Sub- 
divisions or Sections right in front on the halt ; the word of 
command will be " left wheel into line— quick march." 

3. On the words " left wheel into line," the Captain will 
fall back and place himself one pace in front of the second 
file from the left of the rear Subdivision or Section facing 
to the front. 

The Lieutenant leading the rear Subdivision, or if in 
Sections, then the leaders of each of the three rear Sections 
will fall back during the wheel to their' respective places in 
the supernumerary rank as a Company in line. 

The Covering- Sergeant will run out and mark the place 
where the right flank of the Company will rest when 
wheeled into line, facing to the new front, and with the left 
arm raised, and shouldered arms. 

The pivot men^ if a wheel from Subdivisions, then the left 
flank front rank man of each Subdivision, if a wheel 
from Sections, then the left flank front rank man of each 
Section, will face to the left, and raise their left arms, 
their respective rear rank men uncovering. 

On the words "quick march," the Subdivisions or 
Sections will step ofi" and left wheel into line, looking to the 
wheeling flank and touching towards the pivot, during the 
wheel the rear rank men regaining their covering. 

The Captain will turn towards his men, and move back 
to the left, round the extreme left pivot man, to be 
ready to dress the Company from the left, and when the 
wheeling flanJiL of the right Subdivision or Section is within 
two paces from the Covering- Sergeant, he will give the 
words, " halt, dress," and when the line is properly dressedy 
he will give the words, " eyes front," and will change by 
the rear to the right flank, his proper place in line. 

On the words " eyes front," 

The pivot men will drop their left arms^ and the Covering' 
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Sergeant will fall back into his place as in line, namelj, on £|^*J^" 
the right in the rear of the Captain. Sergwnt. 

4. If the Company is in column of Subdivisions or Left in 
Sections, left in fronts then the command will be, " right *^** 
wheel into line." 

All the movements will be the same, vice versa. The 
right front rank men of the Subdivisions or Sections will be 
the pivot men, whe will face to the right, the rear rank men Cap. x. 2,». 
uncovering. The Covering- Sergeant will mark the spot 
where the left of the Company in line will rest, the 
Captain will place himself in front of the 2nd file from the 
right of the rear (right) Subdivision or first Section. The 
men will right wheel into line, and the Captain will fall 
back round the right fiank and dress from the right. 

Diagram XXXVI. represents a Company in column of 
Sections left in front, on the words " right wheel into line," 
being given, and before the words " quick march." 

DIAGRAM XXXVI. 
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5. If the wheel into line is to be made on a moveable SjJJf**'® 
pivoty that is, the column of Subdivisions or Sections on the 
march, suppose right in front, the command will be, ^^ Sub- 
divisions (or Sections) left wheel into line," and when in 
line, " forward." 

If right in front, the Captain will be leading on the left c«pt^« 
the leading Subdivision or Section, he will move round on 
to his front (at a short pace) during the wheel, so as to 
meet the right flank as it comes up, completing the quarter 
circle. 

HUft in fronts then the Captain was on the right of the ^_ ^ 
leading (left) Subdivision or 4th Section, he will turn to the i.'iST 
right about on the word of command, and move straight 
across to the right of the Company, which will be his proper 
place as a Company in line, so as to be on the right when 
the wheel into line is completed. 

The Covering-Sergeant, who was in his place in column of 2S^^?' 
Subdivisions or Sections, will, during the wheel, move to 
his place in line, to cover the Captain on the right. If the 
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cjolumn was left in froTit, hC' will move sound the reveEse 
flanks or flanks of the rear Subdivision or Sections. 

6. Whether right or left in front, the leadiers of tiiie rear 
Subdivision or Sections will fall back on the command, aod 
during the wheel, take up their proper places in ihe supCTir 
numerary rank as in line. 



CHAPTER XXVnL 

BHOXES FOR CHANGING PLANK BT FRONT OR REAR.T 

N.B.1 — This Chapter is suggested by a similar one in Mr. 
Malton's book, but the reader of that excellent work must 
Em, i860,p..i)Q Qn i^ig guard, for Mr. Malton has made a mistake— -pro- 
bably an error of the press — by omitting the words in 
brackets in the following quotation — " The following ai» 
the only occasions in which flanks are changed by [the 
front and not by] the rear," giving exactly the opposite 
meaning he intended. 

1. Having given the position of the officers and non-com- 
missioned officers in any given formation, whether in line or 
in column, it will be observed that when a change takes 
place, such as from line into column, the officers must neces- 
sarily change their position. For instance, the Captain is 
on the right of a Company as in line — his Covering-Sergeant 
will be on the same flank behind him — the Lieutenant in 
rear at the reverse ; if the Company be wheeled into, aay. 
Subdivisions, right in front, the Captain's place will be on 
the left of the leading Subdivision; he must, therefore, 
cross over either in fi*ont or rear of the wheeling column* 
It is important, therefore, to lay down some definite rules 
when officers and Covering-Sergeants should pass by the^hwU 
or by the rear; 

2. The Covering-Sergeant iRYoriahlj ]pa&ees hj the rear. 
As a general rule, officers pass by in rear in changing 

flanks, but the following are exceptions, when they pass by 

the front : — 
Cap. xxiv. I. In all wheels from column into line and from line into 
Cap.'xxT. 7. column, on a moveable pivot, or " on the move." 
c^p^ ^ II. When a Company is file marching or marching to a 

flank by fours, and is formed to the front. 
m. When a Company as in column, or Company in column 

of Subdivisions or Sections, are faced to the flank, called 

'^leading £Eices," or fiorm fovtta, to the reverse flank, that i0 
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opposite to the pivot ^ank, where the Captain or the leaders 
of Subdivisions or Sections have been necessarily posted. 

IV. When a Company of a right wing closes, the number Ciq>. xxii. 5. 
of paces not being named, the Captain will move out, cross- 
ing by the front ; placing himself three paces in front of that 

flank nearest to the battalion facing towards the men, he 
will close with the men, he will cross to the front, and, 
when halted, he will pass to his place in line by the rear, 

V. In passing in review in open column of Companies 
(right in front), on the first wheel, the Captain of each 
successive Company will be on the left. When at the 
second wheel,' on the side where thie inspecting officer is, 
the Captain^ on giving the words " left wheel," will change 
flank by moving straight to his front at a short pace during 
the wheel, and place himself on the right, and will say 
"forward, by the right," but on the next wheel, having 
passed the inspecting officer, the Captain will give " left 
wheel," and, turning to the right about, he will pass hy tM 
rear during the wheel, and again place himself on the left 
(the proper pivot), and, when the Company has wheeled 
square, will say " forward by the left." 

VI. Subalterns* will pass by the front when a column of 
Subdivisions or Sections are faced to the flank, called 

. " leading faces ;" of course to the reverse flank. The 
leaders of Sections or Subdivisions, being on the pivot flank, 
will pass by the front to the reverse flank, 

4. It will be well for the Lieutenant and Covering-Sergeant 
to remember that, as a general rule, they always change 
flunk witili the Captain, The exceptions are : 

I. As to the Lieutenant when closing, or when he has to cap.xxu. 5. 
lead, on taking ground to a reverse flank. Cap.xx?i.2i. 

II. The Covering- Sergeant, when closing, or when re- ^i^^p ^^^ 5^ 
quired to run out to take a point for a wheel, or formation 

of Company in line on the leading Section or Subdivision. Cap. xx. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

A COMPANY AS IN LINE ADVANCING FROM A FLANK IN 
OPEN COLUMN OP SECTIONS. 

1. We must suppose ihe Company in line, and it is 
desired to advance by Sections from either flank, the re- 

• AlflOt in battalion drill, when a battalion in line is ordered to advance from ih» 
oaMie ^ double column of SobdiviiionB txt Sections. 
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maining Sections following in succession, in column, the 

command will be " the first (or fourth) Section (as may be 

Cap. X, 8. required) to the front, the remaining Sections on the movey 

right (or left) wheel, quick march." 
Prom right. 2. We will suppose the advance is to be from the right 
flank, and, as the morement is to be effected " on the move," 
on the words, "quick march" the first Section will advance 
to the front, stepping short, and at the same time each of 
the other Sections will right wheel as~ on a moveable pivot. 
The Captain will pass by the rear and take his place on 
the left of the leading Section, and his Covering-Sergeant 
will take his place on the same flank in the rear of the 2nd 
file. The next senior Sergeant (if none, the Covering" 
Covering- Sergeant, will take the lead of the second Section. The 
lieateSmt. ^^i^^^^^ the third, the Ensign the fourth, passing by the 
Enstgn. front, because these Sections are now wheeling on a move- 
Cap, xxriii.!. a^l© pivot. 

The leading Section will step short, until the right wheel 
of each Section is completed, and the leader of the second 
Section having given " left wheel," and when square " for- 
ward," the leading Section will be ordered " forward," and 
will advance steadily the full pace. 

The leader of each succeeding Section will give "left 
wheel " and " forward," when he comes square, and when 
the movement is completed, the Company will be in open 
column of Sections right in front. 
Prom left. 3, jf the advance is to be made from the left flank, the 
4th Section to be leading; then the command will be, "the 
4th Section to the front, remaining Sections on the move — 
left wheel, quick march." 

4. On the word " march," the 4th Section will advance 
to the front, stepping short, the Captain will change by the 
rear, and take up his position on the right flank of the 4th 
Section ; at the same time each of the other Sections will 
left wheeL as on a moveable pivot. 
Corering- The Covering-Sergeant will take up his place in the rear 
Sergeant. ^^ ^|^^ second file of the same Section on the right. The 
leaders of each successive Section will, during the wheel, 
take their places on the right, and the movement will pro- 
ceed as before described, wheeling in succession to the right; 
and when the movement is completed we shall have a 
Company in open column of Sections left in front. 
SJ^^ if 5. This movement can also be done on the march in a 

similar manner. The word of command will be "1st (or 
4^) Section to the fronts remaining Sections, right (or left 
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wheel) — forward." The words "on the move" are not used, 
xis the Company will be on the move. 

The officers will pass by the front to their proper flanks. 

6. If the right or left Subdivision is to advance, then the 
Lieutenant will take the lead of the rear Subdivision, and lieutenant. 
the Ensign (or Second Lieutenanf) will be in the rear of the Ensign. 
second file from the reverse flank, and the movement will 
proceed as before explained, right or left in front, 

7. In battalion drill, when Companies in succession ad- companies. 
vance from the flank, the Captain of the named Company, if 

it is right, changes his flank: if the left, stands fast. The 
other Captains, if the advance is from the right, will move 
straight to their front during the wheel, so as to fall in on 
the pivot (left) flank of their Companies when " forward " 
is given : if the advance is from the left, they will remain 
in their places and wheel with their Companies. The sub- 
alterns (Lieutenant and Ensign) on the left of the line fall 
back into the supernumerary rank ; and if the advance be 
from the right, the Lieutenant of the named Company will 
change flank, the other Lieutenants will change during the Maiton,90,9i. 
wheel. 

8. If the two centre Sections are to be brought to the 
front, then the command will be " two centre Sections to 
the front, remaining Sections on the move inwards wheel, 
quick march," and when square " forward." This will be 
advancing by double column of Sections. As this movement 
is never used in Company drill, we will not encumber our 
pages with any explanations, but refer our readers to the 

Field Exercises. Advancing by double files from the centre Cap. xr. 12. 
is more convenient. 

9. The ordinary way of advancing or retiring from a 
^ flank will be to break off* in fours to the required flank and 

wheel to the front, and, when required, to front form Com- 
pany. But as a general rule a Company should advance 
showing the broadest front the ground will admit of. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

A COMPANY IN COLUMN OP SUBDIVISIONS OR SECTIONS RIGHT F.E.pt.li. 
OR LEFT IN FRONT, FORMING COMPANY TO THE REVERSE ■• ^^' 
FLANK, AND TO THE RIGHT ABOUT, AND LEFT ABOUT. 

1. We will suppose the Company advancing right in front Right in 
in open column of Sections, and it is required to form Com- '"*"*' 

D 
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Oap.x?i. 



Right form. 



Covering- 



Captain. 



Covering- 
Sergeant. 



pany on the reverse flank, the pivot flank will be the left, 
the reverse the right. The command will be, " on the leading 
Section right form Company." 

N.B. We have fully explained the theory of this move- 
ment, when we treated of forming Company on the reverse 
flank, and to the right or left about from file-marching ; the 
principle is the same when formed in Sections or Subdivisions. 

2. The position of leaders of Sections will be as a Com- 
pany in column of Sections right or left in front, i.e., when 
right in front, the Captain leading the first Section on the 
left; the Lieutenant, the third; the Ensign or Seeond LieU" 
tenant, the fourth; the senior Sergeant, the second; and the 
Covering-Sergeant, in the rear of the second file of the lead- 
ing Section on the pivot flank (the left). 

3. On the order "right form Company," the leaders of 
each Section will first change by the rear to the right flank, 
and as they fall in will say " by the right," that is, the men 
are to dress by the right. The Covering-Sergeant will pass 
to the rear of the rear rank second file from the right. 

The Captain leading the first Section will give " leading 
section, right wheel," and when the men of this Section 
have wheeled a quarter circle, he will say " forward," and 
when the Section has advanced three paces, he will give 
" halt, dress," and place himself a little in advance, on the 
right, to dress the line, looking inwards. 

The object of advancing three paces, is to give room 
for the supernumerary rank to take their places during 
formation. 

The Covering- Sergeant will then run out to the left, to 
mark the spot where the extreme left of the line will rest 
when the formation is complete; he will stand with re- 
covered arms facing towards the pivot flank. 

The rear Sections will continue the march to their front, 
and when the 2nd Section has reached the left of the lead- 
ing Section, at exact right angles with it, the leader of this 
Section will fall to the rear and give "No. 2 Section — 
right wheel," and when square, will give " forward," and 
when the men are one pace in rear of the alignment of the 
1st Section, he will give " halt— dress," the men will dress 
up in line with the 1st Section, and the leader of this Sec- 
tion (the seftior Sergeant) will fall into his place in the 
supernumerary rank, as a Company in line. 

In like manner the 3rd and 4th Sections will be directed 
to wheel and dress up into line in succession, the leaders of 
each taking his place as in line. 
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When the formation is completed, the Captain will dress Captain. 
the line and give " eyes front," and faH in on the right, his cap. xii. c. 
place, as a Company in line. 

And the Covering-Sergeant will then take his proper place Coverinj?- 
in line on the right of the rear rank. 



Sergeant. 



DIAGRAM XXXVII. 
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4. The diagram No. XXXVII. represents a column of 
Sections when the leaders of each Section have changed 
flanks, the 1st Section has wheeled to the right and taken 
three paces in advance, and in position of the new 
formation, the Captain on the right ready to dress the line 
when formed, the line will be formed along the dotted line, 
on the extreme left of which, at the proper distance, will 
be the Covering-Sergeant, 

The 2nd Section has advanced to the left of the 1st Sec- 
tion in line, and is completing its wheel to the right, the 
leader having fallen back. This section will form up to the 
left of the 1st Section. 

Sections three and four are advancing to wheel in suc- 
cession, to place themselves in alignment with the others 
aloDg the dotted line ; and thus a Company will be formed 
in line on the reverse flank, previously marching in a 
column of Sections right in front. 

N.B. — This movement corresponds with that explained 
in our section on file-marching right in front, forming cap. xvi. 2. 
Company on the leading files on the reverse flank. 

5. If the Company is in column of Sections, left in front. Left in front. 
then the leaders will be on the right of their respective 
Sections, and the command will be, " on the leading Section 

(the 4th) left form Company." The leaders of each Section 
will thereupon pass by the rear and post themselves to the 
left flanky and the movement will proceed exactly in the 

D 2 
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same manner as before described, except that the wheel and 
formation will be to the left, and when line is formed the 
Captain will place himself on the right as in line. 

N.B. — This movement corresponds with that explained 
in the section on file-marching left in front, forming Com- 

Cap. xvi. 5. pany on the leading file on the reverse flank. 

Right about. 6. If the formation is to be made to the right about, then 
the leading Section (right in front) will, instead of wheeling 
a quarter circle to the right, wheel round to the half-circle, 
or to the right about, and the successive Sections will place 
themselves on its left in line in the same manner as before 
described. 

The duties of the officers and Covering- Sergeant being 
the same as on formation on the reverse flank, the position 
and movement will correspond with that explained in the 

Cap. xvi. 8. section on file-marching. Diagram XIX., right in front 
forming on the leading file to the right about. 

Left about. 7. And in like manner the formation may be made to the 
left about in a similar manner when in column of Sections 
left in front, correspondiug to the movement explained in 

Cap. xvL 9. Cap. xvi. 9. 

8. We have in the above supposed the Company to be in 
column of Sections ; the movement can be effected in pre- 
cisely the same manner if in column of Subdivisions. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

OPENING AND CLOSING DISTANCES IN COLUMN. 

Closing on 1. A Company in open column of Sections, on the halt, 

tiie imit. ^^^ ^^ formed into close column on the words " form close 

Cu^ .!* , ' column on the leading Section — quick march ; " each Section 

Cap! xxi. c. will be halted, as it arrives in close column, by its leader. 

Ontiiemarcii 2. If on the march, the rear Sections will be directed 

to double up to close column and then take up the quick 

time. 

f/^'iih '*' ^' ^^ ^^" ^® opened from front or rear to wheeling dis- 

the half. ^^ tances. If from the front on the halt, the caution will be 

"open out to wheeling distances from the front." The 

word of command will be " 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sections, 

right about face — quick march ;*' and when each arrives at 

wheeling distance, it will be halted and fronted by its 

leader. 

joSJiftf 4. If on the march, the command will be " open out to 
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wheeling distances — 2nd, 3rd, and 4tli Sections, mark 
time." The leaders of the Sections will take their places 
on the pivot flank by the rear (that is, if from close column 
of Sections from a formation from line, when the super- 
numeraries were on the reverse flank), and when at wheel- ^"^' ^^'* ^* 
ing distances, they will, successively, give the word ^*^* "' ^' 
" forward." 

5. If opened out from the rear at the halt, then the rmm the 
caution will be " open out into wheeling distances from the *^"*' 
rear," and the command will be '" 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sec- 
tions, quick march." The leader of the 4th Section will 

give " halt " to 3rd Section, the leader of the 3rd will give 
" halt " to 2nd, and the leader of 2nd will give " halt " to 
1st. The reason of this is, that each leader should take up 
the wheeling distance required by his own Section, which 
cannot be judged of by the leader advancing. 

6. If on a flank march, close column can be formed on ^"p- ^"'• 
any given Section, say on the 2nd Section, from open column, On a flank 
on a flank march to the right. The command will be, ™*''*^'*- 

" close column on 2nd Section — ^remaining Sections, inward 
half-turn." The 1st Section will then right half- turn, the 
3rd and 4th, left half-turn. The 2nd will step short until 
the others are closed by the diagonal march, and faced to 
the direction of the flank march; the whole will then step 
off the regular pace. 

7. In order to open out from this position, marching to 
the right flank to wheeling distances, the word of command 
will be, " open out to wheeling distances from the 2nd 
Section — remaining Sections outward half-turn ;" on which 
the 1st Section will left half-tuni, and the 3rd and 4tli 
right half-turn, the 2nd will step short. The leaders of the 
Sections will judge the distances, and the Sections will 
resume the flank march by proper words of command from 
the leaders, the 1st Section, right half-turn, the 3rd and 
4th, left half-turn, and then all will resume the original 
pace. 

8. If marching to the left flank, then the command must 
be varied accordingly, too obvious to be repeated in detail. 

N.B. These movements are more properly for Battalion 
drill, but are here introduced for practice. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

F. E.pt.a. THE ECHELON MARCH BY COMPANIES, SUBDIVISIONS, OR 
**^** SECTIONS IN ORDER TO TAKE GROUND TO EITHER 

FLANK. 



To the front. 
Gap. X. 2, 3. 

Cap. iv. 7. 



To the rear. 



Captain. 



Covering- 
Sergeant. 

Cap. xxiii. 



Captain. 
Companies. 



On tlie halt. 



1. A Company is said to be wheeling from line into 
echelon, when the successive Companies in line are wheeled 
to either flank a given number of paces in the same direction, 
less than a quarter circle, on fixed or moveable pivots. 
The Companies when wheeled forward the given number of 
paces, wUl take the position, as shown in our Diagram 
No. IV., of Sections wheeling three paces to the right or 
left, supposing each Section to be a Company. When each 
Company has its front thus advanced a given number of 
paces to a flank, the Companies will be what is called in 
oblique echelon, in order to take ground obliquely to a flank, 
and each must advance on a line perpendicular to its own 
front, parallel to each other ; the pivot files will keep their 
proper distances, and their dressing in line parallel to the 
original alignment must be carefully kept. When moving 
to a flank, all the component parts of the echelon must be 
parallel to each other, in order that their lines of direction 
may also be parallel. The pivot being at wheeling dis- 
tances, the Companies can be wheeled back into line. 

2. If ground is to be taken to the rear in an oblique 
direction, the Companies, or parts of Companies will be faced 
about and then wheeled forwards, rear rank in front. 

3. In oblique echelon of Companies, the Captain will 
always, on the caution, move to the flank that will bcQome 
the pivot for the time being, if not already there. 

The Covering-Sergeant will place himself in front of the 
8th file from the pivot flank of the intended wheel, and take 
the number of paces ordered, and the wheel will proceed as 
a Company wheeling a given number of paces, when the 
echelon of Companies will be directed to advance, the 
Captains placing themselves on the pivot for the time being, 
The Captain of the leading Company will lead the march. 

4. An echelon of Companies having taken ground to 
either flank, can be wheeled back into line parallel to that 
from which it was formed, either from the halt or when on 
the move ; the command will be " wheel back into line," 
and if not on the move " quick march." 

5. On the caution "wheel back into line" (from the 
halt), the pivot men will face into line and raise their left 

banda until tbej have been dressed. 
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The Captains will take one pace to their front, and face 
towards their men. 

On the word " march," ' 

Each Company will wheel back on its pivot flank into 
line. 

The Captain of each Company will give " halt — dress," captain. 
and the Aien will look towards the Captain for the dressing. 
When dressed, he will give " eyes front," and will move 
into his place in line on the right, changing his flank, of 
course, if he was previously on the left. 

6. If on the march, the Captains will mark time, and the On the 
Companies will wheel back on them into line, and the com- ™"^ ' 
manding officer will give " forward" when the wheels are Captains, 
completed, on which the Captains^ if the movement has been 

to the left, will change their flank. 

7. If ground is to be taken in echelon of Subdivisions or subdiviaioM. 
Sections, the wheel will always be one-eighth of a circle, Sectd^°*- 
and made on moveable pivots. Cap. x. 3. 

8. The caution and command will be "take ground to 
the right (or left) in echelon. On the move, by Subdi- 
visions (or Sections), right (or left) wheel — quick march." 
On the word " march," the Subdivisions or Sections will 
wheel towards the named flank. 

When the eighth of a circle has been completed, on the 
word " forward," the Subdivisions or (Sections) will move 
direct to their front, in oblique echelons of Subdivisions (or 
Sections). 

9. If the movement has been made to the right, each Dreaaing. 
Subdivision or Section will march, that is, dress, by the 
right, the Captain will keep the dressing and distance of the 
right Subdivision (or Section) ; if to the left, the men will 
dress to the left, and the Subdivisions (or Sections) will be 

led by their pivot men. Therefore the flank on which the 
wheel into echelon is made will be the dressing flank. 

10. To whichever flank the inclination may be made, the captain. 
Captain does not move from his place, occupied as in line (on 

the right). 

11. If the Company be in column and take ground to the ^^ 
reverse fiank in echelon of Subdivisions (or Sections) the flank. 
Lieutenant will move up and take the lead of the leading wentenant. 
Subdivision or Section, unless the Captain is ordered to ^P*"^^^- 
change his flank. 

For example. — If the Companies be in open coliinm right 
in front, left will be the pivot, the Captain will be then on 
the left. Ground is to be taken to the right (the revene 
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re-form 
Company. 



Cap. ix.2,3. 



flank) in echelon of Sections, the Captain will remain on 
the left (or pivot flank) of the 4th Section, the Lieutenant 
will lead the right or leading Section by the right, and the 
remaining Sections will be led by their respective pivot 
men, each keeping his distance from the pivot flank of the 
Section next to him, in the direction towards which the 
Company is inclining. The leaders of Sections must also 
keep their dressing in a line parallel to their original posi- 
tion ; and so also if in echelon of Subdivisions. 

12. When the required distance to the flank has been 
taken, the Companies will be re-formed. The conmiand will 
be "re-form Company," whereon the Subdivisions (or 
Sections) will wheel back into line on the pivot flank, and on 
the word " forward " the Companies will advance by the 
proper pivot flank. 

13. On even ground where the Subdivisions or Sections 
are not broken, they may, if required, be wheeled up into 
line on the reverse flank by the words " by Subdivisions (or 
Sections) right (or left) wheel." 



F. E. pt. m. 

8.62. 



CHAPTER XXXHT. 

STREET FIRING. 



Adrancing. 



Eetiring. 



No specific rules are laid down for street firing for a 
single Company in the authorised Drill Book, but an 
approach may be made to the battalion system. 

1. To advance and fire, — Let the Company be drawn up 
in line across the street. Advance, halt, and file-firing from 
flanks to centre ; cease firing, load, and advance again, halt 
and fire as above directed. 

2. If retiring, — The Company will halt, front, file-fire as 
above directed— cease firing, load, retire ; if too hard 
pressed by the enemy, halt, front, and fire as above. 

3. Should the street not be wide enough to admit the 
Snbdivisions whole Company in line, then it will advance in close colunm 
adrancing. ^£ Subdivisions— halt— the leading Subdivision will kneel 

down. On the order to fire, the rear Subdivision will fire 
over the heads of the kneeling Subdivision. When loaded, 
the kneeling Subdivision will fire and load, and so on, the 
two Subdivisions never being unloaded at the same time ; 
will advance, halt, and fire as above. 

4. If retiring in Subdivisions, will halt, and front, and 
face the enemy. The leading Subdivision will fire, slope 



Retiring. 
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arms, face outwards by Sections (t.«., Ist Section to right, 
2nd to left) and file in rear of the rear Subdivisions, and 
when at wheeling distance (i.e., its own Subdivision dis- 
tance) it will receive the command " inwards about form," 
and so form Subdivision in rear of the present front Subdi- 
vision. This movement is performed as though the first 
Section had received the word, " on the leading file right 
about form Section," and the 2nd Section "left about form Cap.xvi.s,!). 
Section " on their respective leading files. The Subdivi- 
sions now in front will fire (after the rear Subdivision has 
loaded), slope arms, face outwards by Sections, file to the 
rear in the same manner, and be re-formed by the same 
words of conunand, and, as before explained, thus continue 
the retreat. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

PILING ARMS. 

1. In order to pile arms, the Company will be in close 
order, will order arms, and number from right to left. 

2. The word of command will be " Pile aims." 

3. At the word " pile," the rear rank will take one pace 
of 10 inches to the rear, and the front rank draw back the 
right feet in the position to face to the right about. 

4. At the word " arms," the front rank will face to the 
right about, and bring their rifles with them to the order 
arms. 

The front and rear rank men will then place the butts 
against the inside of their outer feet, as close to the heel as 
possible, turning the locks inwards. 

N.B. On the regularity and steadiness of this part of 
the movement will depend the steadiness of each pile, and 
the whole being in a proper line with each other. 

The right file rear ranks and the left file front ranks will 
incline the m«zzles of their rifles towards each other, and 
cross rami'ods, taking care not to move the position of the 
butts. 

The right file front rank will at once place his left hand 
round the muzzle of the rifle of his left file (which will bo 
the further barrel from him), bearing it from him, and with 
his right he will, what is called, "lock ramrods," by passing 
his ramrod by the left of the ramrods, and to the right of the 
muzzles of the other two rifles. 

The left file rear rank will then lodge the muzzle of his 



106 HANDY BOOK OF COMPANY DRILL. 

rifle between the muzzles of the rifles of the front rank, 
sling uppermost. 

N.B. Should there be an odd file^ the front and rear rank 
man will each lodge his rifle against the pile nearest to his 
right hand. 

The arms will now be piled, and, if the butts hare not 
been moved, the piles will be regular. Great care and 
neatness should be exercised to ensure this regularity. 

5. The men will then be ordered to " Stand clear,^^ where- 
upon the two ranks will take a back pace of 10 inches, and 

Cap. Lx. 2, 3w facc to the pivot flank. 

6. On the words, " Stand to," the ranks will fece inwards, 
and close to their arms, by taking a pace of 10 inches 
forwards. 

7. In order to resume the original position of the Com- 
pany at close order, the command will be " Unpile arms." 

Oil the word, " Unpile," each man will seize his rifle with 
the right hand, under the top of the sling, the front rank at 
the same time drawing back the right feet, in order to face 
to the right about. 

On the word " arms," will unlock the ramrods without 
liurry, by inclining the butts inwards, and come to the 
order arms. 

The front rank will then " front," by turning to the right 
about, and the rear rank will close up by taking a pace of 
10 inches forward. 

N.B. It is necessary to be careftil in piling and unpiling 
arms, to prevent damage being done to the ramrods and 
sights. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

r. K. It. ii. DISiaSSING A COMPANY. 

>. 3--). 

< y; . i^ii. c. ^^ dismission of a Company, it will be drawn up as in 
line, and directed to right face, and then to " A)dge arms.*' 

At these words the men will port arms, (artillery will drop 
the carbines smartly to the trail) ; and in so doing, the 
front rank will take a side pace to the left, and the rear 
rank will take a side pace to the right, and after a short 
pause, the Company will break o^ and quit the parade- 
ground without noise. 



QUESTIONS ON COMPANY DRILL. 

1. State the average space occupied by a soldier in line ? ^*p-"- ®- 

2. What is the length of a pace in slow, quick, and f. e. p. 12. 
double time ? 

3. In order to take up the distance, the mode recom- ^*p* ^ ^°' 
mended is to measure by paces. What is the relative pro- 
portion of paces to files ? 

4. How many paces do ten files require ? 15 ? 20 ? 30 ? ^^p- ^- ^^• 
40? 50? 60? 100? or 1000? 

5. Explain what is meant by a " Company as in line," ^^' "* ^' 
" as in column," a Company in " open column," " dose 
column," " half distance," and " quarter distance ? " 

6. What is meant by "right in front" and "left inCap.vm. 
front"? 

7. When right or left is in -front, as the case may be, ^p* ^ 
state by which fiank the column, Subdivision, and Section 

are to be dressed ? 

8. When the leader of a Company changes his flank on Cap- ^- 8. 
the march — as he falls into his new place, what is the word 

of command given by him ? 

9. And if changed during a tvheel ? Cap. ix. 8. 

10. What is the duty of the front rank pivot man on a Cap. x. 2,3. 
wheel from the halt and on the move ? 

11. Explain the position of the rear-rank flank man of cap. x. 9. 
the pivot, when a Company, Subdivision, or Section wheels 
forward ? 

12. Does he make the same movement when the Com- Cap. x. 9. 
pany, &c., wheels back ? And what does he do if the Com- 
pany is faced to the right about to complete this wheel ? 

13. When a Company is in /«we, close order, state the posi- cap. xu. 2. 
tion of the officers and non-commissioned officers ? 

14. The same Company in line open order ? cap. xu. 1. 

15. A Company in column, right in front, which is the cap. ix. 2. 
pivot flank ? The same when left in front? 

16. What is the position of the officers and non-commis- cap.xu.7. 
sioncd officers. Company in column right in front ? 

17. Same open order on the march ? Cap. xu. 13. 

18. When will the Supernumerary rank be three paces, and cap. xvu. 7. 
when one only in the rear ? 

19. A Company wheeling from the halt, from column Cap, lair. 
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into linCy right in front. State the position of the Captain 
and Covering- Sergeant before the wheel. The duty of 
the Covering- Sergeant. What is the word of command, 
and, when in line, the position of captain and Covering- 
sergeant. 

Cap. xii.7. 20. If a Company is in column, left in fronts what will be 
the word of conmiand to wheel into line ? 

Cap. xxT. 21. A Company in line wheeling from the halt into open 

column right in front, what is the word of command, and 
what is the duty of the Covering- Sergeant, and where does 
he place himself after the words " halt, front," are given ? 

Cap. xxiii. 22. A Company in line or column, wheeling any given 

number of paces from the halt, what is the duty of the 

cap.xxUL 2. Covering- Sergeant, and where does he place himself ? How 
many paces will he make to measure the quarter circle—^ 
the 8th and 16th ? 

Cap. xxvi. 4. 23. A Company in line wheeling forward by Subdivisions 
or Sections, does the Covering- Sergeant run out to mark 
the spot where the wheeling flank rests ? 

Cap.xxTi.i4. 24. The Company being in line, on the words left back- 
ward wheel, where does the Covering-Sergeant place him- 
self on the caution ? 

Cap. xi. 2o. A Company wheeling on its centre, right or lefty 

which is the pivot man in either case, what is his duty, and 
does his rear rank man uncover, and what is the duty of 
the Covering- Sergeant ? 

Cap. tl 6. 26. If a Company in line has the order " on the centre 

right wheel," will the Company be right or left in front ? 

Cap. xi. 6. 27. K a Company is in column right in front, and it is 
required that it should wheel on its centre into line, will 
the word of command be right or lefl centre wheel ? 

Cap. xxvi. 28. A Company is in line and it is required to wheel 
forward by Subdivisions, right in front, state the word of 
command, and the position of commissioned officers and 
Covering- Sergeant, and the front and rear pivot men. 
The same left in front. 

The same, in Sections, and state the position of the senior 
Sergeant, if only the Captain, one Lieutenant, and Covering- 
Sergeant present ; and also if only one Sergeant. 

And go through the same questions as to wheeling back- 
wards, by Subdivisions or Sections, from line. 

Cap xxYiL ^^" -^ Company in open column of Subdivisions wheeling 
into line ; state the positions to be taken by the Captain, 
Lieutenant, and Covering- Sergeant, and the positions they 
respectively take on the wheel being completed. 
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The same Company in open column of Sections. 
And state the duties of the pivot men. 

30. What is meant by wheeling on a moveable pivot, Cap. x. 
and " on the move," and " on the halt ?" 

31. On a column wheeling into line, by Companies, Sub- Cap.xxir. 
divisions or Sections on moveable pivots, when the column 

is right in front, state the positions and duties of Captain, 
Lieutenant, and Covering- Sergeant. 
The same, when left in front. 

32. State the general rule as to officers and Covering- cap. xxvia; 
Sergeant passing to the front or 7'ear, on changing flanks, 

and the exceptions. 

33. Do the Lieutenant and Covering- Sergeant always Cap. xxTiu, 
change flanks when the Captain changes ? 

If there are any exceptions state them. 

34. When a column changes direction to the right or cap. xxv. 8. 
left, do the officers make any change of position ? 

35. What is meant by a Company, Subdivisions, or Sec- Cap. xxxu. 
tions being wheeled into echelon ? 

36. What will be the position of the officers ? Cap. xxxh. 

37. If the Company in column takes ground to the Cap.xxxU.ii. 
reverse flank in echelon, what will then be the position of 

the officers ? 

38. Explain the diflerence between a direct and oblique c*p- ^'^ 3. 
echelon. 

39. What is the meaning of marching on a new alignment ? Cap- xxvi. ii. 

40. What is understood by a Company in columH of 
Subdivisions or Sections forming to the reverse flank ? 

If the column of Subdivisions or Sections is left in Cap. xvi. i. 
front, will the Company form to the left or to the right of 
the leading Subdivision or Section, and why ? 

41. If the Company is " clubbed" by forming on the left Cap. xvi. 7. 
instead of the right, and vice versd, how can the mistake 

be rectified ? 

42. What is meant by a " flank march by fours," and how cap. xiv. i3, 
is it executed by a Company in line, or column right in '^* 
front? 

43. On the flank march by files or by fours right in Cap. xv. 
front, explain the following movements : — " Front form cap. xvi. 
Company;" "on the leading file, right form Company;" 

and " on the leading file, right about form Company," the 
position of the officers and Covering- Sergeant previous 
to the movements, and their duties and ultimate positions. 

44. The same when left is in front. Cap. xvi. 

45. When the left is in front explain why the command 
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Cap. xvi. 7. will be " on the leading file left form Company," and not 

^^ right form Company." And on the command, "front 

form Company," why the men will turn to the right and 

then left wheel, and not turn to the left and then right 

wheel, as when right in front. 
Cap. xix. 6. When Company is formed to the front by the advance of 

the rear Subdivision or Sections to the front, do the inner 

flank men of the reverse Subdivision or Sections uncover 

or not ? 
cap.xix.2. 46. A Company diminishing front by forming Subdivi- 
sions, which is called the pivot Subdivision and the reverse 

Subdivision, and which doubles on the other ? 
Cap. xix. 4. 47. State the case both left and right in front. 
Cap. XX. 1. ^^' -^^^ ^Iso which advances into line on re-forming 

Company. 
Cap. xix. 9. ^^- C^^ ^ Company in column at close distance increase 

or diminish front by Subdivisions and Sections ; and why ? 
Cap. ix. 7. 50* I^ ^ diagonal march, when the Company inclines 

towards the reverse flank, whose duty is it to lead ? 
Cap. xiv. 16. 51. In file-marching state the position of the officers and 

non-commissioned officers. 

52. When a Company in close column takes ground to 

a flank by fours, what is the position of the Captain or 

leader, and of the Covering- Sergeant ? 

Supposing a Company is in line, on the right about, that 

is the rear rank in front, and the order is given " fours, 
Cap. V. 12. deep," do the present rear rank or the original front rank 

retire on the word "/owrs ?" 
Cap. xvii. ^^* What is meant by counter-march by ranks and 

counter-march by files ? And state the position and duties of 

the officers and Covering- Sergeant in both cases. 
Cap. xtU. 1, 54. What is the effect of a counter-march of Com- 
^' ^' panics in column ? 

Cap. XTU. 55. Can a Company in close column counter-march by 

files ; and why ? 
Cap. xviii. 56. State for what object files are broken off, and how ; 

and how brought into line again. 
Cap. xix. 3. 57. A Company is required to diminish its front by 

forming Subdivisions from the halt, right in front. What is 

the word of command ? 
Cap. xix. State the duty and position of the Captain, the like of 

the Lieutenant, the like of the Covering- Sergeant. 
Cap. xix. 3. In this movement the rear-rank man of the left file of 

the right Subdivision falls back and covers the third file 
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from the left of his Subdivision, What is the object of this 
moyement, and when does he take his place again ? 

58. State the same when left is in front. Cap. six. 

59. And the same, Subdivisions diminishing front by cap. xix. 7. 
forming Sections. 

60. Same if on the march, what are the words of com- cap. xix. 8. 
mand? 

61. On Subdivisions diminishing front by forming Sec- cap. xix. 
tions, on the halt and on the mai'ch, state the original and 
ultimate positions of the officers and sergeants. 

62. A Company standing in open column of Sections, Cap. xx. 
right in front on the march, is required to form Subdivi- 
sions and Subdivisions increasing front by forming Com- 
pany ; state the words of command in each case, the 
position and duty of officers, &c. 

63. In increasing front as before referred to, do the rear cap. xx. 5. 
rank pivot files of the right Sections fall back and cover 

the third file from the left of their Sections, as in the 
case of diminishing front ? 

64. State which is the pivot Subdivision or Section, and cap. six. 2. 
which the reverse^ and which advances and retires; and 

65. Can a Company in close column diminish front ? cap. xix. y. 

66. Describe how a Company forms close column of cap.xxi. 
Sections, and re-forms Company. State the position of the 
Captain, Covering-Sergeant, and Supernumeraries on the 
formation being completed. 

67. What is the meaning and object of "proving a 
Company ? " And go through the various words of command, r. 21. 

68. State what is meant by deploying into line ? cap. xs. 11. 



